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A Brief Introduction

The Hui nationality of China is an ethnic group being formed
upon Moslem immigrants who as a whole were named “ Huihui”.
It was during the dynasties of Ming and Qing that having experi-
enced a long evelvement into native Chinese the Hui people came
to a key time in her development of national culture and con-
sciousness. During this period there appeared a group of Hui in-
tellectuals ( called “Huiru” , the Hui Confucian scholar) who had
a good command of both of Islamic and Chinese culture and were
of double cultural makings of Hui and Han. It was these scholars
who, on the base of Islamic philosophy and under the full influ-
ence of the Confucian philosophy (“Lixue”) of Song and Ming
Dynasty, created a new philosophical system — “Huihui Lixue”
(the Huihui Philosophy). The establishment of Huihui Lixue was
a great contribution not only to Hui people herself but also to
whole Chinese people, and which, being viewed from a special
sense, provided better evidence to the intimate relationship be-
tween Hui and Han peoples. All of the three scholars concerned
in this book had contributed greatly to the creation and develop-
ment of Huihui Lixue. Among them, Wang Daiyu as a chief
founder of Huihui Lixue set up its purpose, tasks, content, way,
and road; Liu Zhi further made it canonical, delicate, and dia-
lectical; and Ma Dexin played his great part in its late develop-
ment by regulating and completing it. The purpose of this book is
to give a critical study of the three scholars’ life, thoughts, and
contributions, and to make a research into the various values of

Huihui Lixue by taking these scholars as examples.
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