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A Brief Introduction

Master Xun was a last great master of the teachings of Confu-
cius following Mencius in the pre-Qin days. He was both an im-
portant link of developing history of the teachings of Confucius
and a thinker of inheriting the past and ushering in the future in
the pre-Qin days because he founded broad ideological system of
the Corfucianists and criticized and absorbed thoughts of the pre-
Qin philosophers. He was a great master of imparting study of
Confucian classics between the Qin and the Han Dynasties too and
held an important position in Chinese ancient history of study of
Confucian classics. The critical biography takes Master Xun’s
books as basic clue and consults appraisals of successive dynas-
ties on the theory of Master Xun and makes every effort to under-
stand Master Xun’s thought in overall viewpoint of tallying with

the actual situation.
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