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ABSTRACT

The durative controversy, whether or not economics is a science,
has evolved into the perennial and drastic contention on the methodology
of economics in the late 20th century in the field of the west non — Marx-
ist economics. Applying the basic views and method of Marxist philoso-
phy, this dissertation iries to systemically describe and critically analyze
the process of the controversy. By reviewing and construing the origin,
the development, the accomplishments and the basic problems of the
controversy, this paper illustrates that “situational analysis” is a neces-
sary way for the contemporary western methodology of economics to get
out of the research predicament. It also shows that “situational analysis”
is a significant platform for the researches of Marxist tradition and non -
Marxist tradition to have constructive dialogues.

Chapter 1 deseribes and examines the origin and basic problems of
the controversy in the contemporary western methodology of economics,
and makes a survey of the involvements of the western researcher of the
philosophy of science in the discussion of the methodology of economics.

Chapter 2 is a penetrative philosophical analysis about the accom-
plishment and predicament of the controversy. This chapter penetratively
studies the predicament of the economic theory by logically analyzing the
core of the controversy, the test problem. When we apply the combined
historic and logical method to review the elements for testing a economic

theory, we notice a blind spot in Blaug’ s traditional perspectives of the
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modern methodology of economics, ie, what Marshall has done on distur-
bing causes, law, ceteris paribus clause has been neglected, though
these researches have performed a key function in the history of econom-
ics. This chapter supplements and analyzes these views, and indicates
the very important value of these complementary points, which further
help us to understand different views of different schools in the controver-
sy. By further studying the relation between law and situation, this chap-
ter illuminates that situational analysis should be the core of the resear-
ches of the contemporary methodology of economics. This chapter also
discusses the views of situational logic in the logic of social sciences that
Popper has researched in his late years, and these discussions criticize
the fact that former researches on falsificationism only focus their chief
attention on Popper’ s early ideas in the modern methodoelogy of econom-
ics.

On the basis of the preceding discussions in the previous chapters,
Chapter 3 positively analyzes the development of economics in recent
years. By examining the institutional economics from methodological per-
spectives, this chapter further demonstrates the essentiality and possibili-
ty of situational analysis in the methodology of economics. Employing the
most recent achievements in the contemporary epistemology of science
and logic, the philosophical meaning and the function of solving prob-
lems of situational analysis are also discussed in this chapter.

It is the purpose of chapter 4 to deepen and demonstrate a number
of new understandings of the philosophical and methodological perspec-
tives discussed above. By discussing the essential relationship between
Marxist perspective of practice and situational analysis and studying the
connection between “subjective relativity” and “objectivity” in econom-
ics and natural sciences, this dissertation indicates that situational analy-

sis may give us a rational orientation for the understanding of economics
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as a science in the scientific continuum. The essentiality and fundamen-
tality of the organic unification of the “analytic” method grounded on
formal logic and the “synthetic” method on dialectical logic are also il-
lustrated.

This dissertation demonstrates that it will be very beneficial to the
development of methodology of economics if we can concentrate on pro-
moting the communication and interaction between the western methodol-
ogy of economics and Marxist research tradition. Moreover, the theory of
Marxist social practice and historical dialectic should play a more impor-
tant role in the research of the contemporary methodology of economics

and philosophy of economics.
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