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An Interview with
Environmentalist Dr. Alec Cohen
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INTERVIEWER : Having been at the forefront? of
global warming research for over 15 years, you’ve,
no doubt, been confronted with people who deny that
a problem even exists. Do you still face many people

who hold that view?

DR. COHEN: In recent years, skepticism?® toward
the reality of global warming has declined significant-
ly, not only within the general public but also among
many policymakers?. That being said, it’s one thing to
acknowledge® that global warming is a serious prob-
lem, and quite another thing to take meaningful action.

And unfortunately, we can’t wait indefinitely® to act.

INTERVIEWER : As you say, this is an urgent issue.
But at the same time, as you write in your book, global
warming can’t be reversed’ overnight. What steps can
be taken immediately, and what actions are required

over the long term?

DR. COHEN: Before global warming can be re-
versed, it has to be mitigateds. In terms of short-term
steps, people should switch to energy-efficient products,
such as Energy Star computers and appliances, or re-
place incandescent? light bulbs with fluorescent? ones.
They should also be encouraged to purchase fuel-effi-

cient vehicles, ride a bicycle, or use public transit more

' I

Dr. Alec Cohen is a pronu
nent environmentalist? and
author of the new book
“Just Warming Up: Alrer-
ing the Course of Climate
Change.” He spoke with us

about the threar of ¢lobal
warming and the steps that

can be raken 1o address it.

A global
problem will
require global

action.
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The environmentalist launched out at great
length on energy preservation.

XA RPRERTLORBECNEERT —
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: torefrom (n) “I#‘

Ethnic Chinese have forged ahead to the fore-
front of world biological and medical research.
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skepticism (n.) FEEE

A wise skepticism is the first attribute of a good
critic.

R IREEE LR IER— LB RIFKATE
—EE.

\ policymaker (n ) ﬁ%’fﬁﬂ %%

The critic should acknowledge the complexity
and inherent ambiguity of the policymaker's choices.

BATE ALy I 3R (ke 30k i 9
HECAREG e 2 B BT

. acknowledge (v) 7?% *

L

oA

I wrote him a letter to acknowledge the receipt
of the book he sent me.

?’E@ﬂt 5 T#iﬂ* %%TIIS@IJ Tf&%‘ﬂéﬂ’]%

indeﬂnnely (adv.) %Fﬁ%ﬂi’.

Persistent dumping, as its name implies, goes on
indefinitely.

ProetEfsy, BiaE L, B TR sk
ﬂﬂlﬁﬁ@i%ﬁ

. reverse (v) ()55, (MBI, (40 B1%%

In order to test the telescope for impurity and
scratches, we will reverse it and view the bright sky.

h% PR T A A KR, TR
ﬂ%é%amfﬁ

3 mitigate (v. ) w55 (Z< a) %“Iﬁ
The judge said that nothing could mitigate the
cruelty with which the stepmother had treated the girl.
P E UL FE (TR AT AR AR Gk R R 2
FRBHRREE.
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often. Long-term steps include improving educa-
tion on climate change, investing in biofuels'! and
other forms of renewable energy, and increasing

research funding for clean energy projects.

INTERVIEWER: Are energy-efficient prod-
ucts and appliances more expensive than their
energy-wasting counterparts'2?

DR. COHEN: Some of them are, but because
of the lower energy consumption, consumers will
usually end up saving money in the long run.
And as these products become more and more
popular, their prices will continue to fall. Some
governments also incentivize!® homeowners
by offering tax rebates if they renovate'4 their
homes in compliance with high energy efficiency

standards.

INTERVIEWER: Are you confident that the
fight against global warming is winnable15?

DR. COHEN : Absolutely. Mankind has faced
challenges throughout history and we’ve always
found a solution. The global warming problem
is vast in magnitude and complexity, but that
won’t stop us. But since it is a global problem,
it will require global action. If we’re united and
persistent® in our efforts, I’'m sure we can win
this fight.

FopicQ)

SLorcases

climate change
elobal warming
be conf winl( d with
L‘(‘f?r;l'(!/ public
take action

in terms /';/
renewdable energy
clean energy
energy efficient
energy wasting
Tax rebaic

in compliance with
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@9 | incandescent (adj.) % %
The vital part of the incandescent electric lamp
is the tungsten wire inside the bulb.

EI iPkTB’Jéé%ﬁM}zekT(ﬁEH’J%%%

. fluorescent (adj.) ﬁ%j‘ﬁl&@
Fluorescent, neon, mercury, sodium, and metal-

halide lamps are of the electric discharge variety.
BeRITHIRRAE AT, TALKT. AKHRIT.

fl’ﬂkT ‘Eﬁ:)ﬁﬂ%

. biofuel (n.) i%ﬁﬁ(ﬁ

Demand for biofuel feedstocks, by contrast, is

soaring.
At HEZ T, AR R R K
Eﬁﬂiﬁ

h counternart (n ) %Xiﬁi&wfﬁéﬁm}\j%
Each twin was the counterpart of the other.

3 &?{HUHSE*M
. incentivize (v) M%Efﬂﬂlﬁﬁﬁ

Recent measures will incentivize companies to

upgrade their production facilities to improve produc-
tivity, efficiency and reduce pollution emission.

AL SRR HE M R G A b FHR A R HE . LA
%EE?"#J EF‘}B‘[$%MM>¥?%’.&§FES{

| renovate (v.) B3, B8 B
They renovated the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel.
ﬂhﬂ]ﬂﬂ%‘Tﬁﬁﬁﬁ_%‘tiflﬁ

winnable (adj.) ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬂﬂﬁ
He insisted that the nomination was winnable.

ﬂh%ﬁ&ﬁ%&%‘mﬁﬁ_m
6 persistent(adj.) #F5EH); ZWJ?B‘J

He has a persistent cough.
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1. We can’t wait indefinitely to act.

2. As you say, this is an urgent issue.

3.People should switch to energy-efficient products.
4.Mankind has faced challenges throughout history.

5.I’m sure we can win this fight.

R R A S S R R A S

R

1. You’ve been at the forefront of global warming research for 15 years.
2.Do you still face many people who hold that view?
3.Skepticism toward the reality of global warming has declined.

4.Consumers will usually end up saving money in the long run.

5.But since it is a global problem, it will require global action.

N U R

1. What steps can be taken immediately, and what action is required over the
long term?

2. As these products become more and more popular, their prices will continue
to fall.

3. At the same time, as you write in your book, global warming can’t be re-
versed overnight.

4.Some governments also incentivize homeowners by offering tax rebates.

5.Mankind has faced challenges throughout history and we’ve always found a

solution.
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environmentalist (n.)

|2 1 2
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forefront (n.)

skepticism (n.)
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policymaker (n.)
acknowledge (v.)
indefinitely (ady.)

reverse {v.)

(1) R & (1) i
(¢ ) $ 4%

mitigate (v.)

B (AR #if

incandescent (udj.)

fluorescent (adj.)
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TR 5 TR ?
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3. [FRt, EhEBTEE, HHkLRERAEEh
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4. A EEBORTIE £l BB R SR fth (13X 2 4

5. NHAEH D Rt il &R AR BRR, (HAE
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biofuel (n.)
counterpart (1.}
ncentivize (v.)

renovate (v.)
3 (. & 4
winnable (adj.)
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persistent (adj.)
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An Interview with Professor Laura Foxx
of Earth Sciences at Stanford University

IO RTRRER NS SRR R o 5 & P AR R ]

INTERVIEWER : This year’s conference has 's , ; TN
Lawura Foxy is Professor of Earth
received a lot of media attention, partly due to Sciences at Stanford University. and
the participation and activism? of well-known recently artended the 15th Annual
N Conference on Endangered Species in
celebrities®. Does that benefit your cause? Bangkok, Thailand. Following is an
U Hi/[('\’/‘ anscr /'):’1 o our nrery iew
I ; iu i - with her.
PROF. FOXX: 1 think that it is certainly e

beneficial®. It’s important to realize that this
is actually all of our cause, because the loss
of biodiversity affects us all. After years of

debate, global warming is now recognized

as a threat to all of humanity. Similarly, we

must accept the fact that the loss of endan-

gered species is a serious and pervasive®

prolilem :ftfectti:g rs 21(11, and one that we we wm ensure lhal
| ~ future generations

INTERVIEWER: Do you have an estimate .

of the total number of endangered species? con[lnue '.0 re ap lhe

PROE. FOXX: The muber of ntangered—— yaafits 0f @ dIverse

species worldwide has risen to more than 17,000.

This number includes “endangered species” and ecosystem
“critically endangered species”, as defined by the )

International Union for Conservation of Nature. ?}E 1 r] 2: ﬁﬁ {;E qﬁ 1 r] B{] ,a‘
There are a-]so “vulnerable” s.peci.es"— species 1E %éi :% ;5% z 1::’!2 1 ,t é—E
whose survival and reproduction is threatened, %ﬁ g‘ % ﬁj’l: ;Ié H(]ﬁ ﬁ .

but which are not yet endangered per se.
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17, transcript (n.) #0745 4774 Bl &
The judge asked for a full transcript of the evi-
dence.

HEEILRNEEIL R,
"2 activism (n.) 17313 X, FURESIF X

As has been shown before, historicism is not op-
posed to “activism” .

EaiEZRAR, HERERHFARSHED
F AR SR,

"3 celebrity (n.) & A, & 45, AH

Potential problem of celebrity status is not much
of a determent to those seeking limelight.

F A4 R BT AE (R RS 2 (EAB L -5k 2 A\
(ADPNES E:

4" beneficial (adf.v) Eﬁbﬂ‘h%ﬁﬂﬂﬂg

These vitamins are beneficial to our health.

530 28 i o X AT RO (A 2
(50, viodiversity (n.) ‘¥ FFEHE

Desertification has been recognized as a major
threat to biodiversity.

DAL BN kR X e % R A B
ZE R .

"6 . pervasive (adj.)
FEALRTER] s MATHY s FF B ALH
Law is a pervasive feature of social life that pro-
foundly affects us.
B S EE R ERARE, BB WE
#*Al.
© 7 vulnerable (adj.)
L BRI R BURM
Backwardness will leave us vulnerable to
bullying.
PR RPN il 0N

T80 flux (n.) 2L, A
All things are in a state of flux.
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INTERVIEWER : Some people argue that species have been dis-
appearing for millions of years while new ones have been evolving.

Is the dying out of a species just part of the natural flux8 of nature?

PROF. FOXX: 1t’s true that a species may die out naturally. But
over the past century, human activity has been responsible for the
decline of countless? plant and animal populations. Habitat de-
struction, caused by human factors like deforestation’® and water
pollution, can have devastating! repercussions'2 on flora'3 and

fauna'4, often placing the survival of an entire species at risk.

INTERVIEWER: There are almost two million named spe-
cies, with an estimated total number of around 10 million. Why

does it matter if we lose a few dozen or a few hundred of them?

PROF. FOXX: Plants and animals possess important medici-
nal, agricultural, scientific, ecological and economic value. By
protecting and restoring as many endangered species as we can,
we will ensure that future generations continue to reap the ben-

efits of a diverse ecosystem.

INTERVIEWER : Have there been any success stories of pre-
viously endangered species that are thriving again?

PROF. FOXX: There are several such examples. The Per-
egrine Falcon, for instance, became endangered in the 1950s
in many parts of the world due to the overuse of pesticides'5,
especially DDT. After DDT was banned in the early 1970s, the
species recovered and is no longer endangered. More recently,
the Grey Wolf was removed from the endangered species list in
the Northern Rockies and the western Great Lakes, after making
a strong comeback'6 in these two regions. These success stories
attest to the fact that, through a variety of measures, endangered

species can indeed be saved.
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