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Reading Exercise 1

[2011 EFK A]

There was a gardener who looked after his garden with great care. To water his flowers, he
used two buckets. One was a shiny and new bucket. The other was a very old and dilapidated one,
which had seen many years of service,but was now past its best.

Every morning ,the gardener would fill up the two buckets. Then he would carry them along
the path,one on each side,to the flowerbeds. The new bucket was very proud of itself. It could
carry a full bucket of water without a single drop spilled. The old bucket felt very ashamed because
of its holes ; before it reached the flowerbeds, much water had leaked along the path.

Sometimes the new bucket would say, “See how capable I am! How good it is that the
gardener has me to water the flowers every day! I don’t know why he still bothers with you. What
a waste of space you are!”

And all that the old bucket could say was, “I know I’m not very useful ,but I can only do my
best. I'm happy that the gardener still finds a little bit of use in me,at least. ”

One day,the gardener heard that kind of conversation. After watering the flowers as usual , he
said, “You both have done your work very well. Now I am going to carry you back. I want you to
look carefully along the path. ”

Then the two buckets did so. All along the path, they noticed, on the side where the new
bucket was carried ,there was just bare earth;on the other side where the old bucket was carried,
there was a joyous row of wild flowers,leading all the way to the garden.

1. What does the underlined word “dilapidated” probably mean?

A. Dirty. B. Dark. C. Worn-out. D. Plain-looking.
2. What was the old bucket ashamed of?

A. His past. B. His aging.

C. His manner. D. His leaking.
3. The new bucket made conversations with the old one mainly to ;

A. laugh at the old one B. take pity on the old one

C. show off its beautiful looks D. praise the gardener’s kindness

4. Why was the old bucket still kept by the gardener?
A. Because it was used to keep a balance.
B. Because it stayed in its best condition.
C. Because it was taken as a treasure.

| 1
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D. Because it had its own function.

[ &i7]

dilapidated adj. BIHKY,4E A 515 . We bought a dilapidated house and tried to repair it. 1L T —I#E Rk
IHW B F, BER BB,

bare adj. #EH, B AR K. In winter the trees are bare. AR, WERIETTH,
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[2011 £E T A]

Since 1984, Philadelphia has been cleaning up its act. One by one, graffiti-covered walls
are being changed into outdoor art. So far, more than 1, 800 murals have been painted.
Philadelphia now has more murals than any other American city.

The walls that were once ugly with graffiti are now covered with beautiful pictures of
historical heroes and modern art, thanks to the Mural Arts Program ( MAP). Its work makes
schools and public places attractive, and its citizens very proud. The program began as part of
Philadelphia’s Anti-Graffiti Network. Jane Golden is the MAP’s artistic director. “When people ask
me what our program is about,” she says, “I answer them with one word : hope. ” Each year, the
MAP offers youth art programs and workshops. Some one-time graffiti writers even help paint
MAP murals.

The MAP’s work, says Golden, is all about developing a sense of community. When a
neighborhood requests a mural ,the MAP works with the people there to develop a message. Some
messages have been “Safe Streets” ,“Love and Care” ,and “Peace Walk”.

The MAP receives up to 50 requests for murals each week. Last year, the workers painted 140
murals.

“The making of a mural enters people’s collective memory as an extraordinary, pleasant
moment in neighborhood history , ” says Golden, who began as a muralist in Los Angeles.

2



=

BB RESREE NF

1. What can be the best title for the text?
A. Love,from Graffiti Writers to Muralists. B. MAP,a New Company in Philadelphia.

C. Jane,an Excellent Mural Artist. D. Hope,One Wall at a Time.
2. What is the Mural Arts Program in Philadelphia aimed at?

A. Helping the young find jobs. B. Protecting the neighborhood.

C. Fighting against graffiti. D. Attracting more visitors.

3. How does the MAP decide on the message for a mural?
A. By having discussions with people in the community.
B. By seeking advice from the city government.
C. By learning from the young graffiti writers.
D. By studying the history of the city.
4. Which of the following words best describes the work of the MAP?

A. Difficult. B. Dangerous.
C. Experimental. D. Successful.
D

AW [&|]

clean up one’s act PL#eE , EH M :He had better clean up his act,or he will be out of a job. fli £ IF & 15
B5R , B2k 2 TAE, '

graffiti n. %9 graffiti on the subway cars #i8kE R G E

mural n. BE[H .a mural 72 feet long and 7 feet tall & 72 TR & 7 TR (¥ EEE

K%
S0 [ smEx)

M 1984 TR, B3 30 T B Rik# 4730, LA R R S B B B — T — T AR U R SN AR o
FHACAIE, XBEEL2H T 1 800 ZIFEEE ., B7E, 23k 2 E W AR T A A E R R4 E L,

ETA TREEZ AR (FH MAP) , LIRTES E HREKR IS A BB S EUF S EEA MR T AN E
BLHE , X TSR AAILG I E MG AE D, ib TR A3, XTHRIEME R FR % 5 5 M Y —
FRITRIFI, T8 - KRB MAP IHRIBZ AR S, “ S ANTRRXTH R EBUTHR B e, ” i, « Hat
F— NG E 2] 7 8. 4F , MAP i E [ 4ER A BMERIPBRM TR, Y 2B RHELETdk
F5Bh MAP %2 i B2 ,

XRIRE L, MAP BT TAEsE RIS —fdt K &R, YEAMH X EEREEN, MAP KRR RS SR
FIAMT—BEE—F M, EFPRHoFERZLMHE” “BMER” “EHEE" %,

MAP &R #2W 322 50 ZHREEZ2HTE R, £4F, TEAR—ILL4H| T 140 iEEEHE

B G A URE I A KRB U - B ] G A VR 7E A X 5 5 o L — B OR [R) 58 19 < 35 b f e 220 3 AL
(R0 7SSt VA

[2011 #i& B]

My father was chief engineer of a merchant ship , which was sunk in World War I . The book
Night of the U-boats told the story.
Memories

In September,1940, my mother, sister and I went to Swansea, where my father’s shjb was
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getting ready to sail. We brought him a family photography to be kept with him at all times and
keep him safe. '

Then I remember my mother lying face down, sobbing. She had heard from a friend that the
ship had been sunk by a torpedo.

I can remember the arrival of the telegram , which in those days always brought bad news. My
grandmother opened it. It read, “ Safe. Love Ted. ”

My most vivid memory is being woken and brought down to sit on my father’s knee, his arm
in a bandage.

He was judged unfit to return to sea and took a shore job in Glasgow for the rest of the war.
For as long as I can remember, he had a weak heart, mother said it was caused by the torpedoes.
He said it was because of the cigarettes. Whichever, he died suddenly in his early 50s.

Ten years later I read Night of the U-boat and was able to complete the story.

Torpedo

One torpedo struck the ship. Father was in the engine room, where the third engineer was
killed. He shut down the engines to slow the ship making it easier for it to be abandoned.

By the time he got on deck he was alone. Every lifeboat was gone except one which had
stuck fast. When he tried to cut it free it swung against the ship, injuring his hand and arm. He had
no choice but to jump—still with the photograph in his pocket.

Three days later, he and other survivors were safe in Glasgow. All 23 with him signed the
back of the photograph.

A toast

In my room is the book and the photograph. Often, glass in hand, I have wondered how I
would have dealt with an explosion,a sinking ship,a jump into a vast ocean and a wait for rescue?
Lest we forget,I have some more whisky and toast the heroes of the war.

1. We can infer that the mother and children went to Swansea .
A. to meet a friend B. to see the father off

C. to take a family photo D. to enjoy the sailing of the ship
2. What did the author learn about the father from the telegram?

A. He was still alive. B. His knee was broken.

C. His ship had been sunk. D. He had arrived in Glasgow.
3. The underlined word “it” in Paragraph 6 refers to the father’s

A. weak heart B. taking a shore job

C. failure to return to sea D. injury caused by a torpedo
4. What can we know about the author’s father after his ship was attacked?

A. He lost his arm. B. He repaired the engines.

C. He managed to take a lifeboat. D. He was the last to leave the ship.

5. What is the passage mainly about?
A. A group of forgotten heroes.
B. A book describing a terrifying battle.
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C. A ship engineer’s wartime experience.

D. A merchant’s memories of a sea rescue.

D
PN € )

torpedo n. 7 :The torpedo hit its target. A EHF T HiR,
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[2010 E B]

Love, success , happiness, family and freedom—how important are these values to you? Here
is one interview which explores the fundamental questions in life.

(Q =Question, A = Answer)

Q: Could you introduce yourself first?

A: My name is Misbah,27 years old. I was born in a war-torn area. Right now I'm a web
designer.

Q What are your great memories?

A: My parents used to take us to hunt birds ,climb trees,and play in the fields. For me it was
like a holiday because we were going to have fun all day long. Those are my great

5
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memories.

: Does your childhood mean a lot to you?

: Yes. As life was very hard,I used to work to help bring money in for the family. I spent
my childhood working , with responsibilities beyond my age. However, it taught me to deal

=

with problems all alone. I learnt to be independent.

Q: What changes would you like to make in your life?

A: If I could change something in my life,I’d change it so that my childhood could have
taken place in another area. I would have loved to live with my family in freedom. Who
cares whether we have much money, or whether we have a beautiful house? It doesn’t
matter as long as I can live with my family and we are safe.

Q: How do your get along with your parents?

A: My parents supported me until I came of age. I want to give back what I’ve got. That’s
our way. But I am working in another city. My only contact with my parents now is
through the phone, but I hate using it. It filters out your emotion and leaves your voice
only. My deepest feelings should be passed through sight, hearing and touch.

1. In Misbah’s childhood,

A. he was free from worry B. he liked living in the countryside

C. he was fond of getting close to nature D. he often spent holidays with his family
2. What did Misbah desire most in his childhood?

A. A colorful life. B. A beautiful house.

C. Peace and freedom. D. Money for his family.
3. How would Misbah prefer to communicate with his parents?

A. By chatting on the Internet. B. By calling them sometimes.

C. By paying weekly visits. D. By writing them letters.

4. If there were only one question left, what would it most probably be?
A. What was your childhood dream?
B. What is your biggest achievement?
C. What is your parents’ view of you?
D. What was your hardest experience in the war?

L 2 )

come of age JR4F, Bk ELEML : We'll have a splendid party when Jane comes of age. FETA BLAERT, IRATHE 2
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[2011 A4k A]

Honesty ,my mum always used to tell me,is the best policy. Of course, this didn’t include her
when she told me that if I didn’t eat all my vegetables Father Christmas would find out and
wouldn’t give me any presents.

But when it comes to medicine,I had assumed it was important to always be honest with my
patients. After all, the doctor-patient relationship is based on trust, and therefore honesty is
essential. Or so I thought.

I had just started working in geriatrics. Mr. McMahon was brought in when his belly was
found very swollen. I took a medical history from his daughter who’d accompanied him in the
ambulance. She’d been his main career for years. I stood looking at him as she gave a detailed
history. “Has he lost any weight recently?”I asked. “Well, it’s funny you should mention that,but
yes,” she said slowly. There was silence for a few moments. “Why? What are you worried
about?” she asked. I hesitated. She was obviously very involved in his care and it was only fair that
I told her the truth. “Well, we need to prove it’s not cancer,”I said and talked briefly about some
of the tests I was going to order.

Half an hour later,a nurse called me, “Mr. McMahon’s daughter broke down—she said you
told her he had cancer. ” My heart sank. By the time I arrived at the ward, my consultant was
already there, explaining that we still had to run lots of tests and that it was by no means confirmed
that he had cancer. I stood silently at the end of the bed. My consultant was obviously angry with
me and as we left Mr. McMahon, she turned to me. “Why on earth did you do that?” she asked in
disbelief. I looked at her and bit my lip. “She asked me what I was worried about and I told her,”
I said,hanging my head. “And give her more to worry about?” replied my consultant. “ You don’t

say the word ‘cancer’ until it’s confirmed. Even if you suspect it,think very carefully before you
tell people. ”
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As it turned out,it wasn’t cancer. But I did learn that when someone is stressed and worried
about their loved one they’re sometimes selective in what they hear—and as a doctor it’s important
to be mindful of this. In being truthful ,I’d made the situation worse.

[

. The purpose of the first two paragraphs is to show that the author
A. misunderstood the doctor-patient relationship
B. was anxious to receive Christmas gifts
C. regarded honesty as the best policy
D. had an unhealthy eating habit
2. The author’s consultant was angry with him because
A. he told the daughter what he suspected
B. he delayed running the necessary tests
C. he failed to confirm the patient’s disease
D. he forgot what the consultant had advised
3. The author hung his head (the underlined part in Para. 4) because he was feeling
A. guilty B. hurt C. disappointed D. helpless
4. What lesson has the author learnt from his experience?
A. Learning from parents is necessary.
B. Jumping to a conclusion is dangerous.
C. Telling the truth may not always be the best solution.
D. Selecting pleasant words may not be the perfect policy.
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When I was six,Dad brought home a dog one day,who was called “Brownie”. My brothers
and I all loved Brownie and did different things with her. One of us would walk her,another would
feed her,then there were baths, playing catch and many other games. Brownie, in return, loved
each and every one of us. One thing that most touched my heart was that she would go to whoever
was sick and just be with them. We always felt better when she was around.

One day,as I was getting her food, she chewed up one of Dad’s shoes, which had to be
thrown away in the end. I knew Dad would be mad and I had to let her know what she did was
wrong. When I looked at her and said, “Bad girl, ” she looked down at the ground and then went
and hid. I saw a tear in her eyes.

Brownie turned out to be more than just our family pet. She went everywhere with us. People
would stop and ask if they could pet her. Of course she’d let anyone pet her. She was just the most
lovable dog. There were many times when we’d be out walking and a small child would come over
and pull on her hair. She never barked or tried to get away. Funny thing is she would smile. This
frightened people because they thought she was showing her teeth. Far from the truth, she lovely
everyone.

Now many years have passed since Brownie died of old age. I still miss the days when she

was with us.

1. What would Brownie do when someone was ill in the family?

A. Look at them sadly. B. Keep them company.
C. Play games with them. D. Touch them gently.
2. We can infer from Paragraph 2 that Brownie .
A. would eat anything when hungry B. felt sorry for her mistake
C. loved playing hide-and-seek D. disliked the author’s dad

3. Why does the author say that Brownie was more than just a family pet?
A. She was treated as a member of the family.
B. She played games with anyone she liked.
C. She was loved by everybody she met.
D. She went everywhere with the family.
4. Some people got frightened by Brownie when she

A. smiled B. barked
C. rushed to them D. tried to be funny
5. Which of the following best describes Brownie?
A. Shy. B. Polite. C. Brave. D. Caring.
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Usually , when your teacher asks a question , there is only one correct answer. But there is one
question that has millions of correct answers. That question is “What’s your name?” Everyone
gives a different answer, but everyone is correct.

Have you ever wondered about people’s names? Where do they come from? What do they
mean?

People’s first names, or given names, are chosen by their parents. Sometimes the name of a
grandparent or other member of the family is used. Some parents choose the name of a well-known
person. A boy could be named George Washington Smith; a girl could be named Helen Keller
Jones.

Some people give their children names that mean good things. Clara means “bright” ; Beatrice
means “one who gives happiness” ; Donald means “world ruler” ; Leonard means “as brave as a
lion”.

The earliest last names, or surnames, were taken from place names. A family with the name
Brook or Brooks probably lived near a brook ; someone who was called Longstreet probably lived
on a long, paved road. The Greenwood family lived in or near a leafy forest.

Other early surnames came from people’s occupations. The most common occupational name
is Smith, which means a person who makes things with iron or other metals. In the past, smiths
were very important workers in every town and village. Some other occupational names are ;
Carter—a person who owned or drove a cart; Potter—a person who made pots and pans.

The ancestors of the Baker family probably baked bread for their neighbors in their native
village. The Carpenter’s great-great-great-grandfather probably built houses and furniture.
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Sometimes people were known for the color of their hair or skin, or their size,or their special
abilities. When there were two men who were named John in the same village , the John with the
gray hair probably became John Gray. Or the John who was very tall could call himself John
Tallman. John Fish was probably an excellent swimmer and John Lightfoot was probably a fast
runner or a good dancer.

Some family names were made by adding something to the father’s name. English-speaking
people added -s or -son. The Johnsons are descendants of John;the Roberts family’s ancestor was
Robert. Irish and Scottish people added Mac or Mc or O. Perhaps all of the MacDonnells and the
McDonnells and the O’Donnells are descendants of the same Donnell.

1. Which of the following aspects do the surnames in the passage NOT cover?

A. Places where people lived. B. People’s characters.
C. Talents that people possessed. D. People’s occupations.

2. According to the passage, the ancestors of the Potter family most probably
A. owned or drove a cart B. made things with metals
C. made kitchen tools or containers D. built houses and furniture

3. Suppose an English couple whose ancestors lived near a leafy forest wanted their new-born son
to become a world leader, the baby might be named
A. Beatrice Smith B. Leonard Carter

C. George Longstreet D. Donald Greenwood
4. The underlined word “descendants” in the last paragraph means a person’s
A. later generations B. friends and relatives

C. colleagues and partners D. later sponsors
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