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Introduction

Before preparations begun in 1955 to establish film director education,
Chinese film had gone through half a century and thousands of films had been
made since China’s first film “Mount Dingjun” was shot in 1905. These film
directors, on the whole, became directors through production practice. Since
the People’s Republic of China was founded in 1949, academic education has
gradually become an important way of cultivating film directors.

The Directing Department of Beijing Film Academy was established in 1956
and remained the only base for China’s film director education for a rather long
time. It is theoretically and practically significant to analyze film director educa-
tion’ s history from its creation to the halt, resumption, reform and latest
trends, and to find out the rules and lessons in nurturing artistic talents in film
director education.

When film director education was first established, it completely copied the
Soviet model. The curriculum arrangement and teaching plans were both set
strictly according to the school year and class hour. When only 1.9% W of the
young people were able to enter college before China expanded the recruitment
scale of higher education facilities a few years ago, the aim of undergraduate ed-
ucation remained nurturing elites. The training of professional film directors was
no exception. In the era of planned economy, most graduates were distributed to
State — owned film studios. From enrollment to employment, this planned edu-
cation system ensured that the graduates got chances to put theory into practice

at the front — line of production. After working for more than a decade through

(@ Sources of information: network ,http://www. scrtvu. net/thesis/ files/files/lwk/1w0560. html.
The oringinal source: “ Research on the Development of Higher Education and Increasing Enrollment
Issues, the Popularization of Higher Education; a Relative Concept”, by Fang Jiansen, the lst issue of

“Higher Education Research” in 2000.



the *Cultural Revolution™ | these first graduates who had received professional
education were finally recognized as directors. They broke the restraint of ideo-
logical film with different styles which came to be known as the “academic
style”. These directors have also been categorized as “the Fourth Generation”.
A review of their success shows that in addition to their education in the film a-
cademy, the practices in film studios and their personal experiences in the
“Cultural Revolution” all contributed greatly to their success.

After 10 years of the “Cultural Revolution” | the college entrance examina-
tion was resumed in 1977, providing thousands of young people an opportunity
to change their destiny. The first class of the film academy’s directing depart-
ment after the turmoil came to be known as the “78 class”. Students there had
all gone through a lot before getting the precious chance to pursue their dreams.
During the four years’ study, the students worked very hard to make up the
time they’ d lost. Nationwide, the country was gradually bringing order out of
chaos while the cultural movement of ideological emancipation gained momen-
tum. The factors of the country, the nation and the individuals gathered to spur
a rebellious spirit from these directors. In terms of cultural reconstruction and
personal interpretation, these directors created a new language of film images,
which cried for cultural reflection in a deafening voice, arousing a strong re-
sponse in the nation. The era became known as the “New Wave” of Chinese
film and the directors were historically called the “Fifth Generation” who re-
wrote the Chinese film history.

The “Fourth” and “Fifth” generation directors who mainly received aca-
demic training have painted the most glorious chapter in the history of China’s
film director education with their works.

Around the 1990s, with the reform of national education policy, the direc-
tor education underwent three phases of change. Stage 1: 1985 — 1993, “2 - 4”
elimination system and practical teaching methodology were carried out within
the Soviet model, with references to European and American education meth-
ods. Stage 2: 1993 - 2001, along with the reform of national film production
system, the curriculum arrangement and student recruitment were reformed to
cultivate professionals of various fields. Stage 3. 2001 - 2007, as China’ s
higher education system gradually expanded, more and more universities all over

the country opened the subject of film directing, ushering in the reform of pro-
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fessional directing training.

Jia Zhangke, Ning Hao and Feng Xiaogang’ s stories of success offer anoth-
er point of view that the individual competence of these film directors has gained
far more attention from the society than their level of professional training. One
century ’ s road to success for film directors has repeatedly proven that practice is
another way that completes the task of training film directors together with aca-
demic education.

The training of film directors belongs to the sphere of special talent train-
ing. On teaching reform, specific ways should be explored and innovation
should be encouraged. But the talent’ s growth cannot exceed the limits of the
times and it’ s unrealistic to expect much from this special talent training. To-
day, the education of film directors faces diversified social development and per-
sonalized artistic pursuits. First, higher education entered the era of populariza-
tion. Universities across the country offer film and television majors, which al-
ready challenges the old, single — formed professional education. Second, the
film production system on which professional training depends has greatly re-
formed, so that graduates can no longer enter film studios for continued studies
easily. If the education of film directors maintains the elite education model,
whether excellent directors like the “ Fourth and Fifth Generations” could ap-
pear needs much time to test.

The new century faces tough challenges, which is an inevitable result of
development and progress. The purposes of teaching and researching in this
book are as follows: to arouse people to resume realistic expectations on aca-
demic training of film directors, to bring the goal of film director education back
to the level it could reach, to objectively and scientifically evaluate gains and

losses of film education, using criteria that suit the cultivation of artistic talents.
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