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China is a country with a long history, vast territory and many nationali-
ties. Different types of traditional residences have occured because of
different geographical conditions, cultures and customs of the various
nationalities.

This book will introduce more than 30 typical forms of Chinese resi-
dences in different regions, such as “Courtyard Form”, “Cave Dwelling
Form”, “Gan Lan Form”, “Earth Building Form”, “Dense-Beam Form” etc.,
iluminated by 250 illustrations and about 15,000 words.
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As the main form of traditional Chinese re-
sidence, “Courtyard Form” can be found almost
all over the country, which directly related to
Chinese patriarchal clan system, family mental-
ity and feudal order of seniority in human rela-
tionships. A small residence of such form is
usually a closed courtyard with 3 or 4 rows of
buildings arround, each of which has a few
rooms. And a large residence may be made up
of more courtyards in order to meet the needs
of a big family with several generations.
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Affected by various natural and social condi-
tions, residences of “Courtyard Form” in the
north and south of China have been built dif-
ferently, roughly distinguished by the Qinling
Mountain and the Huaihe River vally, in
arrangement, structure and artistic style. Even
in the south, such residences in the low reaches
of Changjiang River are quite different from
those in the mountain area of Zhejiang and
Sichuan province.
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“Siheyuan” in Beijing is actually a compound with
sigle-storey houses arround a courtyard, and is a typical
form of residences in Northern China.The houses and court-
yards are always symmetrically arranged along the south-
north axis, and the gate is generally at the south-east corner.
Behind the screen wall, which usually faces the gate inside to
prevent others from glancing at the activities in the resi-
dence, there is a front courtyard and a row of rooms with a
northern exposure, usually used as drawing room, study, sit-
ting room and servants’ hall. Through the richly
ornamented second gate on the axis is a larger back court-
yard, in the north of which there is the main building for
elders, and in the east and west, wing-rooms for youngers.
This courtyard, with a covered corridor linking the build-
ings, is the central part of the residence. On the left and
right of the main building, there are sometimes a sider-
room and a small courtyard in which kitchen, store-room
and toilet are built. In other cases, another row of rooms are
arranged at the back of the main building to take place of
the side-room and the small courtyard. Such a residence, si-
lent, comfortable and with flowers or potted landscape in
the open air,is mostly separated from surroundings by enclo-
sure and the back wall in which windows are seldom made,
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of each room. In a large residence, two or more “Siheyuan”
can be found ranging in depth inside the second gate; some-
times more courtyards are built on the two sides. And in a
even larger one, there is often a garden on the left, right or
at the back.

The buildings in “Siheyuan”, usually constructed with
cross beams and frame-work sustained by some wooden pil-
lars around which bricks are laid afterward, are generally
gabled and only the roof of side-rooms are flat or of one
sloping side. In addition to the heatable brick beds, or
“Kang”, the walls and roof are rather thick because of the
cold weather in the north. The ground inside and outside the
rooms are both covered with square brick. Painted screen,
Show-cases of curios and artware or partition board .will be
used to partition a room according to different needs, if
necessary. The ornamental design on the paper ceiling makes
it beautiful and gorgeous. But glazed tiles, red enclosing
walls and golden ornaments are troditionally forbidden, ex-
cept for the residences of imperial kinsfolk. Therefore, most
of “Siheyuan™, with their walls and roof painted dark grey,
are bright-coloured only on the first and second gates, co-
vered corridor, and the main building; and carved only on
the bricks of the first gate, screen wall, and ridge.
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Gate at the south—east
corner
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General Survey of “Siheyuan” in Beijing
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Bird’s-eye view of “Siheyuan” in Beijing
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Various forms of gates
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Spring Festival Couplets pasted on gate—posts
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The second gate on the axis
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Richly ornamented gate
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a southern exposure (3 rooms) for elders; east wing (3 rooms) and west wing (3 rooms) for youngers
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Small door on the west of the main building, Small courtyard between the main FEAZE]
through which is another courtyard The covered corridor linking the buildings
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A bird’s-eye view of “Siheyuan” in Beijing
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Overlooking a “ Siheyuan”
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oying the cool breeze in a summer night
in a “Siheyuan” in Beijing suburbs
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The “Gong Wang Fu”, located on the Qian-Hai Xijie
(street) in the western district of Beijing, was the former re-
sidence of Prince Gong, the 6th son of Emperor Daoguang
of the Qing Dynasty. This mansion is divided into two
parts: residence (living quarters) and garden. The residence,
covering a land area of more than 3 hectares, is composed of
many courtyards and “Siheyuans” on 3 axes, the middle, east
and west routes. The gate is in the front part of the middle
route. The only building remaining intact as of today is the
rear hall, the Jialetang Hall. The east route is composed of 3
“Siheyuans”. The main building in the west route is the
Yang Jin Zhai, originally named Qing Yi Tang (Hall). Be-
hind the courtyards of the three routes is a row of two-
storeyed rear building, 160 metre long from east to west, in-
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cluding more than 40 rooms, commonly known as “99.5
Rooms”. On the east is the Zhan Ji Building and on the west
is the Bao Yue Building. A garden, named the Cui Jing Gar-
den and commonly known as the “Garden of the Prince
Gong Mansion”, occupies a land area of 2.5 hectares.

Buildings in the Garden are scattered in three routes (the
middle, east and west routes) among artificial hills, crooked
corridors, pavillions, ponds, bushes and flowers. As the
Mansion and its garden have been exquisitely designed with
magnificent layouts and delicate scenes, the Prince Gong
Mansion has long been regarded as the Grand View Garden
and the Rong Guo Mansion described in the famous Chinese
classical novel, “A Dream of Red Mansion”.
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The front gate of the Prince Gong Mansion
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The Jialetang Hall in the middle
route of the Prince Gong Mansion
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In the courtyard of the

Qing Yi Tang Hall
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The flower-ornamented door in front of the Qing Yi Tang Hall in the
west route of the Prince Gong Mansion
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The southern courtyard in the west route of the Prince Gong Mansion

g as ek g5l
The Zhan Ji Building and the
Bao Yue Building
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The front corridor upstairs
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A part of the rear
building
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The gate of the garden in the Prince Gong Mansion
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The Xiao Xiang Chamber
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The flower-ornamented door
of the Xiao Xiang Chamber
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In the courtyard of the
Xiao Xiang Chamber
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