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@O you see this picture of an angel with a sword that looks as if it
were on fire? Well, this angel was once set to guard the gates of a garden—a
garden of wonderful trees. This garden was in the East, in a strange, hot
country, where you may sometimes find miles and miles of wind-tossed
sand,and sometimes high, rocky mountains, and sometimes wide rivers that
flow between banks of tall reeds. A part of it was called The Land of Nod,”
which means the “Land of Wandering.” In this country there were big cities,
long since fallen into ruins, but once fine and strong, with kings’ palaces built
inside their towered walls.

Here lived people who could make beautiful things in silver and gold
and brass, who could carve in ivory and mould delicate vases upon potters’
wheels. They went out hunting lions and other wild beasts in the desert, and
came back to banquets where music was played to them as they ate and drank.
And at the kings’ courts were men who called fhemselves magicians, and
thought that they could read the future in the water, or the sand, or sometimes
in the stars.

Away from the great cities, where the kings and princes were often very
wicked, lived the people of the Tents. They had sheep and cattle for property,
and they moved through the Land of Wandering, passing from place to place.
Some of them were very rich and owned beautiful things in silver and gold,
though they did not build temples and houses. But the greatest treasure they

had, greater than any jewel that ever shone, was their belief in God.

It was of God that they told in all their stories, and sang in all their songs.

The little dark-haired, dark-eyed boys and girls who played about the tent

doors, or sat near their mothers at sunset, never tired of hearing the beautiful
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tales. Some of their grown-up brothers had harps and cymbals, and were
taught to make music and to dance, not for mere pleasure, but for worship of
the Great God to whose people they belonged. Other nations about them
prayed to the sun, or the moon, or even to big stone pillars set up in the
temples of the hills. But the children of the Tent-people prayed to God alone.

Among other tales, the mothers tried to tell the children the story of how
God made the world. They said it was made in Six Wonderful Days—what
we call the Creation. Every day, they explained, for six days running, God
made something beautiful and new. The first of all was Light. And then He
made the blue skies and seas, the mountains and the meadows, the waving
trees, the sun, moon and stars, the fishes, the singing birds and all the animals,
great and small. And on the seventh day He rested, and saw that all the things
which He had made were good.

The mothers could not explain these Six Wonderful Days of God, nor
say how long or how short they had been. They only knew that the “evening
and the morning” — not the morning and the evening—made each one,
Perhaps years and years of quiet twilight lay in between. But they told how,
on the sixth day, God made man in His own image, and afterwards gave him a
beautiful garden to live in, and a fair sweet woman to be his wife.

A river flowed through this blossoming garden, and afterwards became
four, which watered the sandy country in which were built the big cities. But
the first crystal springs of the river were in Eden, where God had planted the
Garden of Wonderful Trees. How wistfully the Tent-People must have talked
of it! Trees of every kind grew there. At noon the sunshine filtered through
boughs laden, they liked to think, with apricots and oranges, figs and
mulberries, red-gold pomegranates and purple grapes. The loving-kindness of
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God breathed through the blossoms, and His mercy dropped in the gentle

silver dew. And the man and the woman, who were called Adam and Eve,
might eat of all the fruit in the garden except that of a tree which grew in the
midst of the others and was called the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil.
In the midst of the Garden also was another wonderful tree, the Tree of Life.

‘ Nobody knows what these two trees were like; but they must have been
very beautiful, with cool and tempting fruit. We know that the Tree of
Knowledge was pleasant to look at; while the Tree of Life seems to have been
in a quiet holy place by itself, as if in its boughs lingered the secrets of God. It
has never been described to us, and we can only picture it as a Tree of
fragrance and mystery; with songs in it that were not sung by birds, and gentle
rustlings that were not made by breezes.

I do not think that Adam and Eve wandered often near the sacred Tree of
Life. But the Tree of Knowledge was in a more open place. And, one day, Eve
was in the garden near at hand, when she heard a rustle by the tree, and
presently, among the waving bushes, she saw the head of a big serpent. It
spoke to her, and asked why she was not gathering the fine fruit from the Tree
of Knowledge, which was the best fruit of all to eat.

“God told us not to,” answered Eve simply. She was not afraid of the
Serpent, but stood looking at it in wonder.

“What would happen to you if you disobeyed Him, do you think?” asked
the Serpent.
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“We should surely die,” said Eve.

ey

“Surely not,” the Serpent told her, with a wicked, cunning look in its
eyes.* God knows that, if you eat that fruit, you will be great and powerful, as

He is. That is the reason He has told you not to!”
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Eve looked at the Serpent again, and then she looked at the fruit on the
Tree. It hung, tempting and fragrant and cool among its pretty leaves. There
was such a lot of it, too; the Tree seemed almost to bend with its weight. The
Serpent went nearer the Tree, and drew the branches towards her, rustling and
twisting its long shining body among them.
“You would be as powerful and know as much as God Himself,” it
repeated.” Why don’t you gather and eat?”
Eve wanted to obey God, but somehow the temptation was too strong.
She plucked some of the fruit and ate it guiltily. And then Adam came down
the path to see what she was doing, and she gave him some to eat too. When
d they had finished eating, they looked at each other. And, all at once, they were
miserable and sorry and ashamed, and they hurried away from the Tree and
\ the Serpent, and went to the other end of the garden, wondering why they
; should be unhappy, instead of becoming clever and powerful, as the Serpent
had promised.
The day wore on, the sun sank, and the garden grew sweet and holy and
, cool. And then a deeper hush came over it, and a little wind thrilled through
the hush, and a Voice spoke, gravely and tenderly, through the soft breeze.
And Adam and Eve knew that God was in the garden, and they hid
;.» themselves more deeply, and trembled among the trees. But God called to
them and asked why they had hidden themselves, and Adam answered that it
?, was because they were so unhappy and ashamed.
God knew before Adam spoke that they had eaten the fruit from the Tree
of Knowledge; nothing else could have taken from them the joy and
; happiness that would always have been theirs if they had not disobeyed Him.

He was very grieved and displeased, and told them they could 1iot live in the
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garden any longer, for He could not trust them. And He told the Serpent that it,

too, must be punished by being obliged always to crawl on the ground,

o\

instead of being able to lift itself up, as other creatures could. When God had
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said this, the Serpent crept away, and Adam and Eve went sorrowfully out

into the desert. And God put His winged angels at the gate to guard the Tree

of Life, so that the man and woman were never able to go back into the

garden any more.

This was the story told to the little children of the Tent-People in the

o
i

Land of Wandering. Many hundreds of years afterwards a man named Moses,

of whom we shall read presently, wrote the story down, and it was put, with

many other beautiful tales, in a great book. And this book, called the Book of

Genesis, is now a part of the Bible, where, any day, you can read the story for
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yourselves. For, you see, Moses was inspired by God to tell His people all

about the Creation, and to show how light could never have come out of

darkness, nor land have been separated from water, nor birds and fishes have

r

lived in air and sea, without the Power of God. And, although it had happened

long, long, before his day, Moses was led by God to tell, also, how sorrow and

pain came to the man and the woman because they disobeyed God’s command,
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and, in consequence, were sent out into the Land of Wandering, far away from

the Garden of Wonderful Trees.
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The Dove and the Rainbow
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