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Passage 1

A Greedy King

King Midas loves money than anything else. One day
an old man said to him, “Wish for anything you like and I’ll
give it to you.”

The king answered at once, “I want everything I touch
to be changed into gold.”

“Very well,” said the old man.

King Midas was very pleased. He touched a beautiful
red rose and it turned into shining gold. King Midas was
very excited. He touched many flowers and plants in the gar-
den. He ran into the palace and touched chairs and tables.
Everything he touched turned into gold!

“I am the happiest man, * Midas cried.

But then he tried to eat an apple and it turned into gold.
“Oh dear!” said the king. “I can’t eat or drink anything at
all!”

Just then his daughter ran into the room and put her
arms around him. At once she became a golden statue. King
Midas was still more unhappy now, for he loved his little
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daughter more than gold. [ie began to cry.

Suddenly the old man appeared. “Are you happy now?”
he asked.

“Oh, no!” said the king. “Give me back my daughter.”

“Very well!” said the old man. “You have learned your
lesson. Go and wash your hands in the river. Everything that
you touch will not be gold any longer.”

King Midas ran quickly to have a wash in the river. Then
he touched the golden statue, and there was his daughter.
The tables, chairs, plants and flowers were no longer made
of gold. King Midas was able to eat and drink again. He was

very happy.
Notes
1. Midas ['maidas] A % .
2. change into ... ZH-eee ; I want everything I touch to be

changed into gold. FAH LR FrmbAl it — VIR L.
3. shine [[ain] vi. JERE, NX.
4.1 am the happiest man. &8 E#H A T . Happiest & i
%% i4] happy B S .
5. appear [3'pid] vi. (B, BAT.
Exercises
Choose the right answer for each blank:
1. Midas



A. loves gold very much B. is a rich man

C. is a poor man D. is a happy man
2. When Midas began to turn things into gold, he felt

A. sorry B. sad

C. afraid D. excited

3. Midas knew that he had been foolish when

Nk 3

A. the chairs turned into gold
B. the flowers tumed into gold
C. the apple turned into gold
D. his daughter turned into gold
4. At the end of the story Midas was .
A. excited B. happy
C. sad D. sorry
5. The king learned .
A. how to change everything into gold
B. what gold looked like
C. how to get excited
D. a lesson
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Passage 2

The Farmer and the Snake

It was a cold winter evening. An old man was going
home from the fields. On his way he saw something on the
ground. He looked at it and found it was a snake. It was not
dead, but it couldn’t move because it was so cold.

“Poor thing,” the man said, “I must try to save your
life.” He picked it up and looked for a warm place to put it
in. But how could he find one in such cold weather? So he
decided to put the snake inside his clothes, right next to his
heart.

A few minutes later, the snake came back to life and
began to move. When it had become strong enough, it gave
the man a deadly bite. He killed it and went on. When he got
back, he was very ill and had to lie down. He knew he was
dying.

Notes
1. An old man was going home from the fietds. —™ & AIEA

SENRE
2. on one’s way: FE-+ i H.
3.1 must try to save your life. FL&FATLR 01
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4. weather ['weds] K’ (.
5. inside ['in'said] fteeeeo N
6. So he decided to put the snake inside his clothes, right next
to his heart. |- & fil iR & fEUE BT fl AR LR, AR )
Hh 7 .
Exercises
Choose the right answer for each blank:
I. What was the weather like?
A. It was hot. B. It was warm.
C. It was cold. D. It was fine.
2. The old man was
A. on his way home
B. in the field.
C. at home.
D. on his way to the fields
3. What did the man do when he saw the snake?
A. He killed it at once.
B. He picked it up and looked for a warm place to put it in.
C. He said nothing and went on.
D. He said, “Poor thing,” and went on.
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Passage 3

A Frog in the Well

A frog sat in a well. A bird flew down and fell on the
wall of the well.

The frog asked the bird, “Where are you from?”

“I fly in the sky. I have flown over 100 /i. I feel thirsty.
So I come down for water,” answered the bird.

The frog said, “My friend, don’t talk big. The sky is
just as big as the mouth of the well. Won’t you have to fly so
far?”

The bird said, “You are wrong. The sky is boundless. It
is much bigger indeed.”

The frog laughed and said, “My dear, I sit in the well
every day. When I look up, I will see the sky. I won’t be
wrong.” The bird laughed, too, and said, “My good friend,
you make a mistake. If you believe me, you jump out of the
well and have a look at it.”

Notes
1. frog [frog) n. ik
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2. well [welln. H: the wall of the well 3:8% the mouth of
the well JF.
3. thirsty ['O:sti] a. FEK, #H%1.
4. talk big ¥ AIE, W4,
5. boundless [‘baundlis] a. LR, Joid Lhen.
6. indeed [in'di:d] ad. AR, ZLIFHL.
7. mistake [mis'teik] n. & i%: make a mistake U5 iR
8. believe [bi'li:v] v. 415 .
9. jump[d3amp] vi. Bk, BEEk.

EXxercises
Choose the right answer:
1. About what did they quarrel?
A. The bird wanted to drink in the well, but the frog didn’t
want him to.
B. How big was the sky?
C. Is the mouth of the well big or small?
D. Who can jump out of the well?
2. Which of the following is correct?
A. The sky is boundless.
B. The frog didn’t make a mistake.
C. The sky is just as big as the mouth of the well.
D. What the bird said is wrong.
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Passage 4

Two Brothers

Once upon a time there lived in Germany twe brothers
named Jacob and William. They liked to listen to old stories
and then write them down. In time they had enough stories
to make a book. You can guess the name of their book! It is
Grimms’ Fairy Tales.

The story of this little book began when the brothers
were still in school. And it started with a good teacher. This
teacher liked to find out how things happened. Soon the two
brothers were doing the same thing. They asked questions
and then looked for answers to them.

Among the questions the brothers asked were, “Who
made up the old fairy tales? Who first told about Cinderelia?
Who made up the story of Snow White and the story of Sleep-
ing Beauty?”

They found that no one knew the answers to such ques-
tions. The tales were made up in very early times. Most of
them were made up in days before people knew how to write.

People told the stories to one another and to their children.
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But only a few old people still remembered them.

“When these old people die, the stories will die with
them,” said the brothers. “We must write down all the sto-
ries we can find.”

Jacob and William hunted for storics for five years. At
last they had 89 tales written. just before Christinas, in 1812,
the first book was published.

People loved the book! They asked for more fairy sto-
ries. So the Grimms put tales into two more books. In all,
they collected 210 stories to put into their books.

Notes
1. Germany ['d3a:mani] n. f8H.
2. Grimms’ Fairy Tales (S ARE G D
3. happen [*hapan] v. & 4.
4. Cinderelia [sinda'rela] A&t 4R )
5. Snow White (152 1)
6. Sleeping Beauty (HEX A
7. Christmas ['krismas] n. E#ETi.
8. publish ['pablif] vt. Al .

Exercises
Choose the right answer:

1. The book Grimms’ Fairy Tales was written by




