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Preface

The year of 2011 is the very beginning of the period of the 12™ Five-Year
Plan. China has successfully recovered its economy in a V-shape growth.
Meanwhile, China has been in a period of particular importance during its
progress of economic development. In order to achieve a high-income
economy, China has to sustain the economic growth and to cope with the
issues in population, employment, and income distribution. Therefore, in
this volume, we discuss the main labor market challenges China is going to face
during the period of the 12™ Five-Year Plan. Relevant policies are proposed
t00.

Followed up the typical book structure used in previous volumes, this
book consists of two parts including special reports on employment and labor
market situations and some analytical reports. In the first part, we collected
several reports on migrant workers from various departments of government.
Although those reports are based on different data sources and provide different
information, they all reflect similar trends in basic characteristics of migrant
workers. These reports provide fundamental information to understand the
sitnations of migrants.

Chapters in the second part analyze specific issues in the labor market and
relevant policies during the period of the 12® Five-Year Plan. We firstly
discuss how the factors in population and labor market affect the economic
developmient at the stage of middle-income. After clarifying some fundamental
understandings on China’s labor market, the followed chapters emphasize
possible changes in the labor market and policy suggestions during the period
of the 12™ Five-Year Plan.

Regarding to the impact of labor mobility on income distributions, the
chapters in this volume discuss the positive factors affecting income distribution
with particular attention to rural-urban income disparities. Those analysis

based on the features in labor market after Lewis turning point is to draw more



attention in academia in this area.

The authors include researchers at Institute of Population and Labor
Economics, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences. In addition, we invite
authors from other institutions such as National Bureau of Statistics and
Research Center for Rural Economy to include wide-ranging researches and

diversified viewpoints.

Cai Fang
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