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Executive Summary

1. Background of Research

With the ongoing trend of globalization, the world has become increasingly
interdependent. A thorough solution to poverty in the 21st century - at both the local
and global level - is now possible only through the cooperation of people around the
world. To keep pace with rapid development, efforts in education should focus on
developing an international perspective among youth, increasing their awareness of
global development, and urging them to assume their responsibilities as citizens of the
local, national, and global communities. Therefore, how to implement and strengthen
the element of Global Citizenship Education in the school curriculum has become an
important issue of education.

Through Global Citizenship Education (GCE) with youth and the general public,
Oxfam Hong Kong works to foster understanding and concern about poverty and
development, encouraging people to take part in efforts to eliminate poverty and to
build a world which is fair, peaceful and sustainable.

GCE aims at developing the following knowledge, skills and values:

*  Knowledge : Learn about development issues and the relationship between
local and global poverty; learn about different values; understand global
interdependence; and recognize that we are all a citizen of the world;

e Skills : Able to think critically and make sense of different kinds of information
related to poverty and development;

*  Values : Locally based yet with an international perspective; and willing to
contribute to sustainable development, social justice and equity.

Why did Oxfam Hong Kong initiate this Research?

Schools in Hong Kong and Shanghai have made different attempts with youth to
promote global awareness, and to help them develop a sense of their roles as citizens
of local, national and global communities. However, research in this regard is lacking.

-xij.




Executive Summary

To better understand the current situation of GCE in secondary schools, to identify the
possibilities and difficulties to implement GCE in schools, and to explore appropriate
and effective approaches for educators to strengthen their efforts, Oxfam Hong Kong
invited three partner organizations from Hong Kong and Shanghai to conduct this
research: the Center for Citizenship Education of the Hong Kong Institute of Education,
the Department of Education of the Shanghai Teachers' University, and the Love
Outreach Education Academy.

2. Areas of Research

The research investigates the following areas in Hong Kong and Shanghai:
1. Interest of secondary students and teachers in international issues;
2. Views of educators on Global Citizenship Education;

3. The implementation of GCE in secondary schools, and the effectiveness of the
current efforts;

4. Difficulties which educators encounter in efforts to foster young people's
international perspective and in helping youth define their roles as citizens of the
local, national and global communities. Moreover, the support educators need
to implement GCE.

3.. Research Methods

. This research was conducted from December 2002 to June 2003. The subjects
were educators - secondary school principals and teachers, whose views were collected
through questionnaires and focus group discussions. Literature reviews were used for
the background study. In Hong Kong, questionnaires were given to 370 secondary
schools, with 720 questionnaires collected; in Shanghai, questionnaires were given to
31 secondary schools, and 567 were collected. After a preliminary analysis of the
findings, we organized focus group discussions with front-line teachers and principals
in both cities for soliciting further opinions from them.




Executive Summary

4. Research Findings

Interest in International Issues

Secondary students in Shanghai are more interested in global issues while
students in Hong Kong are more interested in local issues.

In Hong Kong, only 20% of the educators interviewed agree that Hong Kong
students are "more interested in international issues" (3.5%) or "equally interested
in local and international issues” (17.2%); in Shanghai, over 70% of the interviewees
agree that Shanghai students are "more interested in international issues" (21.2%)
or "equally interested in local and international issues" (51.4%). In contrast, 69%
of the interviewees in Hong Kong agree that Hong Kong students are "more
interested in local issues," compared with 25.5% in Shanghai. Meanwhile, 10.3%
of the interviewees in Hong Kong think that Hong Kong students are not interested
in both local and global issues. In Shanghai, the corresponding figure is just 2%.

Therefore, raising the interest of Hong Kong students in international issues should
be given priority in the development of GCE.

Educators in both cities are highly interested in international issues.

In both Hong Kong and Shanghai, around 90% of the interviewees express interest
in global issues. In Hong Kong, 23% of interviewees “strongly agree" and 65.2%
"agree" that they are fairly interested in international issues; in Shanghai, the
figures are 37.6% and 56.2%, respectively.

Views of Educators on Global Citizenship Education

3.

= Xiv =

Educators in both cities agree that global citizenship education needs to
be strengthened.

Educators firmly recognize the importance of GCE. In both Hong Kong and
Shanghai, over 90% of the interviewees agree that global citizenship education
needs to be strengthened. In Hong Kong, 37% "strongly agree" and 55.9%
"agree" to strengthen global citizenship education; in Shanghai, the figures are
58.8% and 40.4% respectively.



