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" Foreword

For most neighboring countries, globalization has been playing
an increasingly profound. role in social transformation and cultural
changés. Combined with the perspectives of regional studies and coun-
try-specific studiéé, this i)ook aims at conducting a comprehénsiﬁe
multi-disci;;linary and multi-dimensional studies of the irﬁpaéts that
globalization has exerted ‘on.neighboring Asian societies and cultures
as well as the ways in which Asian countries have responded to. This
study is of important theoretical significance for understanding the o-
verall trends, general chardcteristics and differences of the social
transformation and cultural changes in Asian sociéties. Meanwhile, it
is also of referential ‘sign'i'ficance for transitioning China to understand
the historical experience of other Asian countries.

As a;l aggressive attempt to implement the task of discipline-
building and promote the neighboring countries socio-ciiltural studies,
the Department of Social and Cultural Studies, the Institute of Asia-
Pacific Studies, CASS specially chose this specific subject. In order
to improve the influence of this discipline, this project, on one
hand, gathered the most prominent experts and scholars inside the in-

stitute to question the arguments and conduct research designs; on
o T
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the other hand, it offered to attract well-known scholars outside to
participate in.

In order to explore the trends of contemporary social and cultural
developments in Asia, this study covered the latest findings in histo-
ry, political science, sociology, anthropology, cultural studies and
literature studies and focused on the following two themes:

The first theme is globalization and neighboring Asian multi-cul-
ture. Contrary to some predictions, globalization has not formed so-
called cultural globalization, but instead neighboring Asian countries
have strengthened their cultural identities. On one hand, globaliza-
tion has promoted the modernity of Asia cultures; on the other hand,
each Asian culture is becoming more localized or nationalized in the
process of globalization and thus contributes to the formation of today’s
Asian multi-cultural pattern. Under the influences of globalization,
neighboring Asian cultures have kept their continuity and develop-
ments in the tension between tradition and modernity. Specifically, in
the context of, globalization, this book, combining literature study
with empirical study, selected the typical cultural cases in East Asia,
South Asia and Southeast Asia to explore/examine Asian religions,
philosophy, interpersonal patterns, political culture, Chinese cul-
tures and the trends for future non-material cultural heritage protec-
tion.

With regards to East Asian culture, there, was a great shift from
the interpersonal Lun model which emphasized connections in tradi-
tional Chinese society to individual model. Therefore, it would con-

tribute to the building of a harmonious society if interpersonality and
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