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Heart’s in the Highlands

Robert Burns

My heart’s in the Highlands, my heart is not here;
My heart’s in the Highlands a-chasing the deer;
Chasing the wild deer, and following the roe,

My heart’s in the Highlands wherever | go.

Farewell to the Highlands, farewell to the North,
The birth-place of valor, the country of worth;
Wherever | wander, wherever | rove,

The hills of the Highlands for ever | love.

Farewell to the mountains high cover'd with snow;
Farewell to the straths and green valleys below ;
Farewell to the forests and wild-hanging woods;

Farewell to the torrents and loud-pouring floods.

My heart’s in the Highlands, my heart is not here;
My heart’s in the Highlands a-chasing the deer;
Chasing the wild deer, and following the roe,

My heart’s in the Highlands, wherever | go.
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The Engli.‘sh kings after William the
Conqueror had once held large tracts of
land in France. Henry II had actually

controlled two-thirds of what is now
France,reducing France almost to an inland
country. But King John later lost almost all
these possessions except for a tiny spot, for
which he had to pay homage to the French
King and become his vassal. With the
appearance of Parliament, England soon
developed into a strong nation in the early
14th century and the English bourgeoisie
had gained more say in state affairs. Since
trade was still the main source of wealth for
the new-born bourgeoisie, it certainly
desired to control rich markets while the
nobility was covetous of © more land on
the Continent. During about the same time,
France had also become a strong state. It
its influence.

also wanted to enlarge

The conflict between these two countries
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and the English desire to regain lost territory
led to the Hundred Years’ War.

The war started over the dispute of
succession to the French throne. When
Edward 11l (1327-1377 ) ruled England, the
old French line of King died out. Edward
declared that he should become the French
King because his mother was a sister of the
last French King. The French nobles denied
his claim and a distant relative of the last
French King was put on the throne. Then in
1346, Edward Ill landed in Normandy with
an English army. The war broke out.

The war continued intermittently@ for
100 years with ups and downs for both
sides, though during fhe early stage the
English were on the offensive® and once
captured Paris and a French King. As time
wore on, guns and gunpowder appeared in
this greatly reduced the

the war and

effectiveness of the English bows and

arrows, the guarantee of any English

victory. In addition, the French peasants

also came in under the famous peasant girl
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Joan of Arc® who was a national heroine in
French history. The English began to lose
ground step by step until they were driven
out of France in 1453. The war ended in
failure for the Anglo-Normans. Shakespeare’s
historical plays of Henry IV and Henry V
describe certain aspects of the War. Basing
himself on legendary stories, Mark Twain
wrote his novel Personal Recollections of
Joan of Arc'v;/hich sings highly of noble
patriotism and her disdain for vain glory.
The Hundred Years’ War deprived the
English King of his possessions on the
Continent. But it brought unexpected benefit
for the English. During the war, with the
loss of territory after territory on the
Continent, the ruling Normans began to
regard England as their home and
themselves as belonging to the English
nation. By the end of the fourteenth
century, the English language was re-
established as the official language and the
French language practically stopped being
used. Since the war had already reduced,
instead of expanding, Britain’s éxport
of wool, effort was made to develop the
woolen textile industry which was to bring
even better benefit for England. The war
also sped up the decline of feudalism

in England, for introduction of guns and
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gunpowder in war made castles of the
feudal lords easy to be stormed. Feudalist
separation was becoming impossible and
this was to the advantage of commercial
development. Gunpowder also dealt a
heavy blow on the importance and high
prestige, of the knights, professional soldiers
and “the Flower of Feudalism” ,for a skilled
peasant gunman,who did not require much
training, could easily bring a knight, who
had to go through long years of training,
down to the same height. During the War,
the English soldiers were all hired with
money. Gunpowder and weapons were
bought. The need of money thus placed the
moneyed class,the merchants and industrial
manufacturers, in a more important
position. The feudal lords with only land
could no longer manage such a
revolutionized system of war, let alone fight
effectively. The war thus pushed the
growing bourgeoisie onto a higher rung of

social ladder in England.
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