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Longmen Grottoes

The Longmen Grottoes are located 13km south of Luoyang, a major city in China’s
Henan province, where Xiang Shan and Longmen Shan stand facing each other. Yi River
washes it way northward through gorge. Take a distance view, it seems to be a natural gate,
therefore, historically name Yique(gate of Yi River). Later in Sui dynasty the capital was es-
tablished in Luoyang and the palace gate was just facing Yique, hence the name Longmen (the
emperors’s south gate). Situated on the rocky mountainsides along both banks of the river,
the famous Longmen Grottoes measure one kilometre from north to south. Together with Mo-
gao Caves (Dunhuang City, Gansu province), Yung ang Caves (Datong City, Shanxi
province), is known as the Three-great-grotto-treasure houses of China.

The digging and carving of these grottoes began A.D. 493, when the Northern Wei Dy-
nasty (386-534) move its capital to Luoyang. Construction was carries on during the Eastern
Wei (534-550) , Western Wei(535-557), Northern Qi(550-577), Northern Zhou(557-581),
Sui (581-618), Tang (618-907) and Northern Song (960-1127) Dynasties, in the Northern
Wei and Tang Dynasties alone, large-scale work was done on the grottoes over a period of
more than 150 years. According to the statistical data by Longmen Cave Research Institute,
there are, at present, 2345 caves and niches, some 2800 pieces of inscription, 40 Buddhist
pagodas, over a hundred thousand Buddhist images in all the existing grottoes. As to Northern
Wei period, the representative caves are Guyangdong, Binyangzhongdong , Lianhuadong etc.
Meanwhile, the representative ones of Tang Dynasty are Fengxiansi, Wanfodong, Qianxisi,
Kanjinsgi etc. Among these, Fengxiansi enjoy the largest scale at Longmen. It is the summit
of Chinese Buddhist stone-carving art. The selected twenty pieces, as well as Yique Buddhist
Niche Stele by Chu Shuiliang serve as the typical calligraphies of Northern Wei Stele inscription
and of early Tang Dynasty.

In 1961 the State Council promulgated Longmen caves a key cultural relic unit for special

protection.
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