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My sentiment
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Red, orange, yellow, green, cyan, blue and purple, this is the rainbow’s color. They are also
the color of my lovely childhood. My childhood was exactly like the colorful rainbow, which
had a lot of fun and happiness. I like to read books, play piano, do sports.... And I also have a

colorful hobby — making handcraft.
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It was in my first grade of primary school when I went into the teacher Zhu’s handcraft
classroom. I will never forget the scene, there were several big cabinets along the wall, a lot
of beautiful handcrafts are allocated in the shelves. Webby flowers, paints made of paper
pulp, bracelet of small bead, potter eggs... There were several cute animals made by plasticine
decorated by small house, flowers, grasses and trees. I was totally attracted, like Alice went into
the fairyland, I felt that I was coming into a fairy tale world. I was so excited and decided to

learn it. From then on, I added a new hobby — handcraft and I still enjoy it now.
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As I recalled my first class, the lesson was “Hen Brooding” However, the start step was
not making hen but making ball by plasticine. I cannot knead the ball very well at beginning, so
I had to start from scratch again and again, like Vinci painted the eggs. After several practices,
[ learnt how to knead. Then I started to make body, cockscomb, mouth, wings, tail, eggs and
tree. Each class was two hours, but I felt time was flying and never got tired. When Mum came
to pick me up, I was still working on the tree. Since I was not experienced and also wanted to
make it perfect, Mum waited there for a long time. Till now, Mum still makes joke with me — “

Did you make a good habit of doing things well from the handcraft?” Yeah, Maybe.
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After that, I leant a lot from the class, and I tried to add something in the work. For an
example, teacher taught me how to make potter bracelet. There was some decoration portion
with flower shape, like plum blossom. Then I tried to replace it with star shape. After several
trials, I made it. Since then, I always added some “innovation” in the classroom. I also got many

awards in the handcraft competitions afterwards.
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Now, I am quite good at it. I usually do some handcraft during my casual time. There
were different animals, characters with different poses. I also present those handcrafts to my
friends or relatives as gifts. Each of them is quite like it and thinks it is meaningful. Hearing

their compliment, I feel very proud and satisfied.
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I passed the examination and went to the Shanghai Foreign Language School affiliated
to Shanghai International Studies University as a junior high school student in 2009. When I
think back about the first grade in primary school, a lot of classmates gave up their hobbies,
but I had the opportunity to go to the teacher Zhu's classroom, enjoy the handcraft and learn
how to supplement each other between the study and hobbies. I am very happy, and like to
thank my parent and teacher. Thanks my parent for the freedom they gave to me, and thanks

teacher Zhu for bringing me into the colorful world.
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My friends, if you would like to have a colorful childhood, and become smart and clever

by owning a hobby, then follow me, let’s start to learn how to make handcrafts.

$8HE SHI Hongmeng
2010—6—16
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Words from teacher Zhu
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Duck playing water, Monkey reaching to the moon, Panda gathering party... Looking at
these livingly and cute clay sculptures made by my students, I feel very fulfilled and satisfied.

They are the fruits of my year’s effort and nurturing.
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Through clay art education, I firmly believe that enhancing youth’s handcraft capability
helps them to develop a strong intelligence foundation, and fully alive to the content which
the famous educator Sukhomlinski says, “ Children’s intelligence lies on their finger tips” . In
an effort to enhance student’s interest in learning handcraft making, I designed the education
material according to children’s age and development phrases. I broke down difficult works
into chunks that are easier for students to handle. Students enjoy and learn quickly through

such experiences.
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Learning clay art do many goods to children’s overall development. It not only helps to up
level their aesthetic appreciation ability, it also develop their cognitive ability and creativeness.

My student SHI Hongmeng is such a child with confidence and happiness. She is full of
imagination and creativity, and learns quickly with her hands and mind. During several years’
learning of clay art, her vivid works won a lot of award in the Shanghai and national wide
contest. I am proud of her. This time she recommends editing a book to record the clay art

procedures so that more children could understand and enjoy this art.
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To encourage more children and their parents to join in this interesting activity, I and
HongMeng Shi will demonstrate the steps and methods of the clay art, and would like to invite

you to join us, learn the techniques and explore your talents through the enjoyment.
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1, A, B, K6, 426, B,

BT, A
Plasticines (white, yellow, green, red, E \ } \
b, Tl \$D

2, BI—it, #EERH.

Scissors

A bottle of white glue.

3. BETH
Plastic tools

4, BEIFEET. KKEH, FEET.

Some clips, needles, toothpicks.
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i Color Mixing

WO+ A=t HE+iEta=5ea HE+4 =K
Orange =Yellow + Red Green = Yellow+ Blue  Pink = White + Red

P 0+ =R e ARG e pi) ZLfa+i5 fa=4a| HE+4 o+ =R

Mauve = White + Purple Brown = Red + Green Purple = Red + Blue Carneose = White + Red+Yellow

At =R
Sky blue =White + Blue

Tips:
# e =yellow; “Lt=red; ##=orange; & =blue; 4 & =green; H4& =white;
R ¥ =sky blue; %@ =purple; 3% % =mauve; &% =brown; & =gray;

] f8,=carneose
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[FERTE
Ball

HETE
Olive shaped block

KR
Blob shaped block

i 52
Oval block

HE ME
Carrot shaped block
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Making body: Use the pink

plasticine to make a carrot
shaped block.
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1)Bend top of carrot slightly.2)
Add tiny red plasticine in the
top.
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Making ears: 1)Knead a red

ball, then stave it. 2)Wrap the
edge of block like picture.




