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Preface

China and India are geographically connected two civilizations .
During the past several thousand years, these two civilizations have
been given impacts each other and have together significantly con-
tributed to the development of human cultures. In the recent 100
years, these two traditional civilizations both experienced magnificent
changes under influences from other civilizations, and their ventures
and reforms are still in process. The paths that the two civilizations of
unique cultural characteristics are similar yet they are profoundly dif-
ferent. They would not be the same even in the future. Given all
these, we can affirm that both China and India will play important
roles in the future world. Chinese and Indian traditional cultural spir-
its will surely leave prints on the development of human civilization in
the coming years.

Today, facing common problems and challenges, all human be-
ings are getting closer. Together they are taking retrospect on all tra-
ditions of human civilizations and cultures. This should not be a task
only for governments. It should also be concems of academics and
other members of our societies.

In June 2000, during the Versailles World Cultural Summit,
participants Zhao Yifeng from China and Makarand Pranjiabi from In-
dia started contact concerning a dialogue between Chinese and Indian
learned societies. This initiative was soon encouraged by Gustavo
Marin from fondation Charles Léopold Mayer, which eventually led
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to the mutual visits of Chinese and Indian scholars and social activists
in 2001 March.

The issues and perspectives dealt with during the dialogue are
only preliminary but the dialogue itself was a great success. Its im-
portance is not in what has been talked about. It is in the action it-
self. When this type of exchange continues, the mutual understanding
among the Chinese and Indian will surely go deeper, and the world
will surely understand Chinese and Indian civilizations better. By
putting the reflections and speeches written by the participants of this
dialogue together, we demonstrate the dialogue to our readers hop-
ping that people share our experiences. In addition, we add two
pieces of essays by Siddhartha, who visited Inner Mongolia in 1999,
to this collection. These pieces actually deal with the same subjects.

We feel obligated to express our appreciation to fondation
Charles Leopold Mayer. Without the financial support from the fondi-
ation, this exchange would hardly be possible. We also would like to
say thanks to people from both India and China who provided help to
us in many ways during this activity. We also apreciate the Institute
for the Study of the World Civilizations at the Northeast Normal Uni-
versity for its support to this program.

The Editor
October 2001
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