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Since the 1990s, international society has shown two features in dealing with

important issues in population and development. One emphasizes the role of
gender in analyzing and resolving social development problems that are im-
portant for promoting women’ s participation in social , economic,and political
activities and improving women’s status. This is apparently embodied in the
platforms and action plans of the International Population and Development
Conference held in Cairo in 1994 and the Fourth World Conference on
Women held in Beijing in 1995. The other emphasizes the protection of the
rights and interests of the vulnerable population groups in society, such as the
elderly, children, and the poor. These two features are clearly manifested in
this book Research and Community Practice on Gender Difference in Chiid
Survival in China ,written by Li Shuzhuo and Zhu Chuzhu of the Popula-

tion and Economic Research Institute at Xi’ an Jiaotong University. This is
consistent with the mainstream of international approaches to studying and
resolving practical population and social issues.

In context of effects of biomedical factors, girls have innate advantages
in child survival relative to boys in contemporary society. However, ex-
cess female child mortality observed in some populations is not an issue

related to biomedicine. It needs analysis of sex difference in child sur-
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vival related to social environment, namely, study on gender difference
prevalent in international academic world. In the aspect of child sur-
vival, gender difference is mainly manifested in discrimination against
girls in food and nutrition as well as medical care resulting from son
preference in society. This has directly resulted in a change for girls
from relative advantageous to disadvantageous in child survival. Actual-
ly, it is the reflection of women’s low status in the stage of childhood.
Relative disadvantage in female child survival is an international issue,
existing extensively in some countries with strong son preference. A
special study report of the United Nations points out that excess female
child mortality is relatively serious in regions of East Asia, South Asia,
North Africa and West Asia. Moreover, this situation has not been ob-
viously changed yet. Various governments and international organiza-
tions in the world have paid much attention to this issue, and have
made substantial attempts and efforts in order to tackle this important
issue.

Because of the influence of the deeply rooted son preference in history
of China, excess female child mortality existed extensively in Chinese
society before the 1950s. It was alleviated after new China was found.
However, since the early 1980s, son preference has intensified and ex-
cess female child mortality has become serious under low fertility con-
dition. Although various laws and regulations protecting the rights and
interests of women and children have been made in China, affairs in-
fringing on rights and interests of women, especially girls, take place
here and there in real social life. It is one of the issues to be urgently
resolved in population and social development in China. Contrast to
adult women, being in an early stage in life course, girls lack of ability
to protect themselves. Consequently, survival and development of girls

can only be ensured by family and so ciety. Therefore,in this context,
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it is of remarkable significance to study gender difference in child sur-
vival, to put forward suggestions on policy-making about protecting
survival of girls,and to improve wo men’s status and protect survival of girls
at community level. This monograph written by Li Shuzhuo and Zhu
Chuzhu reflects attempts and efforts of Chinese population scientists to tackle
the issue in recent years.

The two authors of this book have been actively involved in study and
practice of population and family planning in China for a long time. In
recent years,with support from family planning committees at various
levels, they have conducted thorough studies and practices on female
child survival related to son preference and have obtained meaningful
achievements. Based on the systematic summary of the domestic and
foreign research results, the authors, with both serious, impersonal and
factualistic attitude and qualitative and quantitative research methods,
systematically, thoroughly and roundly analyzed gender differences in
child survival. In this book,a series of important conclusions have been
drawn, which offer reliable answers to some prime disputes over this is-
sue. Meanwhile, they provided detailed suggestions for improving fe-
male child survival environment by way of building new community
childbearing culture and carrying out the preparatory practice in com-
munities. It is no doubt that these attempts play an important role in
improving female child survival environment.

To resolve the problem of female’s disadvantages in child survival is a
long-term task and needs substantial endeavors of all sectors in society
to improve female child survival environment. With support from the
State Family Planning Commission and framework of “New culture of
marriage and childbearing entering into families” , the Population and
Economic Research Institute at Xi’an Jiaotong University is now con-

ducting national reproductive health training and community activities
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in 39 community network counties to improve female child survival.
This is an important social intervention program. I hope this program
success so as to provide better working modes and experiences for the

future.

Jiang Zhenghua
Beijing
September 1999
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