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In the first Tibetan calendrical cycle, Ras-chung-pa rDo-rje-grags-pa, the major spiritual disciple of
great Yogi Mi-la-ras-pa, was born on the snowy plateau surrounded by high mountains and a purified
land. This pictorial biography (Sacred Rains and Dews) with a set of Thangkas records Ras-chung-
pa’s merits and virtues in his whole life. Carefully planned by gTsang-rong Pad-ma Rin-po-che and
generously donated by Benefactor Chos-nyid-lha-mo and numerous Buddhist believers of Han origin,
it takes the following works as its main sources: 1) Biography of Mi-la-ras-pa --The Wonderful and
Valuable Essence co-written by Ras-chung-pa’s disciple gSum-pa and other two persons; 2) Other
disciples’ accounts, which later on, were compiled by rGod-tshang-ras-pa as Completed Biography of
Mi-la-ras-pa--The Clean and Bright Mirror of Wisdom to Show Paths to the Enlightenment. On the
thirteenth day of the third month of the Fire-pig Year of the seventeenth Tibetan calendrical cycle, it
was abbreviated as a version in a style of a poem by Great Scholar sPros-pa, designed and outlined by

a statuary artisan named Legs-smon and color-painted by a statuary artisan named Kun-dgav-snying-
po and mKas-grub Nyi-ma.
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It is a wonderful opportunity for Ras-chung-pa rDo-
rje-grags-pa to meet his master Mi-la-ras-pa at the age
of eleven.It is an incomparable spirit that encouraged
him to go to India thrice. He received wonderful fruits
of his longevity in front of Ma-cig-grub-pavi-rgyal-mo,
and obtained through religious practices the empowered
strength in comparison with Master Mi-la-ras-pa’s.
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In the inconceivable pure land, Ras-chung-pa manifested himself as a dancing Sovereign Buddha. On
the land full of radiances, he manifested himself as Buddha of Clouds. In the solemn, pure land, he
descended on the mortal world as Nor-buvi-phreng-ba. In the joyful pure land, he descended on the
mortal world for benevolence. In front of the sacred Buddha of Light, he manifested himself as the
Delighted Prince. And in front of the Immovable Buddha of Light, he manifested himself as Sovereign
Dakini. In front of Sacred Lad Buddha, he manifested himself as Bodhisattva of Cloud Power. In
front of the Sovereign Buddha of Perfection, he manifested himself as Vajra-holder Bodhisattva. In
the solemn and mysterious pure land, he manifested himself as Buddha Vajradhara. In the Thirty-
third pure land, he manifested himself as Vajrasattva. In front of Lad Buddha in ascetic practices, he
manifested himself as clay childish Danpak. He manifested himself as Bodhisattva when thousands
of Buddhas generated the mind of enlightenment. In the time of Sakyamuni Buddha, he manifested
himself as Ananda. In Oddiyana, he incarnated himself as Dharma-king Zla-wa-bzang-po. On the
snowy land, he manifested himself as vGar (a wise minister), Be-ro-tsa-na (a great translator), Lha-
lung-dpal-rdor and others. He repeatedly manifested himself so as to save all sentient beings.
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Just like moonlight, a holy light illuminated on Tibet surrounded by the darkness of ignorance in the
decadence of the world full of five degenerations. As one of Five Predeterminations, the spot named
Tibet was once empowered by Great Blissful Avalokiteshvara and ordained by sacred Taras. Located
in the north of ancient India, it was surrounded by imposing mountains and a purified land. A snow
mountain lay in its embrace, and at its foot stood a spot named mNgav-ri Gung-thang. The spot named
Pad-dkar-phrang-ra Village was one of the Five Predeterminations. The predetermined clan belonged
to a lay Buddhist’s family and the predetermined father and mother were Dar-ma-grags (Lha-rgyal’s
son from the Nyan Family) and g-Tsug-dor-sgron with the nature of Vajra-goddess.
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In the good Wood-mouse Year on Tibetan calendar, warriors and Dakinis threw a five-colored light at
Ras-chung-pa’s mother from the Willow Palace. And then, as his son, Ras-chung-pa was born in the
five-colored light. Just at that moment, auspicious omens of various kinds were overspread in the sky
while groups of gods and goddesses recited in chorus the title of “Vajrapani”, which made his father

and mother in great delight.
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With dignity and numerous merits and virtues, such a holy child was born in the fall of the Wood-
mouse year after ten months’ pregnancy. Amidst the rains of flowers dripped by goddesses and
auspicious music, he was born surrounded by the up-coiling incense smokes. On this auspicious day,
a grand birthday celebration was held, and millions of people attend it to show their happiness. His
kindhearted and virtuous master bathed him and granted him a name rDo-rje-grags-pa, who won the

love of all the people for his handsome.
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