B2l am /| E RS ()

Occasional Paper No.5

REEZHZRBN

A STUDY ON THE CHARACTERISTICS
OF BRUSHWORKS OF
THE CHU BAMBOO SLIPS

By Hung Kuen



i il AR f s R Bl iy
Vi S/ iy &9

REEERRBR
T

© LA 2008

TR E R PR L TR
il KRR TATO SR < SEGE 22101 5598)

RICHEIUE AT - A DPAAT (0f 3 00 47 ABE RS S AT A AT AT TAT Aol Jy X Bl i E)
2008719

Jao Tsung-1 Petite Ecole, HKU
Occasional Paper No.5
A Study on the Characteristics of Brushworks of the Chu Bamboo Slips

By Hung Kuen

« Hung Kuen 2008

Published by:
Jao Tsung-1 Petite Ecole, The University of Hong Kong
(2/F. No.2 University Drive, Hong Kong: Tel: 2241 5598)
September 2008
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced. stored in a retrieval
system, or transmitted. in any form or by any means. without the prior permission in writing

of the author.

ISBN 978-988-99654-7-1
Printed in Hong Kong



BRABEHRRESME
Bl m /B E R
REEES

WA o BESIMIAE R BT

B TR T ANV

T/ LS T G 4 U R N o [V R N I B
WA E - Bl Rl

Jao Tsung-| Petite Ecole, HKU
Occasional Paper Series
Editorial Committee

Advisors: Professor Jao Tsung-i, Professor C F Lee

Chief Editor: Dr Cheng Wai Ming, Peter

Editors: Dr Hung Kuen, Dr Kung Man, Miss Hester Lam (Secretary)
Assistant Editor: Miss Chan Tak Hou



RXRE

LOOAAE L ity ) 608 4 ot SO i o i 115 LR R Y o

%ﬁitt%’sﬁsj#‘-# T-,;ﬁfﬁrzﬂc- S TR - e AC 2  e
g ) o 2y AR B DL K SE R B SE Y o FONZE R R
. )‘cf% R SR -k R I DN G e A [

I - BT R AR LU AR Sy T - MO IR R
By A 55 > Joeb il p fr o st ] BLREE SCORR A B AT 3 o i
b T LR (FDRA h’SZV?-&?f?"{‘P‘"’-l- (R EMIPES i

R R L A SRR R e L0y o G o A
7P R i DT A ] WOt Sy f}ﬂ)\‘ i KR (1] "31.5{5"3"1H:Wf :
I 5 L 25 WL Y B R S Il 1 RE R e A 7 e “‘f’eﬂ

() 0 A 2B A T b g L ‘z/’zz 1) &5
14 )CBELFC A A A Bl R MOREI] v AT B S Weprbga] o Ak - RER
fili A E - B2 W~ BsC R R4 - dThE KB SR
VBRI > DR TR PRI RERG N S DL R A
R Z it o PR RS R Y JEURS - o 25 0 A JBRURL - 1 2% AR
i) i £

ASCBR PR HORAS 70 B > FEEFASIINEAR ~ il ) SC 77 R
Z A B U AE I SR fxutLTA.., I AT AL RS i
LR 2t Afe o BRI p U0 0 S I - ARl A 1 - o B YRR
%%EWXMU+%MW%WWH“4@M“H~mM‘ﬁ
SUARR TG U 1 o RER B A A AT PR ol sl 2 R - S H
frERENA B - IREN RN o B SRR, -
RESALRBREE Nl - 2y ol Al o 1 Ay i o



Abstract

In 1994, about 1,200 picces of bamboo slips were obtained by
the Shanghai Museum from the Hong Kong antique market. Dated to
the mid-late Warring States period, the scope and content of this batch
of bamboo slips covers extensive areas: philosophy, literature, history,
religion, military affairs, education, political comments, music and
paleography; academic thoughts include Confucianism, Taoism, the
School of Positive and Negative Forces of the Warring States period etc.
The “Shanghai Museum’s collection of bamboo slips™ provides valuable
materials for research and are highly regarded by scholars in recent
years.

Specimens from the Chu State in the Spring and Autumn and
Warring States period are one of the most important sources for the study
of the carly history of Chinese calligraphy. The large quantity of bamboo
slips and silk manuscripts unearthed from the early Chu tombs have
uncovered new dimensions on the decipherment of the written words and
the understanding of the art of calligraphy of the period. Apart from that,
the ink writings on bamboo slips, which demonstrate distinctive styles in
both brushwork and composition, are better calligraphic specimens than
the Shang oracle-bone script on tortoise shells and the Zhou inscriptions
carved on ritual bronzes. The distinctive styles of the “Shanghai
Museum’s collection of bamboo slips™ improve the understanding of
the Warring States period’s calligraphic style in the history of Chinese
calligraphy.

This paper attempts to compare the calligraphy style of the
bamboo slips in the Shanghai Museum with the other bamboo slips, so as
to explore the changes of calligraphy style over the Spring and Autumn
and Warring States period. The uniqueness of Chu culture had an impact

on the distinctive characteristics of the Chu bamboo slips.
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