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(2nd Edition)
Unit (1
Passage 541 Monday Date: / / / (DIMYY)
‘Words: 220 Time Spent: Score: /5
Intelligence

When we talk about intelligence, we do not mean
the ability to get good scores on certain kinds of tests or
even the ability to do well in school. By intelligence we
mean a way of living and behaving, especially in a new
or upsetting situation. If we want to test intelligence, we
need to find out how a person acts instead of how much
he knows what to do.

For instance, when in a new situation, an intelligent

person thinks about the situation, not about himself or what might happen to him. He tries to find
out all he can, and then he acts immediately and tries to do something about it. And, if he can’t
make things work out right, he doesn’t feel ashamed that he failed; he just tries to learn from his
mistakes.

If you look at children, you’ll see great difference between what we call “bright” children
and “not-bright” children. They are actually two different kinds of people, not just the same kind
with different amount of intelligence. For example, the bright child really wants to find out about
life — he tries to get in touch with everything around him. But, the unintelligent child keeps more

to himself and his own dream-world; he seems to have a wall between him and life in general.

O Reading Comprehension

.....................................

1. According to this passage, intelligence is
A. the ability to know what to do
B. the ability to do well in school
C. the ability to deal with life
D. the ability to get high scores on some tests
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2. In a new situation, an intelligent person
A. knows more about what might happen to him
B. is sure of the result he will get
C. concentrates on what to do about the situation
D. cares more about himself

3. If an intelligent person failed, he would
A. try not to feel ashamed
B. learn from his experiences
C. try to find all he could
D. make sure what result he would get

4. Bright children and not-bright children
A. are two different types of children
B. are different mainly in their degree of cleverness
C. have difference only in their way of thinking
D. have different knowledge about the world

5. The author of this passage will probably continue to talk about
A. how to determine what intelligence is
B. how education should be conducted
C. how to solve practical problems
D. how an unintelligent person should be taught

Passage 542 Monday Date: / / / (D/M/Y)
Words: 228 Time Spent: Score: /5

Is the Octopus a Human Killer?

The octopus’s ( 3 ) reputation as a human-killer isn’t
simply an exaggeration — it is a total myth. The octopus can
indeed be a deadly hunter but only of its natural prey clams,
mussels (J&U1 ) , crabs, lobsters and an occasional sick or
unwary fish have reason to be frightened of this multi-armed
predator, but a person is much too large to interest even the
biggest octopus. Even a giant among octopi is much smaller
than most people imagine. Far from being large enough to
engulf a submarine, as monster octopi in movies have been

known to do, the largest octopi, found on the Pacific coast,
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weigh around 110 pounds and grow to a diameter of no more than ten feet.

The hard, parrot-like beak (B ) of an octopus is not used for attacking deep-sea divers,
but for cutting open crabs and lobsters. Indeed, the octopus possesses such a tiny throat that it
cannot swallow large pieces of meat. It feeds instead by pouring digestive juices into its victims,
and then sucking up the soupy remains. A clam or scallop ( j§ )1 ) that finds itself in the grasp of
an octopus has only a short time to live. But human beings are perfectly safe. Still, peaple rarely
care to venture close enough to these timid creatures to get a good look at them.

O Reading Comprehension

1. This passage is mainly about
A. the horrors of the octopus
B. the largest octopus in the world
C. octopi and their behavior
D. the octopus’s deadly hunting method
2. Tt is implied but not stated in the passage that
A. people have groundless fears about the octopus
B. the octopus is not interested in human beings because they are too large for it
C. the octopus is afraid of human beings
D. the octopus is a very vicious sea animal
3. Which of the following statements is TRUE? The octopus .
A. usually uses its eight tentacles to tear its prey into pieces before eating it up
B. always catches sick and careless fish
C. never attacks people
D. can engulf submarines
4. The hard beak of the octopus is used for .
A. attacking deep-sea divers B. cutting up large pieces of meat
C. cutting open its prey D. defending itself
5. From the passage, we can conclude that
A. the octopus is not dangerous to man, as many peopie believe it to be
B. people often fear creatures that are not dangerous to them
C. the octopus only hunts its natural prey
D. things described in movies are not to be believed
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Passage 543 Tuesday Date: / / / (D/M/Y)
Words: 233 Time Spent: Score: /5

Honeybee’ s Life in a Colony

Honeybees cannot live alone. Their body structure
and instincts equip them for life in a colony or community,
where they have a complex social organization and the
various duties are divided among the individuals according
to physical fitness and age. An individual worker bee
cannot reproduce itself. While it may continue to live if § ;
forcibly isolated from its mates, it fails to care for itself -
adequately, and soon dies. Most insects have the ability to
hibernate ( &K ) in winter, but the honeybee seems to

have lost this. Since at low temperatures the bee will die,

it must have the ability to make its own environment, so far as temperature is concerned. This
makes a colony necessary to the bees in winter, so that they may collectively warm each other.
Efficiency, if not necessity, demands that the work of the colony be divided, and such a division
of labor tends to enhance the need to maintain the colony, the physical structure of the honeybee
is further suited for the defense of the entire colony rather than for its own defense. The bee’s
barbed sting is used only once and is made more effective by the fact that it is left behind in the
victim. With the loss of the sting however, the bee dies. This kind of defensive weapon is not of
service to the individual, but to the community.

O Reading Comprehension

1. According to the passage, bees are fitted for communal life by virtue of their
A. flexibility and initiative
B. independence and endurance
C. intelligence and sensitivity
D. instincts and form
2. According to the passage, a worker bee may survive for a short time even if it
is .
A. deprived of its sting
B. denied access to oxygen
C. isolated from other bees
D. exposed to a wide range of temperatures
3. It can be inferred from the passage that at one tume bees had the ability to
A. increase their activity in lower temperatures



B. leave cold climates during winter
C. remain dormant thfough periods of cold weather
D. construct insulated ( JR7 Y ) hives

Unit 1

4. According to the passage, bees differ from most other communities of insects in their need

to

A. reproduce in large numbers

B. control the temperature where they live
C. divide the work of their colonies

D. have a complex defense system

5. According to the passage, the honeybee’s sting is particularly effective because

it

A. has many potential uses

B. can kill several victims at once

C. is located in the rear of the bee’s body

D. remains with the bee’s victim

Passage 544 Tuesday Date: / / / (D/M/Y)
Words: 271 Time Spent: Score: /5

How to Grow Old?

Some old people are oppressed by the fear of death. In the young
there is a justification for this feeling. Young men who have reason to
fear that they will be killed in battle may justifiably feel bitter in the
thought that they have been cheated of the best things that life has to
offer. But in an old man who has known human joys and sorrows, and
has achieved whatever work it was in him to do, the fear of death is .
somewhat abject ( AT ) and ignoble ( FIHLAG ) . The best way to .
overcome it — so at least it seems to me — is to make your interests

gradually wider and more impersonal, until bit by bit the walls of

the ego recede (iB % ) , and your life becomes increasingly merged in the universal life. An

individual human existence should be like a river — small at first, narrowly contained within

its banks, and rushing passionately past boulders and over waterfalls. Gradually the river grows

wider, the banks recede, the waters flow more quietly, and in the end, without any visible break,

they become merged in the seé, and painlessly lose their individual being. The man who, in old

age, can see his life in this way, will not suffer from the fear of death, since the things he cares for
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will continue. And if, with the decay of vitality, weariness increases, the thought of rest will be

not unwelcome. I should wish to die while still at work, knowing that others will carry on what 1

can no longer do, and content in the thought that what was possible has been done.

O Reading Comprehension

1.t is that young people fear they will die.
A. not surprising B. unnatural
C. oppressive D. deceitful

2. Fear of death in old people is
A. not something the writer admires
B. wider and more impersonal
C. all right for someone who has known joys and sorrows
D. truly justified
3. As a person’s interests become more impersonal, so
A. his'existence becomes like a river
B. the sense of individuality decreases
C. life flows without a visible break
D. the waters flow more quietly
4. An old person can reach a stage where
A. the things he cares for will continue
B. he wishes to die while still at work
C. his life will continue
D. he looks on death positively
5. In the sentence “they have been cheated of the best things that life has to offer” what is
the meaning of “cheated” here?

A. Lied. B. Stolen.
C. Robbed. D. Lost
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Passage 545 Wednesday Date: / / / (D/IM/Y)
Words: 298 Time Spent: Score: /5

Are Moral Standards Declining?

The decline in moral standards — which has long concerned social analysts — has at last
captured the attention of average Americans. And Jean Bethke Elshtain, for one, is glad.
The fact that ordinary citizens are now starting to think seriously about the nation’s moral



