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PREFACE

As reform and opening have been pushing the further de-
velopment of the Origntal metropolis of Shanghai to a new
height in the last two decades of the twentieth century, the
rapid and tremendous changes that have taken place among the
6. 5 million Shanghai women have brought the woment’s stud-
ies in Shanghai to a new realm.

Women’s development must be synchronized with that of
the society. This is a basic principle of Marxist view of women
always being followed in the women’s studies in Shanghai. Af-
ter the legal realization of equal rights for both sexes, equality
of men and women in real life is the main goal in women’s
movement. However, in order to narrow the historical differ-
ences in men and women’s social position,the development and
liberation of women are to be achieved in social progress and in
consideration of national conditions, productivity and relations
of production, as well as the current state and prospective de-
velopment of economic basis and superstructure.

With the deepening of the reform in socioeconomic system
and political system since the 1980s, various discrepancies
have been found between women’s present condition and the
demand of social development. Theoretical guidance is indis-
pensable in solving new problems. Thus the Shanghai Mar-
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riage and Family Research Association and the Shanghai
Women’s Studies Association have come into being, bringing
together scholars and people with practical experience from re-
search circles, institutes of higher education, government de-
partments, enterprises and social organizations, and forming a
collective social force dedicated to women’s studies. In the re-
search on such problems as laid —off women, senior women
and the training of women cadres, and in the basic and scien-
tific study of women’s status, female population, female tal-
ents, marriage and family, sex culture and other subjects,
women’s studies have been carried on in an atmosphere un-
precedentedly lively and have played a positive role in the de-
velopment of Shanghai women’s career and the improvement of
women’s quality. To meet the demand of social development
and women’s progress, women’s studies in Shanghai will
gradually reach the mature stage.

The integration of theory with practice is characteristic of
women’s studies in Shanghai. Practice calls for theory, and
theory needs to be enriched by practice. The various social
problems brought about by the social reform in the past ten
years and more have time and again given rise to new research
topics. Whether in the earlier discussion on “Women Going
Home” or in the investigation on women’s income in town and
township enterprises and the change of occupation for middle-
aged women, to follow closely the reform situation, to pay
close attention to social hot spots, to serve the Party and the
government in policy making and to be helpful in women’s de-

“ 2



ki)

il

velopment have always been guidelines in the women’s studies
in Shanghai. Social investigation and women’s studies have
played a proper role in drawing up local laws and regulations
to guarantee women’s rights and interests, in seeing to it that
men and women enjoy equal pay for equal work in town and
township enterprises and in starting the project to help laid—
off women workers change their occupation. It is in the cycle
of practical activities, theoretical abstraction and then theory
giving guidance to practice that women studies in Shanghai
have achieved outstanding progress, We have accumulated not
onlj a large quantity of census data from real life but also
many research papers and treatises of much weight in China
and abroad.

Now on the eve of the Fourth world Conference on Wo-
men we have organized a part of the members of the Shanghai
Women’s Studies Association and the Shanghai Marriage and
Family Research Association in the writing of this book, so as
to gather together the viewpoints and achievements in the vari-
ous branches and fields in women’s studies over the past ten
years and more, and to show the path of development in the
women’s studies in Shanghai. To review the past is to give a
better guidance to future work.

The waves in the Yangtze roll on and on. It is believed
that along with the rise of the 21st —century international eco-
nomic center of Shanghai and the advance of the 6. 5 million
Shanghai women, the women’s studies in Shanghai will have

an even greater development in future.
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Women’s progress is a symbol of social progress. To syn-
chronize women’s development with social development in
Shanghai will always be a sacred duty in the women’s studies

in Shanghai.

ZHANG BOHUA
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