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Foreword

Whales are the largest living animals on land and
sea. They are hunted because of the valuable oil they
give. Before electric light was invented, this oil was
mostly used for burning in oil lamps.

The whale is usually called a fish, although it is not
really one as it breathes air.

It can dive deep down into the sea, and stay under
the water for nearly an hour.
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When it rises to the surface again, it blows out air
mixed with water.

This rises in a “spout” to a great height. When the
sailor saw this spout on the whaling—ship, they used
to point to it and give a great shout of “There she
blows!” As soon as they heard this cry, the sailors
lowered the rowing boats which hung over the rails of
their ship, and with oars and sails they went after the
whale whose spout had been seen.
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When a boat got close enough to the whale, the
harpooneer threw his harpoon at it. The harpoon had
a very sharp steel point, like an arrow, made so that it
could not be pulled out of the whale by the rope that
was fixed to its long wooden handle.

Maddened with pain and fear, the whale used to
struggle, sometimes pulling the boat along for diving
down far under water. The harpoon rope had to be
very long and very carefully arranged in the boat so
that it would run out freely when the whale dived.

As the wounded whale grew tired, the boat was
pulled up close to it. Then the whale was killed at last
with another weapon called a lance.

The dead whale floated until the ship sailed up to
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it. Then the whale would be fastened to the ship, and
cut up into pieces which were boiled over a great fire
in a brick fireplace on the ship called a “try—works” .
The oil that ran out would be put into barrels and
stored away.

Then the search for more whales would go on.

A hundred years ago, whaling—ships used to sail all
over the world to search the whales.

Most of the ships started from New Bedford, a
small American town on the Atlantic coast, or from
Nantucket, an island close by.

Sometimes they did not return for three years or
more. Whaling was a lonely and very dangerous life,
calling for great skill and courage.
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This story tells of the fierce and proud Captain Ahab
and of his search over the oceans of the world for the
great white whale that sailors called “Moby Dick.”
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Call me Ishmael.

Some years ago never mind exactly how long
having little or no money in my pockets, and nothing
particular to interest me on shore, | thought | would
sail about a little and see the watery part of the world.

It is a way | have of raising my spirits when they are
low; | take to a ship quietly.

There is nothing surprising in this. If they only knew
it, almost all men in some degree, some time or other,
share the same feelings towards the ocean like me.

When | go to the sea, | go as a simple sailor. Then
they pay me for my trouble, but they never pay pas—
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sengers a single penny that | ever heard of.

Having often been to sea in a merchant ship, | now
took it into my head to go on a whaling voyage. The
great whale himself stirs all my curiosity. The wild
and distant seas where he rolls his great body, the
dangers of the hunt, the thousand far-away sights
and sounds, all helped to persuade me.

So | packed a spare shirt or two, took my bag under
my arm, and started for Cape Horn and the Pacific
QOcean.

When | arrived in the whaling town of New Bedford
on a Saturday night, | was disappointed to learn that
the little passenger—boat to Nantucket had already
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sailed, so that there would be no way of reaching that
place until the following Monday. (For my mind was
made up to sail in a Nantucket ship.)

[t was a dark and stormy night and miserably cold. |
knew no one in New Bedford. | had only a few pieces
of silver.

So wherever you go, Ishmael, | said to myseif as |
stood in the middle of the street with my bag on my
shoulder, be sure to ask the price, and don’t be too
particular. Such streets! Blocks of blackness, rather
than houses, on either side. At this hour of the night
the town seemed empty.

At last | came to a light, not far from the harbor and
looking up at the house; | saw a swinging inn-sign
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over the door.

Entering, | found myself in a dark, low hall with
wooden walls like those of an old ship. Beyond was
the public room, with heavy beams above and a rough
wooden floor beneath, so that you might aimost think
that you were in a ship, especially on such a wild and
windy night as this.

| told the landlord | wanted a room, but received the
answer that the inn was full, not a bed empty.

“But wait,” he said, “You have no objection to
sharing a harpooneer’s bed, have you? | suppose you
are going whaling, so you had better get used to that
sort of thing.”

| told him that | never liked to share a bed, but if the
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