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LIFESTYLES
Teens wanted
R FRANE

A get-to-know-her video shown on local TV and on the intemet should help this Idaho teen find a home.

There are loving families anxious to adopt® teens.
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By ROSEMARY ZIBART

mber has been in four foster-care

homes? in two years. Now, she is get-

ting a makeover® at the mall. Not that
she needs one. She is picture pretty already with
blond* hair and green eyes. Why is she doing
this? Because this is a special occasion, and
Amber, 16, wants to look her best. She is being
filmed for a Wednesday’s Child segment® on
KTVRB, a television station in Boise, Idaho. Be-
ing seen on TV may help her find a permanent*
family that does the ordinary things families do
— go on picnics, eat out, and watch movies
together. “I just want a mom and dad who will
love me the way I am,” she says.

Ten years ago, teenagers such as Amber
were so hard to place with adoptive families that
hardly anyone tried. “If you talked about finding
a home for an older child, that meant the kid was
7 or 8.” says Chester Jackson, associate’ execu-
tive director of You Gotta Believe!, a New York
City adoption agency that places teens. But today,
the odds® are much better for teenagers. Of the
119,000 children waiting to be adopted in the
United States, about half are 9 years old or older
and about 40,000 are 11 or older. In 2002 — the
last year for which there are federal statistics?
— about 10,000 such kids found adoptive
families. That’s up sharply from 1998, when
6,000 were adopted, and most experts believe
that the annual number has continued to rise. “The
miracle is not that it’s possible to place teens,”
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says Jackson. “The miracle is that it’s not so
difficult.”

There are several reasons for the change.
One of these is the 1997 Adoption and Safe
Families Act (ASFA), which pays states that
increase the number of kids who are moved
out of foster care and placed in adoptive homes.
Another is the Dave Thomas Foundation, an
important source of funds, started by the late
founder of Wendy’s, the fast-food chain. Tho-
mas was an adopted child himself and wanted
to promote the adoption of foster kids.

Within the foster-care community, there
is a growing awareness that teenagers need
families, too, and that this need does not go
away at 18, when kids “age out” of the foster-
care system. “It’s pretty sad,” says Jackson,
“when I get a call from a 24-year-old guy who’s
got no one to ask for help or advice except his
former social worker, or from a young woman
who is having her first baby and there are no
grandparents in the picture.”

There are some new ways to recruit!®
families, even for kids in their late teens. One
of them is televised videos such as the one
Amber was filmed for. Wednesday’s Child, a
nonprofit organization that places teens in Or-
egon and Idaho, helps make the videos. They
air'! as a weekly feature on the local news and
on a website. One of these videos worked for
Jason, 18. Jeri and George Soulier of Weiser,
Idaho, saw a profile of Jason on the Wednesday’s

LIFESTYLES
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Child website last summer and quickly arranged
to meet him. They have since taken him into
their home and are planning to adopt him.
“Parenting is stressful,” admits George, a com-
puter engineer and a first-time father at age 50.
“But when we have breakthroughs — and we
have breakthroughs every week — it’s the most
rewarding thing I’ve ever done.”

Ron Hancock was sure he wanted to adopt
a young child. Told he would be great with
teens, Hancock, 42, who is unmarried and lives
in Tampa, Florida, was against the idea. But then
a caseworker!? showed him a photo of Steven,
16, who had been in foster care since he was
6. Hancock and his sister-in-law, who was
providing moral support during the process, were
charmed by a certain family resemblance®. “He’s
one of us,” they concluded. When Hancock and
Steven met a week later, they got along right
away. As he drove back home, Hancock phoned
the caseworker to say, “You can close Steven’s
file. He’s mine.”

Joe and Marilyn Franzi of Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, went through a similar change of
heart. While looking into adopting a 12-year-old
boy, they noticed a polite 17-year-old who lived
at the same group home and who, Joe recalls,
“always had a book in his hand.” That was
Truman, a college freshman, and the Franzis are
adopting him instead. “Truman’s got a good
heart. He’s very easy to love,” says Joe.
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FACING KIDS’ FEARS

The teens often need as much encourage-
ment and counseling as the future parents do.
In St. Louis, Missouri, Project Teen Plus pro-
vides a support group to help teenagers talk
about their fears and doubts about being
adopted. “Many have lived in institutions so long,
they have no idea what life in a family is like,”
says Melanie Scheetz, executive director of the
group that created Project Teen Plus. She ac-
companies! girls to a meal each Sunday with a
foster mom so they know what to expect.

Teens often have mixed feelings about join-
ing a new family. “It’s hard to believe an adult
will love and protect you when that hasn’t been
your experience,” says Marti Wiser, Idaho’s
Wednesday’s Child coordinator!®. Many teens in
foster care are worried that being adopted means
having to reject their birth families — a painful
dilemma’®. One adoption expett suggests finding
out what is behind the teenagers’ resistance!” and
offering the choice of remaining in touch with
their birth families after entering adoptive homes.

A teenager usually spends six to nine months
with a prospective family before an adoption is
finalized™. It’s an important time, and studies sug-
gest that somewhere between 10% and 24% of
these placements fail — a higher rate than for
younger adoptees. The key to success seems to
be careful preparation of both the teen and the
family. Community support also helps. When
George and Jeri Soulier asked their pastor® about
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adopting Jason, he responded, “If we can’t sup-
port you in doing this, then we are not a church.”

Patience is essential. Roland and Maribel
Vasquez of Worcester County, Massachusetts,
had two children of their own when they de-
cided to open their home to Michael, 17. For
10 months, the couple and the boy struggled to
get to know and accept one another. Michael
wondered whether it was too late to adapt to
family life. But that changed when he turned
18. The big event was not only his first birth-
day with his adoptive family but also the first
time he had ever been given birthday gifts and
a cake. For Michael’s new parents, the rewards
have been great. “You’re not just helping some-
one else,” says Maribel. “You’re making a de-
cision to grow as a family.”
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Vocabulary €xercises

. Match the words given below under A with the meanings below
under B.

A B
1 odds a gratifying
__ 2 miracle b description
__ 3 awareness ¢ wonder
4 recruit d advice
___ 5 profile e signup
____ 6 stressful f  chance
__ 7 rewarding g refuse
8 charm h attract
___ 9 counsel i recognition
10 reject j tough

. Choose the one word or phrase that best completes the sentences.

1) Their were very poor after the rain.
A. success B. probability
C. odds D. opportunity
2) Every evening you could witness him Tracy to a dinner.
A. following B. accompanying
C. with D. associating
3) All this poses a with which the insurance company
has to deal.
A. dilemma B. resistance C. makeover  D. situation
4) The reduction in white blood-cell counts lower to
disease.
A. rejection B. resistance  C. response D. reaction

LIFESTYLES 3.



5) The focus of the corporate culture is to a spirite of

cooperation.
A. stimulate B. adopt C. recruit D. foster

. Reading Comprehension

I. Read the passage and choose the best answer to each of the
following questions or unfinished statements.

8-

1.

She is being for a Wednesday’s Child segment on
KTVB.

A. movied B. photographed

C. filmed D. staged

How many children waiting to be adopted in the United States
are 9 years old or older?

A. 119,000 B. about 60,000

C. about 40,000 D. 20,000

How did Jeri and George Soulier find Jason in the first place?
A. They saw his profile from a caseworker.

B. They saw his profile from a foster-care home.

C. They saw his videos on the Wednesday’s Child Website.

D. They saw his pictures on a TV program.

What is the painful dilemma for many teens in foster care?
A. Being adopted means no longer seeing their friends.

B. Being adopted means having to reject their birth families.

C. Being adopted means having to learn a family life.

D. Being adopted means losing their choice of education.

A teenage usually spends six to nine months with a

ot AR ) 18 Rl R 3 B9 3% 45 il T1



family before an adoption is finalized.
A. promising  B. prospective C. potential D. patient

II. Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false

(F) according to the information given in the passage.

() 1. Amber is a 16-year-old girl with red hair and green eyes.

( ) 2. Dave Thomas Foundation helps teens to find an adopted
family more easily.

( ) 3. Hancock and his sister-in-law were charmed by Steven’s
politeness when they first met.

() 4. To adopt children, the family needs great financial support.

( ) 5. Community support can also help the process of adoption.
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