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Reading Exercise 1

The Telephone Problem( = 3% /581 )

Dear Ellen,

I have never written a letter to a newspaper before. I have just never felt
the need to do such a thing. I have always felt I was quite able to do
everything by myself. But now I have to say I was wrong. Sometimes you
really need help in this life,I guess. And that’s why I’'m writing this letter to
you,

I have a happy family. I love my children and they love me. I'm the
mother of three children. I know well how to bring up children, and two of
them are already over twenty,so it is nothing new for me. But now I have a
serious problem:the telephone problem. My son’s just seventeen, and I feel
he should do lots of homework right now, but he doesn’t seem to be
interested in it. He can happily spend three or four hours at a time on the
phone every day,and say nothing important. And he sees red if you ask him
to put down the phone. But Ellen, my husband is a doctor and his patients
can’t call him. My eldest son works for a newspaper. He needs to use the
telephone, too. And as you know, we just can’t pay for it.

What can I do? And don’t tell me to talk to him. We’ve tried that and
it doesn’t work. But this is really a big problem in our life. I have tried
everything I can think of. You're my last hope. Please tell me what I can do!

Yours
Ann Green

[&£i7]
guess v. fE4H, ¥ M. Without a clock he could only guess what time it
was. WA, fls RIFHE R~ 4B,
[#{l]chess n. EFR& 4L a star of the chess world [ s 22 4 A 64 BH
s



E/press v. H,#%:She pressed down hard on the gas pedal. fth Fi /7 BR
Tl TR, /stress n. BE,E/;EA v. FE, R He stressed
the point very strongly that all these services cost money. {t1 3 5 38 & B
AXERFHBREILRN

serious adj. it i), 4 A$HILAYS: You look very serious;is anything the
matter? {RF L ER™H, BEHAET?

see red & #%:When he spoke in that way,I saw red and struck him. {13}
FEULE , Y RSBAE =30, 314 T ko

D)%k L TET A 4 3T , 4B IE IR

. It was the first time that Mrs Green wrote a letter to a newspaper.

Mrs Green wrote to Ellen because she thought Ellen was a great mother.
Her third child made the telephone problem.

The boy said something he was interested in on the phone.

The boy will feel happy if his mother asks him to put down the phone.

e

Six persons are mentioned in the passage.

Ask the Clever Monkey ( /51 28 3% B 885 )

Tommy:I’'m always late for school. I try not to be,but I can’t. Please
advise me what to do.

Clever Monkey : You are late for school probably because you go to
bed too late. My advice to you is to go to bed earlier, buy a clock to wake
you up on time.

Sara:I was brought up by my grandparents and began to live with my
parents three years ago for a better study environment. They love me;I can
see this in their eyes. But I don’t know how to show my love for them. What
can I do to let them know I love them back?

Clever Monkey: If you feel the need to show your love for your
parents, that’s great. Make sure you remember their birthdays and buy them
cards and presents. Try to spend time with your parents. Tell them how you

2.



feel. Try to enjoy your life. Your parents want you to be happy—if you are
happy , they will be happy , too.

Molly:I'm one of the best students in my class. But I always make
some mistakes which I should not make. And now,I'm afraid to see my
teachers. I just don’t know how to face them. Can you tell me how I can
solve this problem?

Clever Monkey : The first thing you need to do is to relax. Worrying
about your studies is not going to help. If you have any difficulty, tell your
teachers. No teacher is going to get angry with a student who wants to
improve himself.

[ 4]

solve v. f#Yk: We have solved the math problem. /] BV H T 548K
= A1)

relax v. J#S, f#445 : The music will help to relax you. 3X 3 Fol A B T
%8, /Let’s stop working and relax for an hour. IE{/]42 [k T ¥4k
B—/Neg,
[iEX ]loosen v. R4, f# 443 The school loosened its student dress
code. AR AT #R M B T ¥ =B HME
[ R X ]disturb v. {72, #4i%.1 was disturbed when I didn’t know
where you were. M ARHER7EDE BT, BOMWAR T,

dislike v RE 3K, 1F[K .1 really dislike flying. 3 B AR B WAL KHL,
[iE S ]disgust v. {1 KM%, {# 2 /& His crudeness disgusted us. Ath B KL
BHERIBBIRE, /hate v. 1R ,17K ; She hates her ex-husband. #i
4R B 2 BRI R,

Wi EEAAE ST, R E R R,
1. The Clever monkey thinks that Tommy is always late for school because

he

A. dislikes his school B. goes to bed late
C. watches TV too much D. wants to stay at home all day

2. What’s Sara’s problem?



A. She can’t fall asleep at night.
B. She always makes mistakes in exams.
C. She doesn’t know how to face her teachers.
D.. She doesn’t know how to show her love back to her parents.
3. What doesn’t the Clever Monkey want Sara to do?
A. To remember her parents’ birthdays.
B. To spend time with her parents.
C. To make money for her family.
D. To tell her parents how she feels.
4. We can know from the passage that Molly
A. is often late for school B. does well in her studies
C. is very weak in all her lessons  D. is very happy
5. What’s the main idea of this passage?
A. The students use false names in the school.
B. The students don’t like the advice column.
C. The clever monkey in the advice column.
D. The advice column in the school newspaper.

The New Work Hours ( #765 = 1E84/8])

Two months after beginning the new work hours, good results have
been reported in Wenzhou. Now work starts at 9 in the morning, an hour
later than before. But people still go back home at 6 in the afternoon.

“With one more hour’s sleep every Poee o

y

day,I feel much better,” said a worker
there.

Now people still work as long as
before, but not from 8:00 to 6.:00. They
go to work an hour later, but have a
shorter lunch break. In the past they had
two hours for lunch, but now they have only one hour. Many people

o 4o



