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Abstract

Wang Anshi was a renowned but controversial political figure
in Northern Song Dynasty. This book exams in detaill Wang
Anshi’s life and the age he lived in. It investigates Wang Anshi’s
political, literary and philosophical thoughts as well as Xining Re-
form. Furthermore, comparing his thoughts with contemporary
scholars’, this book analyzes various critiques of him and intends
to completely and .objectively show the whole of his thoughts. The
book points out that his thoughts changed from those of “enriching
people” when he was a local official into those of “enriching coun-
try” when he was in power in imperial count, and reveals the
essence of Wang Anshi’s New Law and the contradictory between

his opposers and him.
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