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Preface

Steven Rockefeller

The future belongs to those nations and peoples who successfully make the transition
to sustainable ways of living and sustainable development. This will require adopting
patterns of production and consumption that protect Earth’s ecological integrity, eradicate
poverty, and promote human well-being. Environmental Education (EE) and Education
for Sustainable Development( ESD Jempower communities with the knowledge, skills and
values that they need to advance social and economic change and put society on the path
to sustainability.

Over the past four decades the international community has conducted an in-depth
dialogue on environmental conservation and sustainable development and on EE/ESD.
The dialogue has involved the emerging global civil society as well as governments and
the United Nations. The international documents assembled in this publication provide a
very valuable introduction to this important dialogue and to the concepts on which there is
wide international agreement. The translation of these documents into Chinese is a
significant contribution to China’s ongoing efforts to integrate the values and principles of
sustainable development into formal and non-formal education, everyday life, and the
conduct of business.

The growing worldwide movement in support of EE/ESD builds upon the
international recognition that education is fundamental to human development and a basic
human right. In addition, over the last two decades the thinking about EE/ESD has
developed in the general context created by the international Education for All movement.
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) in Article 26 declares that every
person has a right to education and that basic education should be both compulsory and
free. Tragically hundreds of millions of children and adults, a large majority of whom are
girls and women, are still denied this basic right. Recognizing the seriousness of this
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challenge, the international community issued the World Declaration on Education for All
at a 1990 conference held in Jomtien, Thailand, and UNESCO was given responsibility
for leading the Education for All global initiative. In Article 1, the World Declaration
states that the content of basic education should include the “knowledge, skills, values,
and attitudes required by human beings to be able to survive, to develop their full
capacities, to live and work in dignity, to participate fully in development, to improve the
quality of their lives, to make informed decisions, and to continue learning.” This is an
excellent general description of what a sound basic education should strive to transmit. In
a scientific and technological age, the emphasis on values and attitudes as well as
knowledge and skills is especially noteworthy.

Over the following decade, the international community again and again reaffirmed
its commitment to basic education for all at a number of world summits and international
conferences on human rights, children, women, the environment and other critical issues.
These initiatives culminated with a meeting of the World Education Forum in Dakar,
Senegal, in 2000 and with agreement on the Education for All Dakar Framework for
Action, which emphasizes gender equality and outlines what must be done to secure
universal access to high quality early childhood and primary education. In accord with the
goals of the Dakar Framework, the United Nations Millennium Declaration (2000)
includes as one of its Millennium Development Goals the commitment “to ensure that by
2015 children everywhere, boys and girls alike, will be able to complete a full course of
primary schooling and that girls and boys will have equal access to all levels of
education.”

It was the United Nations Stockholm Conference on the Human Environment in
1972 that put environmental concerns on the agenda of the United Nations. The World
Charter for Nature adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in 1982 is the first
international law document to affirm that efforts to protect the environment should be
guided by an ethic of respect for nature based on the recognition that all life forms have
value quite apart from their utilitarian value for people. Building on what was
accomplished at Stockholm and at other related conferences during the 1970s and early
1980s , the World Commission on Environment and Development focused the
international community on the concept of sustainable development in its 1987 report,
Our Common Future. Calling for a new ethic of intergenerational responsibility, the

World Commission defines sustainable development as“ development that meets the needs
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of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own
needs. Its report explains that sustainable development is about the eradication of poverty
and improving the quality of life for all people while safeguarding Earth’s ecological
systems and biodiversity. In 1992 the United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development (the Rio Earth Summit), which produced the Rio Declaration and Agenda
21, brought together government leaders from around the world and endeavored to
galvanize commitment to the goal of sustainable development.

However, during the 1990s governments became preoccupied with short-term
economic growth, and as a consequence the long-term health of the environment and
sustainability were not made a priority. In an effort to counter this trend and generate wide
popular support for sustainable development, a civil society initiative conducted a five
year, worldwide, cross-cultural dialogue on shared values and drafted the Earth Charter,
which was part of the unfinished business of the Rio Earth Summit. Completed and
launched in 2000, the Earth Charter is a declaration of global interdependence and
universal responsibility that presents fundamental principles for building a just,
sustainable and peaceful world. At the heart of the Earth Charter is an ethic of respect and
care for the community of life as a whole. It also recognizes that humanity’s
environmental, economic, and social challenges are closely interrelated and can only be
addressed with holistic thinking and the collaboration of government, business and civil
society. The Earth Charter has been endorsed by over 5, 000 organizations, including
UNESCO and the World Conservation Union (IUCN). In addition, the Johannesburg
Declaration, which was issued by the World Summit on Sustainable Development
(Rio+10)in 2002, affirms the inclusive ethical vision in the Earth Charter, using language
from the Earth Charter Preamble, in the following statement: “From this Continent, the
Cradle of Humanity, we declare...our responsibility to one another, to the greater
community of life and to our children.” (Paragraph 6)

Inspired by the concerns and aspirations expressed in the Stockholm Declaration
(1972), UNESCO and other international organizations began promoting EE during the
1970s and 1980s. New knowledge generated by advances in biology, chemistry, ecology
and physics intensified interest in the subject of environmental protection and EE. Many
scientists reached the conclusion that Earth’s biosphere is one great, self regulating,
ecological system that human activity is beginning to disrupt and degrade. In addition, the
new field of environmental ethics and philosophy took form and grew rapidly.
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Endeavoring to integrate the goals of the environmental education movement with the
new thinking on sustainability, the 1992 Rio Earth Summit focused attention on the
critical role of ESD in Chapter 36 of Agenda 21. The Earth Summit and Agenda 21
inspired new efforts to develop and promote EE/ESD.

In 1997, for example, UNESCO and the government of Greece held an international
conference entitled “Environment and Society: Education and Public Awareness for
Sustainability.” The Declaration of Thessaloniki issued by the conference describes
education as “one of the pillars of sustainability” and calls for the “reorientation of
education as a whole towards sustainability.” (Articles 6 and 10) Reflecting a growing
consensus, the Education for All Dakar Framework for Action (2000) affirms that
“education is...the key to sustainable development and peace and stability within and
among nations.” (Article 6) In the course of the World Summit on Sustainable
Development (2002 ), eleven of the world’s foremost educational and scientific
organizations, including UNESCO, issued the Ubuntu Declaration that calls for the
greening of the school curriculum at all levels. The Declaration also endorses the Earth
Charter “as the inspiring, fundamental and balanced set of principles and guidelines for
building a just, sustainable and peaceful global society in the 21* Century, which should
permeate all levels and sectors of education. ”

In the light of these developments, the UN General Assembly launched the Decade
of Education for Sustainable Development (DESD) in 2005 and charged UNESCO with
the task of coordinating the Decade. The launch of the Decade by UNESCO closely links
the EE/ESD movement with the Education for All initiative. It challenges every nation
and community to deepen its commitment to sustainable development and to integrate
EE/ESD into all levels of education in ways respectful of cultural diversity. In promoting
the Decade, UNESCO has put a special emphasis on the critical importance of teaching
the attitudes and values that are essential, if humanity is to change its patterns of
consumption and production and achieve the goal of sustainability. A keen awareness of
the interdependence of all peoples and of people and nature coupled with a strong sense
of shared responsibility for the well being of the community of life as a whole and future
generations is the first pillar of sustainable development. The awakening of this ethical
consciousness provides inspiration for change and guidance for action.

In recent decades China has made extraordinary progress in promoting economic

development and lifting millions of people out of poverty. However, the rapid economic
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development of China has caused severe environmental degradation, depleted essential
resources, including water, and created serious health problems. Recognizing the urgent
need for “harmony with nature” as essential to long-term economic and social well-
being, the government of China with the support of many new Chinese civil society
organizations has begun to address the great challenge of building a green economy and
restoring and protecting the environment. Education reform has been part of these efforts.

For example, in 1996 “The National Action Compendium on Environmental
Communication and Education” recognized “EE/ESD for all” as essential to achieving
sustainable development and a harmonious society in China. In 1997 a path breaking, ten
year project, the Environmental Educators’ Initiative, was launched in an effort to reshape
basic education. It involved the collaboration of government departments, environmental
NGOs, and multi-national corporations. Environment Education Centers were established
at Beijing Normal University and many other universities. After four years of
consultations, National Environmental Education Guidelines were drafted in 2003 and
implemented in primary and secondary schools on a trial basis. With these and other
initiatives, a foundation for the ongoing development of EE/ESD in China has been
established. It is also important to note that China’s Confucian, Taoist and Buddhist
traditions are invaluable sources of wisdom as China endeavors to clarify the spiritual
values and ethical ideals needed to guide efforts to live in harmony with nature and build
a just and sustainable world.

As is the case in all nations, much work remains to be done in China to build formal
and non-formal educational systems adequate to the interrelated environmental, economic
and social challenges of the 21 century. The study of the declarations, conventions and

reports in this volume will help to advance this work. “EE/ESD for all” is a vitality
important goal.
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PREFACE

Derek Elias Mikko Cantell

The past couple of decades have seen China take a prominent role in the global
economy and international relations. Our century has already been labelled the century of
Asia and in that context in particular, China is playing a major role in development.
Recently, in addition to being a major importer and exporter of raw materials and
products alike, China has also assumed the new role of a donor in the international
community. This is an important shift in the role of China in human development.

China’s growth to reach its increasingly strong position has not been without adverse
implications. Along with unprecedented increases in economic opportunities and
generation of wealth, the country has witnessed serious environmental and social
consequences. This has most recently been addressed through very strong increases in
investments in renewable energy and showing that environmental concerns, too, can drive
economic development. As an example, United Nations Environment Programme’s 2009
report Global Trends in Sustainable Energy Investment 2009 — Analysis of Trends and
Issues in the Financing of Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency notes that
“[d]eveloping countries contributed $24.2 billion of new investment to the Asia and
Oceania region in 2008, an increase of 12% on the previous year (42% CAGR from
2006—2008). In China sustainable energy investment grew 18% to $15.6 billion — driven
by some timely policy interventions”.

The above does not mean that there would not remain a lot to be done. China, like
many other countries striving for further development, is faced with a dilemma of
choosing alternate paths to development. An essential component in finding solutions is
through investment in education which addresses sustainable development challenges and

¥£: Derek Elias, Chief of Education for Sustainable Development Unit, UNESCO Bangkok
Mikko Cantell, Associate Expert, Education for Sustainable Development Unit, UNESCO Bangkok
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equips learners to deal with change and unpredictability.

The translation of several key documents in the present volume will help bring about
a wider awareness of sustainability in China. There is no doubt that education is central to
finding durable ways to approach sustainable development, and it is therefore of critical
value that the vast group of Chinese educators be even better equipped to address
contemporary challenges in the future. As the compiling authors note, education has been
responsible for much of the traditional development the world has enjoyed. The 21*
century started with an immensely wealthy world population with an incredible amount of
creativity used for economic activity. At the same time, the early 21% century has already
witnessed severe financial, food and fuel crises that traditional education and development
have contributed to, and which have hit the most vulnerable communities the hardest. As
the Education For All (UNESCO, 2010) Global Monitoring Report predicts for the year
2010, an additional 125 million people are at risk of being pushed into the limiting and
suppressive state of malnutrition and 90 million into poverty. Education in the traditional
sense, we have grown to understand, has not been able to meet such human demands.

The values advocated by the UN Decade of ESD (2005—2014) are universal rather
than culturally oriented. These values should in turn be translated into educational action
which is culturally appropriate and speaks to the minds and hearts of the people in all
Member States. This is no small task. International collaboration and solidarity will grow
out of shared concerns about global challenges and communities will be brought closer
through local tackling of these problems.

On the pages that follow, a point is being made about the numbers. The “two-
series” global conferences reflecting important paradigm shifts in global politics, the
“seven-series” in environmental awareness in education, and the “five-series” seen as an
important linkage in incrementally tying the links between EE and ESD for the benefit of
a broader approach.

As it assumes an increasingly prominent role in numerous fields in the 21* century,
there is no obstacle, provided there is continued political will and professional commitment,

in China’s becoming a leading country in addressing sustainability through education.
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