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Introduction

With the advancement of research and education in the 21° century, tertiary
education has been posing an increasingly higher demand for its facilities. In
response, concepts like high technology, energy-efficiency and sustainability
have successfully found their way to the architecture for universities, institutes
and colleges. The book aims at presenting the present-day campus facilities by
introducing a number of recently-completed projects, some of which were built
for internationally-renown universities and institutes such as Georgia Institute of
Technology, University of Edinburgh and National University of Singapore.

University Architecture is the second book among the Architecture Book Series
published by DMP The book covers forty-four projects from all over the world,
including America, Europe, Asia, Australia and Africa (mostly from North America and
Europe). Here you may find contributions from world-renown architects such as KPF
and FOA. Most of the featured projects have received various awards, such as AlA
Awards, RIBA Awards and Chicago Athenaeum Awards.

The carefully-selected projects are categorised into four chapters: Teaching &
Administration Facilities, Research & Laboratory Facilities, Mixed-use Facilities,
and Other Facilities. In each chapter, ten or twelve projects are presented in
an alphabetical order. Each project is introduced with plenty of images, a brief
statement, and several plans or diagrams which contribute to the professional
reference value of the volume. In the index, contact information of each architecture
firm involved is given.
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3. Main entrance of the building

Alvah H. Chapman Jr. Graduate

School of Business
Florida International University

The identity of the Alvah H. Chapman Jr. Graduate School of Business at Florida
International University in Miami merges a strong link to the Americas with the
image and actuality of a modern facility.

The building starts at two storeys in height and spirals around the courtyard to
reach approximately three storeys at the board room, above the main entrance
lobby. The new business school will have two faces: to the exterior, it will be
wrapped in a precast concrete panel system with three levels of sandblasting
to create texture and pattern. Within the courtyard and in the slivers of spaces
between the building bars, borrowing from the Florida vernacular, it holds vividly-
coloured stucco walls, a palette inspired by pre-Columbian art to honour the
cultural heritage of the largely Latin and Hispanic student body. The building is
designed to be environmentally site-specific, with window patterns, arcades, and
sun screens designed to address the predominantly hot Miami climate.

The phased design creates two distinct communities — one for students, another
for faculty — linked by proximity, formal expression and materials. Phase One
houses classrooms, administrative offices, a multipurpose facility, a 300-seat
auditorium and student support spaces. Phase Two contains academic centres
and faculty offices.

The first courtyard is anchored by a grand staircase, which recalls Mayan stepped
structures and provides an informal gathering place for students and faculty.
Classrooms are accessed through an open-air arcade, taking advantage of
Miami’s subtropical climate. The second courtyard, delineated by a water basin,
forms an enclave for faculty offices.

Oriented to optimise and capture the prevailing winds from the west, the buildings
are sliced at their corners to temper and ventilate the landscaped interior
courtyards. In conjunction with water basins and dense plantings, the breezeways
ensure that the courtyards are comfortable, even during the hottest hours of the
day. By night, the open corners reveal the illuminated courtyards to the surrounding
campus, creating a welcoming and dynamic environment for the many students
who attend evening classes at the school.
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1 Entrance to the courtyard
2. Courtyard

3. Circulation space

4. Signage in the lobby
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Awards:

Chicago Athenaeum Museum of Architecture & Design, American Architecture
Awards, 2008

Construction Association of South Florida Craftsmanship Awards, 2008
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1 300-seat auditorium
2. Common space
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1 Multipurpose facility
2. Multipurpose facility
3. Classroom
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Architect: Perkins+Will Location: Duluth, Minnesota, USA Completion: 2008 NFA: 6,200 m’
Photography: James Steinkamp / Steinkamp Photography
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Lahovitz School of Business and

Economics
University of Minnesota, Duluth

The existing campus of the University of Minnesota Duluth was organised
around a series of connected classroom buildings along a north-south axis. The
resulting mega-building, while succeeding in providing protection from harsh
northern Minnesota winters, failed to create separate identities for the various
schools housed within. The new Labovitz School of Business and Economics,
positioned at the north end of the campus, shifts to an east-west axis in order
to give more definition to the campus, especially as it is approached from the
north. It also begins to define a quadrangle between the academic buildings to
the east and residential buildings to the west.

The various programmatic components of the building are articulated both in
their massing and their material expression. A two-storey base of administrative
and instructional spaces, clad in weathering steel, slips under two horizontal
floating concrete planes that define the faculty offices. The offices extend over
Kirby Drive where the concrete wraps down to the ground to form a gateway
to the campus. Entry to the building is from the north, into a glazed two-storey
lobby that is the space between an elliptical auditorium and administration and
instructional spaces. A three-storey circulation spine connects the lobby and
existing buildings to the south.

The building’s material palette of weathering steel and exposed concrete
evokes Duluth’s industrial history.
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Awards:
World Architecture News, Design Award for Education, 2010
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