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THE FIRST AMERICANS AND THE LAND THEY
FOUND

History is the record of what has

happened to mankind. It is the true story of :

what man has done with the time and other
resources God has given him. Geography is the
study of the earth, including all the continents,
islands, oceans, rivers, mountains, and plains
that God created. The study of animals and
their people and their
cultures, is also part of geography. Learning
about our planet’s history and geography helps
us to understand what is happening around us.
During this study we will be learning

about the New World—the continents and

. islands of the Western

: rising up out of the

. great Flood of No

i languages and scatierec

. North
America, South America, and the many islands

Sea are all part

of the New World.

The Greatest Migration” in History
Over four thousand years ago, after the

day, God caused the

. people of the world to speak many different

them from the Tower

. of Babel” “upon the face of all the earth.”

Some people stayed in the Middle East,

© near the site of the Tower of Babel. Others

. journeyed west and south into Africa, north



and west into Europe, or east into Asia. Some
went southeast and cventually® reached what is
today called Australia.

The ancestors” of the native Americans
(who would eventually speak around 1,000
different languages) left the Tower of Babel

to begin what was the greatest migration in

history. (A migration is the movement of a :

group of people or animals from one part
of the world to another.) They eventually
arrived in North America and South America,

the area of the earth that we call the Western

Hemisphere, or the New World. During their

great migration, these Indians probably became

the first people to discover America.

A Land Bridge

How did these Indians get to America?
Most people think that they walked over from
Asia! This may be surprising if you look at a
map or ¢lobe'"and see the lands of the Western
Hemisphere separated from Asia by the Pacific
Ocean. But if you look more closely, you can
find one possible answer to the difficulty.
Far to the north, Asia and North America are

separated only by a distance of about fifty

miles. On the Asian side is Russia, and on the

North American side is Alaska, which is part

of the United States. The narrow body of water

that links the Arcti
Bering Sea and separates Russia from Alaska
is called the Bering Strai

body of water that connects two larger bodies

Ocean to the Pacific’s :

. A strait is a narrow :

of water. Many people think that what is now
the Bering Strait was dry land many years ago.
If so, the first Americans could have used the
land as a bridge. Scientists have found evidence
—such as campfire'’ remains'* and the bones
of land mammals' —that supports the idea that

the Bering Strait was once dry land.

The Animals Came First

The people who first came to the New
World were probably skilled hunters. They
may have followed the trails'® of the animals
that had begun to multiply' and spread out
over the whole earth immediately after the
Flood. The animals that left the Ark' went
north, south, east, and west, producing the
infinite"” variety of animal life that now exists
on the earth’s continents. Some probably
traveled east across the vast Asian continent

and the Bering Strait as they made their way to

North America. Many of these animals, drawn

by strong instincts, were not content (o stay
in the north. They continued their migration
until they reached Mexico, Central America, or
South America, where the climate was suited
to their physical®” characte ¢+ " and habits.
Other animals that left the Ark may
have walked, galloped®, trotted”, slithered™,
pt-, or run west across the African continent
to South America. It might have taken many
generations to complete the migration. How
could they have walked from Africa to South

America? They could not today, because 2,000

Part 1 Social Studies
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miles of ocean separate the two continents.

Some people believe, however, that South
America and Africa were at one time a single
landmass™. If you check a world map, you
can see how the two continents could have fit
together almost like pieces of a puzzle’’. The
continents could have been divided during

the days of Noah’s great-great-great grandson :

Peleg, who was born 101 years after the Flood.

Peleg’s name means “divided,” and the Bible

: says that in his days the earth was divided

(Gen. 10:25).

Today, South America has the widest
variety of animals on any continent. The
continent has nearly every type of climate and
habitat, or setting in which certain types of
plants and animals thrive”". South America’s large,

lush”” rain forests provide the perfect habitat

for hundreds of thousands of mammals,

reptiles™, birds, and insects.

AxEAERRFAER HEFRROY—ER) FHL5HBER.

Vocabulary #i#£fti7

1. habitat ['hebitet] n. 8

2. hemisphere ['hemisfio] n. 3Bk

3. Caribbean [ kari'bi:on] adj. inghttism
4. migration [mai'greifon] n. # 2, T

5. Noah ['noua] n. T ( (F£2) WEAY,
HK KR AR HTIAE)

6. scatter ['skaeto] vi. £ 8

7. Babel ['beibal] n. ( (Z£2) Sy ER
8. eventually [1'ventuoll] adv. & fgth, HR& %
3.1

9. ancestor ['&nsaosta] n. 3H %

10. globe [gloub] . HER{L

11. Arctic ['a:ktik] adj. 4B

12. Bering ['berin] Strait [streit] 54 5ik

13. campfire ['keemp.faio] n. Ek, FEX

14. remains [ri'meinz] n. [£] #59. B

15. mammal [mamal] n. I 504
16. trail [treil] n. B3, EiF

17. multiply ['maltiplai] vi. €34
18. Ark [ak] n. (X2 FHFH
19. infinite ['mfonit] adj. TR, T£EH
20. physical ['fizikol] adj. Bk, AER
21. characteristic [ kaerakta'ristik] n. 4F4F
22. gallop ['geelop] v. k1, &4

23. trot [trot] v. /N B, BhBE

24, slither ['slioa] v. i8%h, BT

25. creep [kri:p] (crept) vi. €47, @EMmIT
26. landmass ['lendmaes] n. A [k

27. puzzle ['pazl] n. HEH %

28. thrive [Braiv] vi. B4, Y, &3¢
29. lush [IA[] adj. 2

30. reptile ['reptail] n. [€4751%)
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AT

@ Sentences EA& %

l.aswell as th, ®. &X L®RiBHH

1) He’s got a car as well as a motorbike.
HREFE—WERE, MAF—WHNIE.

2) He publishes as well as prints his own books.
fEY BB C DRI ERAY .

3) I am ready to help you as well as they are.
TR BERHBER, HthEREBR.

2. could have done sth.
1) RRAREBMEI R EALMA.

I didn’t go to the cinema yesterday. I could have gone if my sister had not been ill. I

had to stay at home and take care of her.
HEXBRRBEZEEY. BEARRELN, BRHEHKKT. REERBEMib.
2) KRNI EREBEHEN.
He was not at home last night. He coul/d have gone to movies.
fRERRRER, THEFBRRT .
3. be content to do/with sth. &z, #2

1) He is content to stay in his present job.
M EN TIELBERE.
2) Are you content with your present salary?

RIS PLFE B9 F /KRR D ?
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@ Exercise 4 71/hit 3{

I. Matching: Put the letter representing the correct answer in the
blank.

1. the study of the earth

2. the setting in which certain types of plants and animals thrive

3. the hemisphere also known as the New World

4. the region between the North Pole and the northern timberline

5. the movement of one group of people or animals from one place to another

6. a narrow body of water that connects two larger bodies of water

A. remains B. strait C. Eastern Hemisphere D. Arctic E. migration

F. continent G. geography H. habitat I. Western Hemisphere J. Caribbean

I1. Map Location: Identify these locations on the map below.

10.

II1. Blank Filling: Fill in the blanks according to the information
given in the text.

11. The New world is composed of 5 and of Caribbean Sea.
12. During the great migration, probably became the first people to discover
America.

13. The first Americans could have used the which could have been dry land

many years ago as a land bridge to get to America and scientists have found evidence, such as

and to support the idea.

14. How could the animals have walked from Africa to South America?

15. Why does South America have the widest variety of animals on the continent?
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B RS, XEEEY IR AR K,

| BMERE—EmA—EE ETEX, A EEHR

MI%EL RBRNSBES L. BFARES

BB, BLh D, RETHSREEES, NTE5X

A—BE. WRRNT LF, LaRDARMGELE

ARBTHEE. hEERRAXERENE™, ke

EXET AN, RBEDHE T RROT LA

L s ‘ EE—f. TR LU EARERE AR, &

TR BIF T AKMIES, M 5 ES B4 BBERS A, FB NS RESL, B

53 (Tower of Babel) F2¥ MK T -

#3464 : http://www.mtime.com/movie/44726/ ((EH & (B X)) BIFAN)

\y/////////////////////////////////////////////////////// AnS wer s W YN sssss 7///////////(%

L.1.G2.H314J5.EG6.B N

II. 7. Atlantic Ocean 8. North America 9. Pacific Ocean 10. Arctic Ocean
III. 11. North America South America islands 12. Indians
13. Bering Strait campfire remains and the bones of land mammals

X

14. South America and Africa could have been a single landmass at one time, so it was possible for the animals’

migration to South America.

15. Because the continent has nearly every type of climate and habitat, or setting in which certain types of

plants and animals can thrive.

) 2277, ’,
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HOW THE AMERICAN INDIANS LIVED

God provided well for the people who
migrated to North and South America. The
land, plants, and animals that they discovered
were to meet their needs
for food, clothing, and , and God was
faithful in keeping the promise He gave to all
mankind after the Flood:

While the earth remaineth, seedtime and
harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and
winter, and day and night shall not

—Genesis 8:22

No matter where the new Americans

settled—whether in the frozen north or in

the deserts, in the mountains or along the

seashores, on the or in the forests—all

nature them of the faithfulness
of their Creator. The Western Hemisphere
Indians developed different cultures depending
on where they settled. Although there were
many differences among the , In many

ways they were much alike.

Education

The children of most Indian tribes did
not go to school. Instead, the girls were taught
to be good housekeepers, food gatherers,
and mothers, and the boys were trained to
be brave, strong

. The boys learned

how to fish, hunt animals for food, and use

10



