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Vietnam’s Place in the Transformation of the Cold War. Some Reflections on the
Domino Theory / Fredrik Logevall

Abstract: This article discusses Vietnam’s place in the transformation of the Cold
War. In particular, it addresses how successive American administrations made the
geopolitical argument for intervention in Indochina, and frames the discussion around
the domino theory, which was present from the earliest years of American involvement
in Indochina to the end. High U.S. officials linked the outcome in Vietnam to a chain
reaction of regional and global effects, arguing that defeat in Vietnam would have
calamitous consequences not merely for that country but for the rest of Southeast Asia
and perhaps beyond. Though the nature of the theory shifted over time, the core claim
remained the same; If Vietnam were allowed to “fall,” other countries would swiftly
follow suit. A fundamental flaw with the domino theory and the U.S. policies
associated with various versions of it is that they paid no attention to the roles by local
and national conditions. Moreover, it was the failure of the domino theory to stand the
test of history’s actual development that eventually made it completely disproved.
Consequently, America’s Cold War strategy, as well as the structure and orientation of

the global Cold War, experienced profound changes following the end of the

Vietnam War.

Romanian Channel in the Sino - U. S. Thaw and the Reason for Its Breakdown /
3



Shi Hongfei

Abstract: This paper examines the whole process of the Romanian channel from
its opening to its final breakdown. Romania’s peculiar diplomatic stance made Romania
one of the main channels for the communication between China and the United States in
the earlier stage of the Sino — U.S. rapprochement. Yet in the end Romania’s
geopolitical relationship with the Soviet Union caused the channel to break down. In
the late 1960s and early 1970s the transformation of China’s immediate international
environment led to Beijing’s decision of using the “ American card” to counterbalance
the Soviet Union. Chinese leaders let the Romanians played a role initially but ceased
using the channel at the critical stage of the Sino — U. S. thaw due to their distrust of
the eastern European countries in the Soviet bloc and concerns that the Soviets
infiltrated Romania. To the Americans, the Romanian channel did not function as well
and steadily as the Pakistani one. The Nixon Administration also sensed that while
helping transfer messages between Beijing and Washington, the Romanian leaders
thought more of their own country’s economic interests. This eventually led the
Americans to abandon the the Romanian channel,

Book Reviews

A Brief Analysis of the Cold War’s Macro History; Focusing on The Cold War .
A New History and For the Soul of Mankind / He Hui
Abstract: A most recent trend in the study of Cold War international history is to

pay great attention to factors such as historical memories and cultural traditions that
transcend the spatial and temporal frames of the Cold War. Such studies connect
regional and individual issues to developments of global significance in probing the
roots of the Cold War. These authors’ explorations of human affairs however expose
their elite complex compounded with their American values and Western — centric

stance.

Information about Archival Research

The USSR Studies of RAND in US, 1946 —1965 / Hao Yakun
Abstract: The RAND Corporation is one of the most important institutions in the

United States that undertakes comprehensive military and strategic researches. It has
close ties with the American Military, especially the Air Force. In the 1950s and 1960s
the RAND’s quantitative research on the USSR resulted in a golden period of its Soviet
studies. The Rand programs exerted huge influence on the United States Air Force and
the U. S. Government, directly influencing strategy decisions of the United States at the

4



senior level. Scholarly studies of this area are however by no means adequate. This
essay is based on a close examination of a range of materials of the RAND, US Air
Force and US Government, including memoirs, newspaper reports, and audio — visual
materials. In analyzing both historical materials and previous scholarly writings, it tries
to provide a systematic and panorama depiction of the USSR research programs of the
RAND and reveal the connections between the RAND and the US Air Force and the US
Government. I hope this paper could be of some reference to the fellow researchers.
Newest Declassified American Docuements on the Korean War / Deng Feng

“ Editing ” Stalin: The Soviet Dictator’s Secret Action against the 1952
Constitution of Poland / Zhu Xiaoming _
Current State and Trends of the Cold War History Studies in France / Emilia
Robin Hivert

Oral History

Interview with Ethnic Korean Soldiers in China Who Joined the People’s Army
of Korea during the Korean War. Interviews with Ethnic Korean Soldiers of the
Longjing Municipality of the Yanbian Korean Autonomous Prefecture Who
Fought in the Korean War (2) / Xu Longnan

A New Mission in the Forests of Sub — Saharan Africa — Interviews with Old Ma
Faxian about His Training of Military Personnel in Africa (5) / Li Danhui, Li
Xiufang, and You Lan

Archives and Documents

Chinese Archives and Documents « Foreign Archives and Documents

Selected Newspaper Materials on Shanghai’s Small Third Line, 1976 — 1987 /
Xu Youwei

Appendix: Construction of the Third Line: China’s National Defense Industry in
the Interior / Barry Naughton

Causes and Consequences of the East Berlin Incident of June 17, 1953—
Declassified Archives from Russia and the United States / Liu Zuokui
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