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daiwan fies at the central axis of the chain of islands that extends along the rim of continental East Asia. Since
antiquity. there have been extensive contacts — including population movements. cultural transmission and trading
links — between Taiwan and the countries of Southeast Asia. Recently. as a result of both social and economic changes.
the existing ties have been further strengthened. and there is now more contact and exchange between Taiwan and
Southeast Asia then ever before. There has been a steady increase in the number of people [rom Southeast Asia
coming to Taiwan: more than 300.000 people of Southeast Asian origin are now residing in Taiwan, cither for work or
as the result of marriage 1o Taiwanese citizens. This “new immigrant™ community is now starting to produce a second
generation: the “New Taiwanese™ The communities and networks formed by the “new immigrants™ from Southeast

Astaccan now be found throughout Taiwan, adding new pieces to Taiwan’s rich cultural mosaic.

I different ethnic groups are to live in harmony. they must understand one another’s cultures. “Promoting New
Immigrant Culture™ has been one of my key policy objectives since taking up the position of Minister of Education.
Besides the establishment of a lifelong learning system for the foreign spouses of Taiwanese citizens, and the
provision of active assistance {0 help foreign spouses integrate themselves into Taiwanese families and Taiwanese
socicty. another major goal ol this policy initiative has been to promote a greater understanding of the “new
immigrants” among Taiwanese citizens, thereby contributing to international cultural exchange and integration within
Farwan. To achieve this goal. the National Muscum of History was commissioned to organize a special exhibition on
the theme of Southeast Asian folk artifacts. The Muscum sent two delegations 1o visit lcading museums in Indonesia.
the Philippines. Thailand and Vietnam. to arrange the loan of some of the finest treasures from these museums’
collections for inclusion in the exhibition. I would like to express my thanks to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the
stall ol Taiwan's overseas representative offices for the support that they have provided for this project, and also to the
various agencies and organizations in Taiwan that have helped with the coordination and planning for the exhibition.

Thanks 1o their unstinting support. the exhibition has finally become a reality.

e Museum of the Filippino People in Manila has loaned a number of items from their collections including woven
textiles from several of the larger islands in the Philippine archipelago, as well as religious carvings and living
utensits. The Museum of Vietnamese History in Hochiminh City provided a number of agricultural implements. finely
cratied living utensils. and religious statues. The items loaned by National Museums in Thailand include exquisite,
beautifully colored textiles and furniture. together with Buddhist artifacts. Several museums in Taiwan provided
Indonesian handicralt and folk art works from their collections. including some striking dance masks. puppets used in
puppet theatre performances. and a variety of textile products made using unusual materials and techniques. Together.
these artitacts provide the visitor with an overview of the rich and varied cultural mosaic that has developed in the

Southeast Asian nations as a result of contacts between difterent peoples over an extended period of time.

In the pust. the harmonious integration of different cultures and ethnic groups was one of the key factors behind
Taiwan’s cconomic miracle and successful democratization. Today, the addition of “new immigrant™ culture to
Taiwan’s cultural mix has opened up a whole range of new perspectives and new windows on the world, helping to
provide a solid foundation for the strengthening of Taiwan’s international competitiveness. It is my earnest hope that
the “Treasures of Southeast Asia™ exhibition will help to give people in Taiwan a more in-depth understanding of the
art. culture. clothing and customs of the nations of Southeast Asia. thereby encouraging a more widespread respect for
and appreciation of the historical and cultural roots of Taiwan’s “new immigrants™. By warmly welcoming the new
immigrants into the big family that is Taiwan. we can work together with them to create a new and more resplendent
Taiwanese culture that will be truly Taiwanese. The Ministry of Education has implemented a number of policy

initiatives o ensure that Taiwan's new imni

these measures is 1o promote social harmony and strengthen cross-cultural understanding. Significant results have
already been achieved: in the future. the Ministry of Education will continue the implementation of these initiatives,
while at the same time adopting new. more cffective strategies for encouraging the development of an international
outlook and respect for other cultures among Taiwan's citizens. In so doing, we will be helping to enrich Taiwanese

culture and open up new vistas for its ongoing development.

Cheng-sheng Tu

Minister, Ministry of Education

ants have full access to educational opportunities: the underlying goal of

800J21d
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Fwiwan lies off the southeast coast of China. with the Pacific Ocean to its east. and with the countries of Southeast
Asia lying o the south. This geographical location has made Taiwan a strategic and commercial hub from carliest
tmes. In particular. Taiwan has had close links with Southeast Asia — in terms of both the movement of population and

cultural transmission — since time immemorial.

I the Tast few years. as a result of the changes in the wider international environment and the social transformations
taking place in Taiwan itself, the ties between Taiwan and the countries of Southeast Asia have grown closer than ever
before. There has been a steady increase in the number of Taiwanese visiting Southeast Asia, whether on business or
on holiday. and a similarly steady increase in the number of Southeast Asian “new immigrants™ coming to live in
Taiwan, whether to work or as the spouse of a Taiwanese citizen. The Southeast Asian community in Taiwan is now
quite substantial: the aspects of their own culture and way of life that they have brought with them to Taiwan have

helped to enrich and transform Taiwanese society.

In line with the Ministry of Education’s policy of “Promoting New Immigrant Culture™, the National Muscum of
History has organized the “Treasures of Southeast Asia: Folk Artifacts of the Philippines, Vietnam. Thailand and
Indonesia™ exhibition. focusing on the four Southeast Asian nations with the largest immigrant populations in Taiwan.
1115 1o be hoped that the exhibition will help to give people in Taiwan a more in-depth and less one-sided
understanding of the cultural background of Taiwan’s “new immigrants”, while at the same time giving the “new
immigrants”™ and their children the chance to enjoy aspects of their own culture without needing to make the long

journey home.

I'he National Museum of History would like to thank the Ministry of Education and Ministry of Foreign Affairs for

their guidance and assistance in the organizing of the present exhibition. as well as the Taiwan representative offices of

Indonesia. the Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam, and the leading Filipino, Thai and Vietnamese museums that agreed
to loan items from their collections for inclusion in the exhibition, In addition. a number of Indonesian cultural
artifacts were loaned by organizations within Taiwan. During the organizing of the exhibition. vital assistance was also
received from Taipei City Government. International Culture and Tourism Bureau, Miaoli County, National Taiwan
Muscum. and the National Museum of Prehistory, which between them provided over 260 cultural artifacts for
mclusion in the exhibition, including foods, items of clothing. and artifacts relating to housing. transportation,
entertainment and religious beliefs. I would like to express my own personal thanks to the Ministry of Education and
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, as well as to the Taiwan representative offices of Indonesia. the Philippines. Thailand and
Vietam. for their unstinting support and assistance. It is my carnest hope that both “new immigrants™ and other
Tarwanese citizens will take the time o come and visit the exhibition, so that they can gain an enhanced understanding

ot cach other’s cultural background and way of life.

Huang Yung-chuan
Director,
National Museum of History
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[n the conservation and management of cultural sharing of these, whether tangible or intangible.

has become one of way by which cultures and peoples get to know and understand one another.

Sharing has many devices at hand for this: exhibitions: exchange of experts and expertise; a
lively dialogue among cultural animateurs: publications. In so doing. it is a desire that a
presentation of a country, a people. culture. might be possible through a narrative told through

tangible and intangible cultural heritage resources.

Tangible culture comprises what humans have produced with hands that are also fruits of hearts,
minds. and the human spirit. Tangible or material culture are art objects, the artifacts of daily
life, crafts. dress and adornments, musical instruments, implements of trade, personifications or
abstractions of beliet systems. to name a few. Non-material culture. also known as intangible, are
those that arc non-physical but intensely palpable nevertheless. Among the substantial ones are
language. oral traditions, belicl systems. tamily and kinship patterns, native skills and
technologies, which give rise. and mould, and in a way arc the constructs from which arise

material culture.

An exhibition of material culture is one ol the most public activities of a museum, one that bears
with it the lToad of responsible and relevant curation and presentation. An exhibition, as a
significant venue for spreading or sharing knowledge, can foster cultural pride. and animate — or
re-animate — and strengthen relationships among peoples, communities and countries with
whom perhaps. some part of prehistory or history. certain notions of culture. heritage and

sensibilities are shared, as is most certainly humanity is shared.

Itis always intended that an exhibition stimulate an incisive appreciation of a particular culture
and its many various manifestations, to examine traditions that might bear commonalitics as well
as stimulating diversities, and to provoke an evaluation of material culture that offer a view ol the

past and the present. in today s context. for future collaborative possibilities in cultural. economic

and scientific venues.

The presentation of a selection of Philippine ethnographic and archacological objects in the
exhibition at hand hopes to introduce or reacquaint the audience with Philippine culture, past and
present. and to foster both an appreciation and understanding not only for the culture that the

objects present and re-present. but also for the people who bear, wield and live this culture.

Antonio Basilio

Philippine Representative of Manila
Economic and Cultural Office
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The Philippines: People and Culture

The Philippines is located off the Southeast coast of ASIA. about 100 miles (160 Kilometers) below
Taiwan on the North and 24 kilometers above Bornco on the South. It is composed of 7.107 iskands

scattered over an approximate area of 299.404 square kilometers. It lies above the equator.

Filipino speaks different languages and dialects, mainly of Austronesian origin. Pilipino is the national

language. English is widely spoken and understood throughout the country.

The Philippines has a population of 88 million Filipinos with an almost cqual number of males and

females. Seventy five percent of the population belongs to the ethnolinguistic groups.

The Prehistoric Period

The emergence of carly man in the country can be traced in Cagayan Valley in Northern Luzon. The
clues about the origins of the earliest settler in the country can be attributed to the extinet stegodon fossils
and two pieces of [lake tools found in an open site at Espinosa Ranch formerly Kalinga-Apayao. from a
Pleistocene geological layers of volcanic origin dated by potassium argon method placing the frontiers at

750,000 years.

The Succession of Technological Levels

The Paleolithic period that fall during the Mid Pleistocene dates back from 750.000 years to about 10.000
years before the present.  Associated materials during this period were flake tools. core tools of
amorphous forms (cobble., pebble tools). stone hammers. fossilized materials of bones. tusks. carapace

and others.

In the Neolithic Age culture a new lithic technology was established. Also in this stage pottery. weaving
and ornamentation e.g. jade earrings, shell beads, bracelets, car pendants were shaping into highly forms
and design. By 3900 to 5200 B.C. red slip appeared on pottery likewise, spindle whorls and bark beater

were new material culture introduced. By 2680 B.C. shell adzes were utilized.

The Manuggul cave at Lipuun Point in Palawan yielded the Manungeul Jar (a National Treasure) dated to

about 890 B.C.

It was in the Metal Age period that appearance of metal like gold, copper. bronze and brass were used by
carly settlers in the islands. By ca. 500 B.C. jade “ling-ling 0™ euar pendants and different types of beads
made from glass, jade, red chalcedony and gold were prominent. Anthropomorphic shapes. ornate and
unusual potter forms begin to appear. In ca. 585 A.D. round and quadrilateral limestone urns with carved
designed of many forms as well as burial jars made from earthenware were utilized for mortuary
practices both in the low and highlands. The Anthropomorphic pottery continued its production and
persisted up to ca. S00 AD However, varied pottery forms of highly polished with incised and impressed
decorations became wide spread all over the archipelago. Surprisingly the geometric cutout design on

pottery stands came out at this period.

The Proto Historic Period or the Age of Contact with the Great traditions of Asia can be characterized
with the influx of Asian trade high-fired ccramics during the 9th century A.D. These trade ceramics
originated mostly from China, Vietnam. Thailand and Burma. Local pottery started to disappear to the

much-favored Chinese ceramics from the different Chinese dynasties.

It was also at this period that the #ikha™ sculptured figures made trom soft stones (adobe) came out.



Multi colored glass beads and bracelets from China and India were familiar trading goods to the local

people.

The carliest Targe plank-built edge peddged wooden boats was discovered in Ambangan. Libertad.
Butuan. City. Agusan del Norte. Northeastern Mindanao in the late 1970°s. These boats were direct
evidences on the carliest maritime trading and connections with Southeast Asia. The earliest boat dated

was 320 A.D. while the third boat which was found later has a radio carbon date of 990 A.D.

The oldest cloth found in the country was associated with a coffin burial found in Banton Island in

Romblon. This is a remnant of a cotton “ikat” cloth in good conditioned attributed to 13th and 14th

century A.D.

By the 17th to 19th century A.D. a new form of ornate pottery was experimented and produced but
eventually deteriorated. This was known as the “Manila Ware™ patterned after European ceramic and

elass models.

The Ethnic Convergence

The archipelagic nature of the Philippines and the roughness of the terrain in some of the larger islands,
have created distinet niches within which groups of population adapted with respect to what they
consider their effective environment. These eco-systemic adaptations has led 1o the emergence of some
77 major ethnoliguistic groups and more than 244 subgroups in the country. Having a basically common

prehistory and background. all speak languages that belong to the Austronesian Family.

Through centuries-cultural differences and variants among the peoples of the Philippines emerged as a
natural result of isolation and unequal exposure to outside social forces. These differences. however, are
built upon a basic style of life — or a civilization whose foundations are deep, ancient and closely shared

with those of the neighboring peoples of Southeast Asia.

Since culture is adaptive, the lifeways of the people have gravitated around certain features of their

cenvironment that are relevant to their mode of subsistence and material culture.

Although man is a land creature, his culture cnables him to adopt to almost any environmental situation,
cven to build his lifeways around the sea, e.g. The Suma/ Orang Laut (Badjao), Samal, Tausug: in coastal
arca ¢.g. The Hocano, the Agta or Negritos of Palanan Isabela and Camarines; Lake environment. c.g.
The Maranao: in the Mountain River system, e.g. The Tinguian (Itneg), the Apavao (Isneg), the Hongot:
the Dray monsoon Tropical highland orientation, e.g. The Ifugao, the Bontoc, the Kalinga: and the

Tropical rainforest arcas. e.g. The Bagobo, the Tiruray, the Bilaan, and the Tau't Batu.

One major manifestation of this style of life is found in their indigenous arts and crafts — weaving.
pottery making. wood and metal crafts. ornamentation, and other traditional forms of expression which
have persisted through time. Their similarity in technology. style and content manifests the depth of the

heritage. just as their persistence through time reflects their inherent strength.

ARTEMIO C. BARBOSA

Anthropology Division

National Museum of the Philippines
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