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A Brief Introduction

Liu Che, Wu Emperor of the Han Dynasty, reigned
China for ﬁfty—fbur years and was one of the most capable emper-
ors in ancient China. In ideology, he put an end to “the era of
multiple schools of thoughts” and started “the era of Confucian
thoughts”. In politics, he founded a new political system of mo-
narchic monopoly of power. With his supreme military power, he
enlarged the territory of the Han Empire and laid a solid territorial
foundation for China over the next two thousand years.
The present book begins with nine questions put forward by
Jia Yi in his “Measures to Bring Peace and Stability to the Em-
pire” and moves on to point out that it is inevitable for Wu Em-
peror of the Han Dynasty to change from “the policy of natural
ruling "to “the policy of active ruling”. The following chapters
recount and analyze Liu Che’s historical achievements and fore-
ground his revival of Confucianism, his establishment of a unitary
ruling system, his enactment of “state monopoly of economy” and
his conquest of Xiongnu people and the Western Regions. Mean-
while, it is also pointed out that the monarchic monopoly of power
fails to ensure the stability of the empire and inevitably leads to
mysticism which in turn would further undermine the political sta-
bility. The life of Wu Emperor of the Han Dynasty is a case in

point in the autocratic institution of ancient China.
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