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FOREWORD

Education has proven beyond the shadow of a doubt.
ito be the most important asset of any nation or people.
‘The lack of it soon dooms a nation to a'third or fourth
rate power regardless of the size of its population. It is
therefore the prime concern of any country to see to it
that the best possible education is made available to all of
its people.

A-good public educational system will produce literate
and informed people, vocationally and professionally
trained, sk;lf sdpporting, citizens and will foster the ideals,
"be'liefs and loyalty of its countrymen. Where the educati-
onal level is highest, there one will find, most likely, the
_greatest obportunities for economic growth and develop-
ment, the most .creative and inventive minds and_' the
greatest potential for leadership and prosperity.

The most effective way to initiate a good school
system, or to change a mediocre school program into a
good one, is, first, to conduct a school survey by a team of
trained educators and citizens. Such a study should bring
into focus the goals and objectives for which the schools
are striving. It should uncover the strengths: and weak-
nesses in the administrative organization, curriculum;
teaching methods, tools of instruction and,buildin‘gs éuid
facilities. Also, it should provide objective information for
an extended number. of years, on the cost of education
and should project the number of pupils for which facilities
and faculty must be provided. All of this data, together
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with recommendations, based uISon “the findings of the
survey, should prove to be an invaluable blueprint of
action for schoolv planning authorities and ministries of
education. '

‘Although I have not had an opportunity to review the
:manuscript of The School Survey: Its Priunciples and
Practices, I have read the table of contents and the orig-
inal dissertation around which the manuscript for the
study was developed. It is my opinion that this study will .
serve as a very reliable and important guide for any school
administ‘;ator or consultant who is interested in conducting
a school survey of a single school or a school system
consisting of many schools.

It was a real pleasure for me to write a fereword for
* this study Dr. Tsai was a former student of mine in a
course in School Surveys at Indiana University, Bloom-
ington, Indiana, U.S.A. I admired his dedication as a student
and his pers1stancc, in the face of difficult circumstances,
to complete his training for the degree of Doctor of Edu-
cation. I commend him highly for having written this study
It should serve a very useful purpose in training school
administrators and as a reference study for those persons
who are 1nterested in the field of education.

' Harold. H. Church
Emeritus Professor of Educatmn
Indlana University.
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