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Capsule Summary

Black Beauty was written by Anna Sewell, an
English woman writer. It is a remarkable litera-
ture work for children.

Black Beauty is a clever and brave horse. He
saves hismaster by not crossing a dangerous bro-
ken bridge; he survives when the stable ison fire;
he saves his mistress from her serious illness.
Later because he breaks one of his forelegs, he is
sold to take the cab in London, working painsta-
kingly. At the end of the story when he is old and
weak, he is still doing his best, serving people
continuously.

The story is very interesting and with human
touch.

The picture-story book is compiled with an
English-Chinese version, for the begingers who
study English.
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[ don't remember everything about the time
when [ was very small. I only remember a big
field of green grass. There were a few trees in
it, and on hot days my mother stood under a tree

and | drank her milk.
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When [ stopped taking her milk, my mother
went to work. She came back in the evening, and
I told her all about my dayv. “I'm glad you are
happy.” she said. “Play as much as you can. When
vou're a little older, vou'll learn to take people
on your back or to take them from place to place

in their carriages.”
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I grew older. My coat began to look very
good. It was black. I had one white foot,a white
star on my face, and a small white mark onmy
back, but every other part of me was black. One
day Squire Gordon came to see me. He said, “Now
vou must learn to work. You'll be a very good

horse then.”
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What must | learn? [ must learn to stand still
when a man puts harness on me. The bad part of
a horse's harness is the bit. It is a cold hard iron
thing, .and the man puts it into my mouth. It hurts.

After a time it didn't hurt me so very much.
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The next bad thing was putting iron shoes on
me. The man took my feet in his hands, one after
the other. Then he cut away some of the hard
part.
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In May a man came to take me away to Squire
Gordon's home at Birtwick Park. There was a big
house, and there were a lot of stables for horses
and places for many carriages. | was taken to a
stable for four horses.






