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Sun’s manual, brief as it is, was the only reference book on library
economy for private book collectors during the entire nineteenth century. It is
surprising how closely the suggestions given in it have been followed by book
collectors, and even to~day it still has some influence in the shaping of
modern Chinese libraries. Most of the library terminology and the methods of
editing catalogues for rare works owe their origin to this little book, to say
nothing of the criteria he provides for judging a genuine Sung or Yuan editions.
In spite of all the new publications on library science that have been issued
during the last few decades, no work which aims to give instructions for
private collectors has yet appeared. Unless some work comes out to take its
place, Chinese book collectors will have to depend on Sun’s for various kinds
of information. (zz 113
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