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A Brief Introduction

Li Zhi has been called as the great thinker of early enlighten-
ment trend of thought during the 16" century in China. He had a
foresight clearly into the contradictions of time and the questions
of the social development, used the outstanding lead conscious-
ness and unusual courage,to make conscientious introspect to the
traditional culture of China, explore the true meaning of life, re-
build the new reason from morality idealism to empiricism, and
build a new thought system that takes“ The theory of childlike in-
nocence” as the kernel ,takes “The theory that don’t deceive one-
self as well as others” and“ the aspiration for saving the nation” as
the purpose. Moreover he made new theoretical creation in the
sphere of philosophical thought, historigraphical thought, moral
and ethical thought, political and economic thought, literary
thought, religions thought. His theoretical creation not only
makes him a giant and the banner of early enlightenment trend of
thought, but also makes a deep influence on the reform movement
in late Qing and the May 4" new culture movement. His freedom
spirit, doubt spirit and the social critical spirit, have important
significance of enlightening, are being used as reference to us,
and must be a great spiritual force to push forward the revival of

the Chinese Nation now.
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