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[Synopsis] Robin Hood is a legendary forest outlaw
about whom stories have been told far and wide in
England. 1t is said that, living in the 12 th cen-
tury, he was oppressed by the Norman nobles. and
was therefore forced to revolt against them by
gathering up a group of people who suffered in the
same situation. They robbed the rich to help the
poor. In this picture-story book, a few episodes
from Robin Hood's life have been selected which
reveal his courage and resourcefulness, his skil-
fulness with arms, and his outstanding qualities of
defying the corrupt officials and exploiters and
sympathizing with the poor and the down trodden.
However, due to the unthoroughness of the strugg-
le, Robin Hood was finally killed by the Norman
nobles.

The book takes the form of English—Chinese
version which is suitable for beginners in English.
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Long, long ago, Richard was King of England.
Richard was a Norman, and most of the people
were Saxons. Richard was a good man and a just
ruler. but he went away to war. Then his brother

John ruled the country.
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John was bad. He was unjust, and he did not
like the Saxons. He wanted the Normans to have
more and more. Many of the Normans wanted that,
too, and they became hard and unjust rulers.
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There was one Saxon who still had land and a
castle. He was the Earl of Huntingdon. The Sheriff
sent men to drive

of Nottingham——a Norman
the Saxon earl out of his castle, and took the

Earl to Nottingham. He died there.
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The Sheriff of Nottingham took all his land.
His wife and his son Robert had no home and no
money. Robert's mother died soon after, and Ro-
bert went to Sherwood Forest. He lived in the

forest and changed his name to Robin Hood.
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There were other Saxons in Sherwood Forest.
They were men without homes, because the Nor-
mans had their houses and their land. There were
deer in the forest. The Saxon men killed the deer
for food. The Normans called the men outlaws.
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Robin Hood became the leader of the outlaws
in Sherwood Forest. He and all his men dressed
in green. like the trees in the forest. They said:
“We will always help poor people. We will take
money from the rich men, and give it back to the

poor.
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