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Preface to the Third Edition

This book was designed, first, as a general introduction to politics through
the analysis of political ideas and their relationship to political practice,
second, as a guide to the major concepts encountered in political analysis,
and third, as a primer in political theory. This new edition aims in
particular to enhance its suitability for the third purpose by taking account
of modern developments in political theory and the shifting significance of
the rival schools of political thought.

The basic structure and general coverage of the book remain largely
unchanged. The concepts discussed have been chosen because of the
central role they play in political analysis. They have been grouped into
sets of three interrelated terms to enable each chapter to deal with a
distinctive theme, the nature of which is outlined in the introductory
section. Apart from general updating, the major changes in the third
edition are as follows.

Greater attention is generally paid to the issues of identity and
difference, especially linked to the increasing cultural and ethical pluralism
of modern society. While Marx and Marxism are considered to be of
enduring significance, the detailed coverage of Marxist political theory has
been reduced to reflect the collapse or transformation of ‘actually existing’
Marxism. Chapter 1 has been revised to extend the discussion of political
theory and consider some of the problems and challenges the discipline
confronts in the twenty-first century. Elsewhere, account is taken of new
issues in political theory such as governance (Chapter 3), globalization
(Chapter 4) and the implications of the politics of difference (Chapter 9).
Chapter 7 now addresses the issue of differentiated citizenship and
examines multiculturalism as a tradition of political thought. Chapter 12
has been significantly restructured to focus more effectively on the issue of
political change by considering the rival ideas of tradition, progress and
utopia. Additional ‘thinker’ boxes provide a fuller coverage of key figures
in political thought, and the ‘schools of political theory’ boxes have been
updated and expanded. Books discussed in the text (but not those referred
to in the boxes) appear with their date of current publication, as listed in
the bibliography, and, where helpful, also with their date of first
publication.

I would like to express my very warm gratitude to Andrew Gamble and
Peter Jones, who each read a draft of the first edition and made extensive
comments. Their advice and criticism was both constructive and insightful,
and undoubtedly improved the book, deepening and sharpening discussion
at a number of points. My publisher, Steven Kennedy, has, as before, been



Preface to the Third Edition

a constant source of enthusiasm, encouragement and support. The most
important person, however, has been my wife Jean. She was closely
involved at every stage in the production of the book, taking sole
responsibility for the preparation of the typescript and casting an editorial
eye over the output. Finally, my sons, Mark and Robin, deserve a mention
for allowing me to substitute publication for parenting, and for keeping me
supplied with coffee in the process.

ANDREW HEYWOOD

The George Orwell excerpt opposite the Contents page is from ‘Politics
and the English Language’ by George Orwell, copyright 1946 by Sonia
Brownell Orwell and renewed 1974 by Sonia Orwell, reprinted from his
volume Shooting an Elephant and Other Essays by permission of Harcourt
Brace & Company, the estate of the late Sonia Brownell Orwell and
Martin Secker & Warburg.
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