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A Brief Introduction

The book presented here is a latest work elaborately done by
Professor Chen Meilin who, in concentrated studies of Wu Jingzi
for nearly twenty years, has published such learned works as “ Wu
Jingzi” ( Jiangsu People’s Publishing House) , “A Study of Wu
Jingzi” ( Shanghai Ancient Books Press) , and “A New Assessment
of “Scholars’” ( Jiangsu Ancient Books Press) , in addition to a
number of monographs relevant to the study of “Scholars” which
include * Entrances and Exits of the Characters in * Scholars’”
( Literature Legacy No 1, 1984) and “ Tentative Comments on the
Literary Creation of Wu Jingzi as Influenced by his Family Back-
ground” ( Literature Legacy, No. 1, 1985) etc. , amounting to o-
ver two hundred thousand words.

Using the structuring of historical records for reference , the au-
thor meticulously designed the overall arrangement of the chapters
and sections of the book. Longitudinally, a detailed account of the
movemnents , together with the associations and ideological develop-
ment of Wu Jingzi is given while crosswise his ideological origin,
academic opinion and success and failure in his writing is appraised
respectively. Thus, a perfect interweave of longitudinal narrative
and crosswise appraisal forms a unique feature of this book, which
will undeniably ensure the readers a good knowledge of Wu Jingzi
the man as well as his book.

This book gives expression to the author’s attitude of judging a
person through historical background. Not only Wu Jingzi’s words ,
deeds and writings are conscientiously surveyed, but are analyzed
and evaluated from a height of the times. By fully affirming his ad-
vanced ideas and achievements in writing on the one hand, and ob-
Jectively pointing out his ideological limit and inadequacy in literary
creation on the other, Wu’s far-reaching influence on later ages and
his position in the history of literature are appropriately dealt with.
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