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Her Photographs Influenced Me in My Photographic Conception
Wu Jialin

These are the photographs taken by my wife at random in less than a year.
She began to learn to take photos at the age of 63, having no ideas at all of focal
distance, depth of field, frontlighting, backlighting and so on. It never occurred
to me that her photographs could be found more fashionable, modernistic and
avant—garde than mine, the works of a veteran photographer whose career
exceeded 40 years. The photographs included in the present volume are all her
primary works without pruning or any final-period treatment.

My wife and | have been through thick and thin for 44 years. | have been
working at a photographic department all the time, mostly going out on business
trips. She had to go to work everyday and at the same time shoulder the heavy
burden of doing housework and taking care of our four children. She retired from
the post office ahead of schedule due to poor health conditions. At the age of
55, she suffered severely from the loss of our son. From then on, | would bring
her along with me wherever | went. In the period of over 100 days from the winter
of 2003 to the spring of 2004, | traveled through all the 26 bordering counties in
order to publish Moments along the Frontier and Wu Jialin « Baosharn. She kept
along with me all the time from dawn till dusk, never interfering in my work. She
said watching me photographing was a joy to her. | know very well to take photos
in complete freedom is a good medicine to cure mental affliction. In April 2007,
| accepted the assignment of taking small pictures for W Jialin - His Homeland
Zhaotong. At the same time, | bought her a small Nikon digital camera about
the size of a cigarettes case and encouraged her to learn to take photos. In the
evening, when | helped her remove unsuccessful pictures, | would often find in
happy astonishment quite a few very successful ones. My affirmative comments
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encouraged her. But she complained that it was difficult to snap flowing images.
Obviously, it is due to small digital cameras’ shutter hysteresis. Returning to
Kunming in the end of June, | gave her a Nikon D80. Whenever she goes out, to
buy vegetables or to pick up our grand children, she would take the camera with
her, snapping the shutter from time to time. Photographing helps her to attain
mental tranquility and satisfaction. And her health is improved.

In February 2008, the Houston FOTOFEST International Photographic Festival
conducted a retrospective exhibition on my behalf. My wife and | were invited to
attend the inauguration. | brought along 90 of her photographs. All who saw the
pictures spoke highly of them. Robert Pledge, Director—general of the New York
Contact Press Images asked to look at her pictures again after viewing them once.

“A photographic genius!” he said, “she can hold a photographic exhibition in
the U.S.A. next year.”

In talking about the improvement of one’ s technique in photography, |
would often quote a proverb, “a poet’ s talent lies outside of his poems.”
Similarly, what determines the achievement of a photographer in the long run
is not his proficiency in photography which he has already mastered, but his
comprehensive qualifies and his cultural accomplishments in general. The latter is
the decisive factor. My wife is a typical housewife, mainly engaged in housework
for long yeas. She knows nothing about photography, not to mention any bit
of photographic theories. Yet, when she snaps the shutter, she displays her
wonderful skill. Her photographs, showing ingenuity and originality, exceed the
works of some veterans.

Her works influenced me in my photographic conception.

The Wu Yuehua phenomenon cannot but urge me to think closely and come
to understand:

1.She has inborn visual aesthetic judgment. In her youth, she took
pleasure in literature and art and was good at singing and dancing. In straitened
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circumstances, she was able to put our living rooms in good order,clean and tidy.
| often said to her jokingly that she was an artist in homemaking. Right here lies
the foundation of her success in photography.

2.She newer touched any books or magazines in photography. Her potential
visual angle is free from pollution. Whenever she discovers anything worth
photographing, she snaps the shutter by instinct, dauntlessly and ignorantly,
without being affected by any conventions. She has not been professionally
trained. Just because of this, she has no load on her mind.

3.The present collection of photographs,praized by photographic
specialists,were all selected by me personally from a large amount of pictures
superior and inferior. Either the photographer herself or an ordinary editor is not
able to accomplish the task of selection. This, perhaps, reveals the importance
of an excellent photographic editor and designer of photographic exhibitions to a
good photographer.

4.Her pictures prove that Marc Riboud is right in saying “the eye is more
important than thought and even more important than language.” She has
good eyesight and visual angle, partly due to endowments and partly due to
my influence. For long years, she and our children have been the first batch of
viewers of my pictures. They commented on them freely, pointing out their merits
and shortcomings.

| feel proud and pleased for my wife’ s photographs, for she has opened a
new horizon in photography that belongs to herself.

April 5, 2008 in Kunming

English translation by Li Xiwen
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