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about the Sonatas ...

Op. 35

“I'm writing a Sonata in sib mineur here, containing my march which you know.
There's an Allegro, then a Scherzo in mib mineur, a march and a short finale,
maybe 3 sides long; the left hand and the right hand in unison chat after the march.”

From Chopin's letter to Julian Fontana in Paris, Nohant, 8 August 1839.

“Chopin’s excellent pupil, Gutmann, played his manuscript Scherzo in C# minor
and Chopin himself—his manuscript Sonata in Bb minor, with the funeral march.”

An excerpt from Ignaz Moscheles' account of a musical soirée in the drawing-room of August Léo on 21 October 1839,
placed in Aus Moscheles' Leben (letters and diaries), Leipzig 1872.

“A strange adventure happened to me when | was playing my Sonata in B flat among

my British friends [Manchester, 29 August 1848]. | had played—more or less correctly—
allegro and scherzo and was just going to start the march, when suddenly, emerging from
the half-open case of the piano, | saw the cursed phantoms that on one gloomy evening
appeared to me at Chartreuse [in the Carthusian monastery at Valldemosa in Majorcaj.

I had to leave for a moment, in order to control myself, and then started playing again
without a word.”

From Chopin's letter to Solange Clésinger, Johnstone Castle, 9 September 1848.

Op. 58

“Dear Friend.

My Sonata as well as the variants are at your disposal. | should like one thousand and two

hundred francs for both works. | would have called in on you but I'm feeling good for nothing.

My respects to your Wife. Yours,
Chopin”

Chopin's letter to Maurice Schlesinger in Paris, Paris, December 1844.

“My Sonata and Berceuse have already come out.”

From Chopin's letter to his family in Warsaw, Nohant, 18-20 July 1845.

“Oh how time flics! | don't know what's happening but | can't produce anything decent,
although I'm not lazing and pottering about like | was with you, justsitting

all day and night in my room. But | simply must get some manuscripts finished

before | leave here because I'm unable to compose in winter. Since you left

I've only written that sonata.”

From Chopin's letter to Kalasanty and Ludwika Jedrzejewicz in Warsaw, Nohant, August 1845.
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