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GENERAL PREFACE

With the accelerating integration of the world culture, the young
readers are in great need of a concise and authoritative edition of world
children’s literature. For this reason, we reedit and reprint the series The
Great Picture Treasury of World Literary Masterpieces for Children to
meet their needs.

The series consists of five hundred and ninety-two famous children’s
literary works of the world, taking the history of development of children’s
literature as its thread. It is divided into five sets: 7he Picture Treasury
of World Fairy Tales, The Picture Treasury of World Fables, The Picture
Treasury of World Myths, The Picture Treasury of World Folktales and
The Picture Treasury of World Science Fiction Stories, fifty-two volumes,
fourteen thousand and three hundred ninety pictures in total.

The series is one of the major national publishing projects. Since its
publication, it has been well received by the reading public and has been
awarded eighteen prizes including eleven national prizes.

Now it is reprinted with a new binding to meet the needs of readers.
The series adopts the large thirty-two-mo format throughout. The binding
is exquisite and original, the pictures lively and vivid, the language
succinct and clear. It is written both in Chinese and English so that
readers can learn English while they appreciate the works. We hope
the collection will be an elegant work of art and high-quality gift for your
relatives and friends.
The Editors
November, 2011
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PREFACE

Dear friends,

Today, we present to you with pleasure a precious gift, 7he Picture
Treasury of World Myths. The book is the third in the series The Great
Picture Treasury of World Literary Masterpieces for Children. We hope that
you like it.

A myth is an ancient story circulating among the people and presenting
supernatural episodes. It submits to a process of oral tradition among people
and reflects the ideals, senses and feelings of humans. Myths can let people
have a better understanding of man, nature and society.

The book selects seventy-six world famous myths, including eighteen
Chinese myths, and consists of more than three thousand pictures. The
selected works include famous Greek myths as well as influential early
works such as Babylonian myths, Egyptian myths, Hebrew myths, Indian
myths and so on. Besides, North European myths, American myths,
Australian myths, etc., are also included.

The editor in chief of the book is Mr. Yan Wenjing, the famous Chinese
writer of children’s literature. And the art advisor is Mr. Jiang Weipu, former
president of the Chinese Institute of Picture-story Books.

The book is written both in Chinese and in English. We have specially
invited the American professors Samuel Nicholson and Ella Nicholson to
be the general editors of the translations. They have worked very seriously
and diligently, and ensured the accuracy and standardization of the
English translations in the book.

The Editors
November, 2011
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(1) HEMARTF, LHREMER, LXK, TR, A REN—HREHM
— R EFEKE

In the beginning before the universe was established, the earth was void.
There was no heaven above and no earth below. The earth was in darkness with
water everywhere.

(2) Mgeem A — RUKEE, MB35 RN A — RO 5 e B 1) 2o 4% , IR T2
AT AMATTL B RUER

In the sea there was a monster named Apsu,and in the abyss there was a
lion-bodied monster with a dragon head named Tiawath. They made trouble all
the time.
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After a long time Tiawath gave birth to a god and a goddess. The god was
named Lukhmu, and the goddess was named Lakhamu. They went to live in the
heaven,and from then on, there was a difference between heaven and earth.
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(4) XBL M NARBHZDMEMED SGE THA , R MEDE
KA FTARFIAK R 525 :

Lukhmu and Lakhamu gave birth to a god, Anshar,and a goddess, Kishar.
Afterwards Anshar and Kishar gave birth to the God of Heaven Ana,the God of
Water Ea, and many others.
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( 5 ) KEPTEFFEBRM HHEL , FH—RRER, TRIEHHUE, EH L
TEBRRITEGRIRNRK,

The sea monster saw an increase in the number of gods day by day,and
their forces continued to gather momentum. Apsu was very angry and took his
son, Mummu, to look for Tiawath and discuss a way to deal with the situation.

(6) RITAH KA TIERIR, K EZH KA1 288 E5k AR R, b
BRI o

Tiawath hated the gods bitterly and vowed to wipe them out. Mummu de-
cided to dispatch troops on a punitive expedition against the gods. Apsu praised
him very much for his idea.
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(7) BTG T —RNENSR L, B R B
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Tiawath created a group of ferocious soldiers. Among them were serpents,
monstrous dragons, fierce dogs, scorpion-men, fish-men,and violent wind and
rain; and they were supposed to completely wipe out the gods.

(8) tHAERT, M8 M B N S I, 8 iz " HEAE M A B AT , oAt
ARORE EMHIIE -

Before going out to battle, she appointed her lover, Kingu, as chief mar-
shal and put “the fatal sign” into his chest, and let him have power to make deci-
sions for the gods’ fate.
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(9) BEZMER, BT —HE, R EEMICELRY  “RITHHERRLE

il AABEEITR T

The God of Wisdom, Ea, heard this news and promptly told his father, An-
shar, “Our ancestor Tiawath will soon attack us.”

(10) ZYITEXIE R, Wi LT LB & AR5 AR 7 . A2 o Pk o (7 BT
XA, KM

When Anshar heard this news, he let his son tell Tiawath not to deliber-
ately provoke him. Ea was ordered to fly to the earth.
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(1) (S BT T AR, TR , 2R SO, TR T I3,
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When Ea went to talk with Tiawath, he saw that her face was contorted
with a murderbus look. He was so frightened that he returned without saying a
word.
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(12) BHBTHILF St e WAHAL , B 45 B GURRHUK R, (HESRTE AR I
GIER (W 8

Ea’s son,Marduk, went to see his grandfather and volunteered to lead the
troops against the sea monster, but only if he were to be appointed the com-
mander-in-chief of the gods.
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Anshar was very glad when he saw Marduk’s gallantry and at once granted
his request. He then sent a messenger, Gaga, to invite gods from all the places
for a banquet.

(14) EWHABH KD BIRZ )G , W ER L DA N ELURER 2T,
KT H o

The different gods arrived one after another. After the banquet Anshar
named Marduk the leader and vested him with full authority. All the gods cho-
rused their support.
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In order to confirm his destructive as well as his creative powers, Marduk,

by his words alone, caused the destruction and reconstruction of a robe placed
before him.

(16) RMKE , FIFEEIF: Dkt 5L, MRRITNBE , B SR A fE S
GBI -t hes B

The gods were very happy and cheered in unison, “Marduk, you are our
liberator. Nobody will disobey your orders!” They gave him their weapons one
after the other.
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