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Foreword
(2nd Edition)

Studies on forestry economy mostly remain no more than the theory that the relation
between the forestry development and the national economy level, which most research-
ers have already found, is roughly defined as the forestry development depending on the
latter. Obviously, it is necessary to provide more reasonable and detailed interpretation
to answer the questions the study on forestry economic theory is faced with. Meanwhile,
for developing countries like China trying hard to achieve the harmony among econom-
ic, social and environmental development, it is greatly practical to make a correct judg-
ment about macroeconomic restrictions on forestry policy making and decide the bloom
for a specific policy practice according to macroeconomics.

For those reasons, five years ago, in August, 2006, the first edition of the book
was published, which mainly focused on illustrating the basic rule of forestry develop-
ment in the view of the impact of national economic development on forestry. This re-
vised edition, however, collected and made a further analysis about the historic and
practical data to prove the present theory and use it to analyze some practical forestry
issues.

In the last five years, there have been great changes both in policies of forestry
development and in environment in China as well as in the world, and our study in this
field tries to keep accordance with the changes. Compared with the first edition, this
book has the addition to the content. First, it illustrates the relation between the evolu-
tions of forestry basic issues and forestry rights. Second, it proves the government’ s

double monopoly in the supply and demand of forestry ecological environmental prod-
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ucts. Third, it makes an elementary economic interpretation about the forestry carbon
exchanges. .

For those who are trying hard to establish a certain theory, beyond longing for the
establishment of their theory is that the theory can interpret some practical problems
and act as a tool in resolving them, which is the motivation for us to revise the book.

In revising the book, Li Bing, Deputy chief of General Station of Forestry Fund
Management, Wang Chunfeng, associate supervisor in Asia — Pacific Forest Restoration
Network Center of State Forestry Bureau, Dai Fang, the doctor in Hebei Agricultural U-
niversity have put forward many valuable comments. In addition, Dr. Dai Fang and
Ms. Chen Yanqing, associate professor in Foreign Language College of Hebei Agricul-
tural University undertook the translation work for the revised relevant English part.

They all made great contribution to the publication of this book, many thanks to them.

Authors
April 18, 2011
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Foreword
(1st Edition)

With the development of both economy and civilization in human society, people
have greatly improved their knowledge and understanding about forests. They therefore
have also dramatically changed their social demands for forestry. As a result, more
world attention has been widely paid to the function that forests play to maintain and
improve environment. In 1992, UN Conference on Environment and Development be-
stowed priority on forestry and it became a political promise of the highest rank. In ad-
dition, it was particularly emphasized in the meeting that nothing has been more impor-
tant than forestry among the problems that the world summit conferences will deal with.
It is a distinct milestone in world civilization history to place forestry issues at such a
high position.

It is reported by UN Environment Program Division that, however, forestry devel-
opment in the world has not been balanced. Forest resources in economically advanced
countries are increasing consistently but decreasing in developing countries. Further-
more , developed countries always administer their forests with economic, social and ec-
ological multi — beneficial models for sustainable development, while most developing
countries have just started their steps in this way or are even staying in the stage of uti-
lization of tangible forest products mainly from wood. That show obvious differences be-
tween countries at various economic levels in their increased or decreased amount of
forest resources, their evolution of forest administration ideologies, and their alteration
of forest utilization types. So that it is crying obligation and vital theme to draw on the

experiences of advanced countries for reference to give an impetus to China forestry de-
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velopment.

Forestry is an important component in the progress of national economy and socie-
ty. The development of forestry relies on not only its own natural traits and inherent
laws, but also the influence of exterior environment. How to study the forestry develo-
ping regulations from both its own characteristics and outside elements is a major issue
which I have been pondering over since I began to devote myself to forestry. For many
years 1 have been trying to study and seek the inherent law from the historical evolution
courses of forestry in countries of the world. Nevertheless, the research is very hard
due to the diverse characteristics of forest that were resulted from the differences be-
tween social developments and economic levels of various countries, and natural endow-
ments of forest resources as well. | have also been trying synchronic comparison be-
tween the forestry of both developed and developing countries to explain the differences
in forestry development. And then by comparison of social and economic conditions in
both kinds of countries, I have been trying to indicate the reasons of the phenomena. In
my research approach, however, there were still some technical defects. With unremit-
ting and indefatigable efforts, I finally adopted the approach of organic combination of
the two. That is, when the synchronic comparison between developed and developing
countries is emphasized, diachronic comparison is also considered. Moreover, forestry
is studied and analyzed in the overall world economy and national economic develop-
ment of different countries, so that the inherent development law is explored. Following
the research approach, it can be found that a common trail seems to exist in the forestry
development in the world. The trail is that there are three essential problems which are
closely connected with the imbalanced changes of total amount of forest resources, the
periodical differences of forest utilization types, and the evolution of forestry administra-
tion ideologies. The three essential problems include the land problem, the resource
problem, and the ecological problem. The evolutionary degrees involved in the three

problems were limited by the economic development levels in various countries. As a
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result, it can be seen that forestry development strategies, administration ideologies,
operation models, and policy adjustment differ from each other among countries with
dissimilar economic development levels.

Obviously, it is arduous to scientifically and rationally explain and verify the a-
bove mentioned points. Complexity in forestry is one cause. In addition, as to the aca-
demic inheritance, the fairly systematic study of forestry economics started only after
the Second World War. Since it has covered over 50 years, the research is much less
perfect than other branches of economics and few mature theories can be provided for
reference. Therefore, I dare not pursue a generally acceptable and independent forestry
economic system. Instead, I submit my own academic conclusions, or points of forestry
economics in some aspects, based on what I am interested in. As a Chinese saying, |
only want to throw a brick in order to attract jade so as 1o benefit China forestry devel-

opment.

Zhu Lieke
June 6, 2006
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