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Preface for Musing on Sense and Sensibility:
Selected Essays of International Students of Beijing Film
Academy, a World Accliimed Institute of Film
Education

Beijing Film Academy (BFA) is the largest art college in China that specializes
in training professionals in film production, theory, and management. BFA is famous
for its broad range of majors, experienced teaching faculty, comprehensive curricu-
lum, scholarly research in art theories, and state—of—the—art teaching facilities.

Despite occupying a relatively small campus in China, the Academy, is the
largest film school in Asia and through the high quality of its products, it commands
great of respect in the world of Film Arts. ‘

Among the more than one hundred colleges of film and television arts and
technology worldwide, BFA is widely respected as one of the best for its excellence
in campus architectural design, scope of education, variety of disciplines, teaching
strength, curriculum design, art creation, administration, and research.

Beginning with our first class, we have trained excellent and advanced film
professionals, and this has been the foundation of our programs ever since.

While the emphasis of education and training at BFA is on the branches of
film production, BFAI also conducts research on history, theory and criticism of
film. During the development of BFA, the college has widened its scope of disci-
plines and education. It has developed into a college with elite professors and
world—class teaching styles.

Across the past thirty years of China’s economic, political, and educational de-
velopment, the Academy has long strived to protect a high standard of excellence.
Within this process of development, the Academy has not blindly over —stretched
her capacity and has been able to continuously uphold the high standard film educa-
tion that is characteristic of her tradition. To enhance the training of the students,
BFA remains committed to improve the following aspects: maintaining good facili-

ties; improving the quality of training; establishing solid foundation for students in




technology, arts, knowledge, and theories, so as to ensure that students are not only
able to learn professional skills from textbooks but also able to adapt to society, be
creative and cultivate life—long education skills.

As the foremost higher education institute for film training in China, the BFA
has trained several batches of world—class film graduates, who have found success in
their careers and also occupy very important positions in the film world.

The many excellent creations from professionals associated with the academy
stand as a proof that our film training is indeed yielding good results. These works
continue to attract a myriad of film enthusiasts, scholars, and practitioners from
around the world to the academy.

This attraction can clearly be seen in the ever increasing number of interna-
tional students who enroll in the academy in hopes of advancing their individual
dreams of becoming film specialists.

Academic liberty, a lively study environment, disciplined study patterns, etc.
all provide international students the ideal conditions to receive world—class train-
ing not only in the area of film but also in knowledge needed for living in this an-
cient country of the Orient. The Academy seeks to foster the noble values of hu-
manity, honesty, truth, dreams and aspiration, vibrant academic environment. Each
international student is able to witness and experience the core values of the Acade-
my’s traihing patterns and pass through a systematic education in language and film
studies through which they are able to achieve a high level of competence. This
publication is a further evidence of the views, opinions and deep feelings these stu-
dents have for their the host nation and university.

Although the articles in this publication may not possess the most sophisticated
language, the writers have been able to, in simple and straight forward composi-
tions, convey their intended meanings. From their different individual perspectives
and within the limitations of the mastery of the Chinese language, they have in a
variety of styles and approaches expressed their deep, rational and philosophical
thoughts on arts, film and other artistic and social subjects, like painting, drama,
music, dance, society, humanity, time, space, architecture etc.

The write—ups also give profound insight into the distinct, sensitive and sin-
cere reflections of the individual, not only into environment of the Beijing Film
Academy but also the world at large. Through these reflections there regularly e-
volves a high level of deep and mutual understanding and sharing of knowledge be-
tween the faculty and the students.

It is therefore my strong hope that this publication will build in both the for-




eign students and the academy, a stronger bound. I also hope that the book will
serve as a tool for both Chinese and International Students to constantly raise the
platform of intellectual discussions on buming issues in the arts, film, communica-
tions, and other areas of human endeavor.

The contributors to this publication, I must state, have not only given to the
Beijing Film Academy an impressive publication, they have also put on perma-
nent record, fine memories and beautiful reminiscences. I therefore wish them
success in their life journeys and whole heartedly pray for a beautiful future for

each and every one of them.

Professor Zhang Huijun

The CPPCC committee member, the vice—chairman of the China Film
Association

PH D Supervisor, the President of Beijing Film Academy

January, 2009
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