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paintings each accompanied with a poem or an essay, the calligraphy of

which varies between Chinese traditional scripts of Zhen, Cao, Li and
Zhuan. It is indeed an outstanding combination of poem, calligraphy and
painting. Many historic sites in the old Shanghai are included such as
Ningbo Provincial Guide, Jing’an Temple, Longhua Temple, Drilling
Plot, the Machinery Sector, British Residence, French Concession, the
Bund, the Police Office of the Old Shanghai, Shenbao Newspaper Office,
and even the theatres and gardens. “Clustered at the port are the ships
from all nations; in the grand and glorious mansions are living the
foreigners; meandering in the fresh and mild sunshine after a slight rain
are the carts and wagons; with delicate eyebrows and full cheeks are
those pretty ladies and intoning praising verses are those fascinated
and enchanted talents who gather around.” All the lifelike pictures
unfolded are surely to inspire your reminiscent illusion and yearnings.

The two—volume thread-binding edition is photocopied on top—grade
Xuan paper bound in more traditional Chinese style binding and layout.
Treasured up in a brocade~wrapped case, the delicate article makes a
cherishable gift.

Guangling Publishing House
November 2007

ﬂlmms Suverfuoyg

s08ja1] soYpY

Editor’s Preface

At the turn of the century, Shanghai, as a booming international
metropolis, is presenting a fresh look with each passing day, vitality
permeating every corner of it.

More than 100years ago Shanghai started to function as a commercial
port. Much of the glory accumulated in the old days has, however, been
replaced by modern skyscrapers. The buildings of mosaic Western
styles, persistently leaning over the Huangpujiang River, seem to be
recounting all the vicissitudes witnessed in the city’s history. Increasing
yearnings may have arisen for those past memories of Shanghai. How did
she, in a short span of one hundred years, spring swiftly into the developed
party of cities? What remains of historic sites and scenic spots left with
us through all those years are worth our reminiscence and visit?

With its excellent drawings and accompanying essays, this collection
of Shenjiang Scenery, which came out in 1884, brought to life many of
the typical buildings and historic sites of the then Shanghai. All the
paintings in this collection were out of the enchanted brush pen of Wu
You-ru, a well-known painter in the late Qing Dynasty. Wu You-ru, a
Suzhounese who settled in Shanghai, devoted himself particularly to
painting. In 1884, he was invited to come in as the main painter for Dian
Shi Studio Pictorial, portraying local custom and memorable events. His
works of art enjoyed so much popularity that the collection of his paintings
has witnessed far-reaching influence.

Shenjiang Scenery, a two-volume collection, includes sixty odd
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