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“Then up and up: the twilit heavens expanded in the Céven-
nes valley, cracking the mountains apart, and there was &
fearsome loneliness brooding on the fiat tops. We crunched
chestnut burrs on the road and aromatic smoke wound out
of the mountwin cottages. The Inn looked bad, the floors were
covered with sawdust, but they gave us the best pheasant we
ever ate and the best sausage, and the feather-beds were
wonderful.

1n Vichy, the leaves had covered the square about the
wooden bandstand. Health advice was printed on the doors
at the Hotel du Parc and on the menu, but the salon was filled
with people drinking champagne. We loved the massive trees
in Vichy and the way the friendly town nestles in a hollow.

By the time we got o Tours, we had begun to feel like
Cardinal Balue in his cage in the litle Renault, The Hotel
de I'Univers was equally stutfy but after dinner we found a
café crowded with people playing checkers and singing chor-
uses and we felt we could go on to Paris after all
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Within a0 heur we hid seen cur home, 8 dean codl villa sot in 3 lacge gerden on
2 )il above tovn, It was what we had been looking fur all along. Thete wai 3 sum-
methouse and s sand pile aod two bathrosms and roses for beekfast and a gard:ner
wlu called e miluad, When we had paid dis e, wly Whisty-five huudicd dolwes,
haif our ofiginil capita.. remained. 3ut we felt that 1i st we could >gin 10 ive
on practically mthiag a year

—How to Live on Fractally Nofung a Year
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