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CONTEXT

orn in Lyons, France, in 1900, Antoine de Saint-

Exupéry considered himself a pilot above all else.

For twenty years, he flew everything from cartog-

raphy missions to commercial airlines, and flying
occupied a significant place in his philosophical essays and fanta-
sy writings. The theme of aviation was often Saint-Exupéry’s
launching point for more abstract discussions on issues like the
search for wisdom and the meaning of life.

Saint-Exupéry began writing The Little Prince during World
War II, after Germany’s invasion of France had forced him to
give up aviation and flee to New York. In addition to his tortur-
ous thoughts of the war in Europe, having to leave his homeland
and no longer being able to fly planes affected Saint-Exupéry
deeply. The novel’s nostalgia for childhood indicates both Saint-
Exupéry’s homesick desire to retumn to France and his hope of re-
turning to a time of peace. This wartime stress undoubtedly con-
tributed to the sense of urgency in Saint-Exupéry’s message of
love and compassion.

In its glorification of childlike innocence, The Little Prince
is also an indictment of the spiritual decay Saint-Exupéry per-
ceived in humanity. In 1943, he wrote, “For centuries, hu-
manity has been descending an immense staircase whose top is
hidden in the clouds and whose lowest steps are lost in a dark
abyss. We could have ascended the staircase; instead we chose
to descend it. Spiritual decay is terrible... There is one problem
and only one in the world; to revive in people some sense of
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W CONTEXT

spiritual meaning...” By celebrating a world-view unsullied by
the drab restrictions of adulthood, the novel attempts to revive a
sense of spirituality in the world.

Some of the story of The Little Prince uses events taken
from Saint-Exupéry’s own life. If the novel’s sur-real fairy tale
feels strangely real and personal, this effect is achieved, at least
in part, by the fact that Saint-Exupéry was drawing from his own
experiences. In Wind, Sand and Stars, his 1939 account of his
aviation adventures, he recollects a crash landing he was forced
to make in the Sahara desert. In his wanderings across the de-
sert, Saint-Exupéry had a number of hallucinations, including an
encounter with a fennec, a type of desert sand fox that bears a
striking resemblance to the fox depicted in The Little Prince.

Saint-Exupéry may have seen himself in his characters of
both the narrator and the little prince. Like his narrator, Saint-
Exupéry was a pilot, crashed in the Sahara, and experienced
there a kind of mystical revelation. The prince, however, repre-
sents aspects of Saint-Exupéry as well, and he very definitely
embodies Saint-Exupéry’ s philosophy and aspirations. The
prince’s relationship with the rose could be a reflection of Saint-
Exupéry’s relationship with his wife, and the prince is also an
explorer and traveler of the skies—it is one of the first things that
the prince and the narrator share in common. Seen in this light,
The Lintle Prince can be read as a metaphor of the process of in-
trospection itself, wherein two halves of thé same person meet
and learn from each other.

Although The Little Prince was undoubtedly influenced by
the tenor of World War II, Saint-Exupéry aims for a general,
apolitical analysis of human nature. The prevalence of symbols
of death and evil in The Little Prince are often interpreted as refer-



et - % ik g

PO E oo 738 23 0 3R SR B B B9 ) BR T A 4 B
L U /J\%f&@&éﬂiﬁ?ﬁ B R A E!‘Jf“{ﬂ]

(NETFTHIFH— wﬁi$l‘§‘ﬁﬂéﬁﬂixiﬁﬁﬁﬁiéﬁ
AANKERE TR WML BRLEIFEABRBHANE
EHEEANER, BAXIERBBAT  ELE—ER
B b RRER ﬁﬁxiﬁﬁ*ﬁﬁiﬁﬁaﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁm/\ﬁ
#, 1939@&?&'598%1‘?35%&5‘59%% v EE)-H
FOBEZT AEERHBR Y EAER., BEEDES,
EREHRBEFET —RIILE, BEMERR—
P £ Y 7 Vo o i D B AT ﬁ*ﬂ(d\l?) HHME
PRI M & AR

EREHRWMERAFEBARNEEFMNDNETXWAA
aFEIAD, MBPHREE—F, ZRTHMEBLE
— & RAT B, B TR HLE BRI R TE B RV B, 7R AR B A Ak
BE-FRLUMPANER, JR,DETHEERATERRE
TR A S 8 T T, At A R B B R B T IR SR R R
ANEFEMBE, MNETHBREHN KRR AT ERZRTHR
MEMMETHRXRNEHR, MNETFHRKSHRKEEMN
WhE —X R D ETFHREEFERIFEZ 4L, MXAAE
B (METITUHEER AR —NRM, EE
BT RA—N AR BREEGE R MEET,

BRSEN , (HNEFIRINE KR RRORF E
BRI B2 X R TR B 7 X AP A T R
B AEBUIA I . AMEEBUNEF)—BFRXT

N B




¥ conTEXT

ences. to Nazi Germany, but the book’s universally applicable
fairy-tale symbols and the emblems of World War II make an
awkward match. The Little Prince builds on a long tradition of
French parables and fantasy literature, most notably expressed
in Voltaire’s Candide. Like Voltaire, Saint-Exupéry urges his read-
ers to pa.rtlmpate actlvely in the reading process, using their i-
magmatxons to assign deeper meaning to deceptively simple prose
and poetry. Saint-Exupéry and his novel were certainly affected
by the historical events of the time, but The Little Prince aspires
to'be a universal and timeless allegory about the importance of
innocence and love. Indeed, since it was first published, The
Little Prince has become one of the most widely translated books
in the history of French literature. *
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The Little Prince I

PLOT ODVERVIEW

he narrator, an airplane pilot, crashes in the Sa-

hara desert. The crash badly damages his air-

plane and leaves the narrator with very little food

or water. As he is worrying over his predica-
ment, he is approached by the little prince, a very serious little
blond boy who asks the narrator to draw him a sheep. The nar-
rator obliges, and the two become friends. The pilot learns that
the little prince comes from a small planet that the little prince
calls Asteroid 325 but that people on Earth call Asteroid B-612.
The little prince took great care of this planet, preventing any
bad seeds from growing and making sure it was never overrun
by baobab trees. One day, a mysterious rose sprouted on the
planet and the little prince fell in love with it. But when he
caught the rose in a lie one day, he decided that he could not
trust her anymore. He grew lonely and decided to leave. Des-
pite a last-minute reconciliation with the rose, the prince set out
to explore other planets and cure his loneliness.

While journeying, the narrator tells us, the little prince
passes by neighboring asteroids and encounters for the first time
the strange, narrow-minded world of grown-ups. On the first
six planets the little prince visits, he meets a king, a vain man,
a drunkard, a businessman, a lamplighter, and a geographer,
all of whom live alone and are overly consumed by their chosen
occupations. Such strange behavior both amuses and perturbs
the little prince. He does not understand their need to order
people around, to be admired, and to own everything. With
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the exception of the lamplighter, whose dogged faithfulness he
admires, the little prince does not think much of the adults he
visits, and he does not learn anything useful. However, he
learns from the geographer that flowers do not last forever, and
he begins to miss the rose he has left behind.

At the geographer’s suggestion, the little prince visits
Earth, but he lands in the middle of the desert and cannot find
any humans. Instead, he meets a snake who speaks in riddles
and hints darkly that its lethal poison can send the little prince
back to the heavens if he so wishes. The little prince ignores
the offer and continues his explorations, stopping to talk to a
three-petaled flower and to climb the tallest mountain he can
find, where he confuses the echo of his voice for conversation.
Eventually, the little prince finds a rose garden, which surprises
and depresses him—his rose had told him that she was the only
one of her kind.

The prince befriends a fox, who teaches him that the im-
portant things in life are visible only to the heart, that his time
away from the rose makes the rose more special to him, and
that love makes a person responsible for the beings that one
loves. The little prince realizes that, even though there are
many roses, his love for his rose makes her unique and that he
is therefore responsible for her. Despite this revelation, he still
feels very lonely because he is so far away from his rose. The
prince ends his story by describing his encounters with two
men, a railway switchman and a salesclerk.

It is now the narrator’s eighth day in the desert, and at the
prince’s suggestion, they set off to find a well. The water feeds
their hearts as much as their bodies, and the two share a mo-
ment of bliss as they agree that too many people do not see
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¥ PLOT OVERVIEW

what is truly important in life. The little prince’s mind, howev-
er, is fixed on returning to his rose, and he begins making
plans with the snake to head back to his planet. The narrator is
able to fix his plane on the day before the one-year anniversary
of the prince’s arrival on Earth, and he walks sadly with his
friend out to the place the prince landed. The snake bites the
prince, who falls noiselessly to the sand. ‘

The narrator takes comfort when he cannot find the prince’s
body the next day and is confident that the prince has returned
to his asteroid. The narrator is also comforted by the stars, in
which he now hears the tinkling of his friend’s laughter. Often,
however, he grows sad and wonders if the sheep he drew has
eaten the prince’s rose. The narrator concludes by showing his
readers a drawing of the desert landscape and by asking us to
stop for a while under the stars if we are ever in the area and to
let the narrator know immediately if the little prince has re-
turned. g
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