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Note.—This story ts taken from ° The Cloister and
‘the Hearth’, a famous book by Charles Reade,
first published in 1859 as A Good Fight’. In its
earlier form the book was shorter and had a
different ending. |

CHAPTER 1

ELIAS AND CATHERINE, AND
THEIR FAMILY

Our tale begins at the middle of the fifteenth
‘century. Louis the Eleventh was King of France
and Philip ¢ the Good ’ was ruling in Holland.

Elias and Catherine his wife, lived in the
little town of Tergou in Holland. The couple
*were free from want, but not from care, for they
had nine children. When the bread was brought
in for meals and was soon eaten up, Elias and
Catherine would look at one another and say,
‘ Who'is to find food for them all when we are
dead ?’

At this the younger children would smile.
It seemed to them that their meals came like
sunrise and sunset. They could not imagine a
time when either the sun or their bread would
fail them. But the older children thought more
seriously about the saying.

By great care Elias and Catherine*managed to
provide food and elothes for their children and
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yet to'put away, week by week, a little money for

future use. 8ne day the eldestt boy but ene,
-aged nineteen, came to his mother and begged
her to ask his father to let him go to Amsterdam,
the largest city of the district, and to place him
with a merchant to learn his trade.

‘1 should like the life,’ he said. ‘I am good
at figures, and merchants become wealthy.
Besides, Mother, there are enough in the house, -
and without me you will not have so many
mouths to feed.’

So Richard started his own life in the world,
and cost his parents no more money.

Two years later his brother Jacob went to
join Richard. The parents were very sad to
see their children, one by one, leave home to
*take their part in the world. But it had to be so.
There were left two that *were unable to work
and two that were unwilling to work. Giles,
a very ugly and dull boy, and little Kate, who
could only move about on two sticks, would
never be able to work. Sybrandt, the
youngest, a lazy lad, and Cornelis, the eldest,
would not work. Cornelis had decided that there
was no need for him to leave home.

But there was yet another son to whom the
poor parents looked with hope. This. was
Gerard, and it is of him that our story mainly
tells. ‘
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CuaprTER 11

GERARD LEAVES HOME FOR THE
FIRST TIME

Young GERARD ‘was to become a priest.” He

liked. reading and writi writing, and was urged to
.continue at these studies by the priests of the

district. =~ They showed him how to paint
beautiful pictures along the edges of the pages he
wrote.

- Now it'hagﬁ ened that about this time Philip,
the Prince of Holland, offered prizes for the best
painted and written book sent to his palace* before
a certain day. At that time all books were
written by hand. Gerard *heard of the prizes
and determined to try for one. Accordingly

~ he set out for the palace at Rotterdam.

When he was some distance from home he
met an old man and a pretty young girl with
lovely hair. The fur of the man’s coat was old,
and the girl‘was dressed in plain brown cloth.
Gerard saw that they were good people, but
poor, and pcrhaps in trouble. He went up to
them and said, ¢ Father, I fear you are tired.
Can I help you?’

- The old man said he was indeed tired and weak
for want of food.  Gerard at once started gather-
ing sticks for a fire, and prepared a simple meal.
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While he was doing this, Ghysbrecht, Tergou’s
chief citizen or ‘ burgomaster ’ as he was called,
rode by. Ghysbrecht looked closely at them
as he passed.  He was a rich man, but the strange
thing was that quite half his wealth did not
1bclong to him at all, but to the poor old man

' GHYSBRECHT LOOKED CLOSELY AT THEM AS HE PASSED’

and the girl who sat by the roadside. Twenty
years before, the cruel burgomaster had stolen
this money from them witheut their knowing it.
But when he 3aw them with Gerard he was
afraid. ° Suppose they discover my wrong-
doing !’ ke thought. |

After the meal was finished, the three of them
*started out for Rotterdam. Gerard had iuilen
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