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In the decade or so before and after the return of Hong Kong's
sovereignty to China, the news media have gone through a lot more
than a sea change. They have been upended on their collective head,
to the point that every poll on the subject has resulted in growing
disappointment with local journalism and so-called journalists.

The author of this book, Dr. Cheung Kwai-yeung, has cited only a
handful of examples of how the media, both print and electronic, have
for all practical purposes sold their very soul to the marketplace. How
very apt — though sad — this is happening in a place that was founded
originally as nothing more than an entrepot in the 19™ century.

It's a no-brainer to realize Hong Kong's news media are hitting the
skids. All one has to do is to read a vernacular newspaper or watch a
newscast.

In the newspaper — any newspaper with the exception of no more
than two out of the score of dailies published in Hong Kong — one finds
nothing but sensationalism, titillation, prurient exploitation, political
propaganda disguised as coverage.

On television, young women, and a few young men, barely out of
college — if they had gone to university at all — have been endowed
with the grstIy undeserved and grandiose title of principal news anchors
when in fact they do nothing more than read whatever has been 'wriften
by others and appears on the TelePrompTer or AutoCue in front of them.
Most, if not all, have never worked a day as either a reporter or an editor.
They are not anchors. They are actors and actresses; Qndﬂnof very good
ones at that. :
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1Nt examples of this new fangled counter-news
years back when a certain reporter with only
éispofched to cover an important meeting. The
e question and was immediately lectured for the
 think that were this fo have happened in a "normal"
, the reporter would have been upbraided by the
i r might even have been fired. Instead, the reporter became an
“instant-celebrity and the notoriety resulted in guest lectureship at a local
university, a regular talk show slot and a magazine column.

One might ask how did Hong Kong's news media get dumbed down
in such a short time and who are principally responsible?

"Just look into a mirror" was the answer this reporter gave a few
years ago at a University of Hong Kong forum on media responsibility.

For a society deserves the news media it gefs. It's too easy but wrong
to blame this mess on just the owners, editors and reporters. How about
the advertisers who continue to support those sleazy publications? And
how about those hundreds of thousands of readers and millions of
watchers who continue to buy these rags and watch these news "shows"?
Aren't we all responsible for the way the news media have turned out?

However, despite this dire condemnation of the current media
situation in Hong Kong, this reporter remains a firm believer of that
Chinese saying which says that when things have gone way over fo one
extreme, they're bound to swing back the other way sooner or later.

So, what to do while we wait for the pendulum to swing back ’roW'ard '
more decent news products? 4 <
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A close reading of Dr. Cheung's book would go a long way toward
preparing both the casual and serious consumers of news in determining
what makes for socially responsible news media.

This reporter has known and worked with the author for more than
two decades. There's a saying in the craft of journalism that is more truth
than truism: "Those who can, do; those who can't, teach."

Dr. Cheung is one the rare exceptions to this. For he can certainly
both do and teach.

Enjoy his pearls of wisdom!

Raymond R. Wong (EEL)

Distinguished Fellow

School of Communication

Hong Kong Baptist University
(BERREAB@EERSMREL)
July 24,2006
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