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Foreword

I'm pleased to present this newly developed Multi-step Training of Trainers’ Manual on Gender and Media Reporting for
Children - a product of joint UNICEF-Government of China cooperation.

Promoting gender equality continues to be a key global priority, enshrined as one of the Millennium Development Goals.
According to Kofi Annan, “Every boy and girl around the world has a right to expect that we will do all we can to ensure
that they will enjoy their right to an education” (Kofi Annan, Secretary-General of the United Nations, State of The World
Children 2004).

China has made impressive progress in promoting equal rights for girls and boys. However, disparities still remain,
especially when we consider the underlying and basic causes of gender discrimination including cultural preferences for
boys in some parts China. This contributes to differentiated and unequal treatment between girls and boys. Media plays
an important role in moulding people’s behaviours and perceptions but unfortunately sometimes it leans more towards
reinforcing gender-biased stereotypes that exacerbate the existing state of gender disparities in society.

China has a well developed and widespread media coverage of the population. 94 percent are covered by the radio
network, over 95 percent have access to the television. In addition, hundreds of thousands of newspapers and maga-
zines are published each year and by June 2005 internet users reached 103 million, second only to the US in the
number of connections. Given such a vast media infrastructure, reporting from a gender sensitive perspective has an
enormous potential contributing to raising social awareness about the need for equal rights between women and men,
girls and boys.

This manual provides an opportunity to media persons to understand and broaden their perspectives on how to promote
and advocate the positive aspects of gender equality. It provides practical tools, motivates reflection and helps media
persons to develop objective and balanced perspectives for media reporting. Those who manage and create media
products must first be sensitive themselves to highlight issues for wider public debate that will influence people’s per-
ceptions and attitudes in society and generate positive action.

The manual includes a series of participatory TOT activities as well as information and exercises. It is distinct from other
manuals as it is user friendly. It highlights and makes participants reflect on the content of current media reporting on
gender related issues and takes the trainees through highly participatory exercises, demonstrating how media persons
can do more analytical and responsible reporting that can lead to positive practices on gender equality The manual also
provides reference and information resources on related areas such as child and women'’s rights, which allow journalists
to share successful stories, reflect upon and understand existing gaps while building their skills for sensitive and positive
reporting.

This is of course just a start and we still have a long way to go to achieve media’s sensitivity on gender, especially as it
has yet to be incorporated into curricula for university education and media training programmes. We hope that the
manual will help to create such a demand. It can be adopted and widely used so that more and more media organizations,
departments of journalism and communication at universities, and media reporters would become promoters of gender
equality and child rights, thereby substantially raising awareness level about women’s and girl’s rights in China.

Christian Voumard
Representative
UNICEF China
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