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Dictation 1

Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS AND / OR A NUMBER for each answer.

London Travel Guide

London is the capital city of England and the United Kingdom. A mix of history,
architecture and 1 has created an amazing and constantly evolving city.

London today is one of the world’s most important business, financial and cultural centres.
Its influence on politics, education, 2 » media, fashion and the arts all contribute
to its status as one of the most major global cities in the world.

London has a population of 7. 7 million and it is the most populous city in the 3

Its population is very cosmopolitan, drawing from a wide range of people, cultures and
religions. Over 300 different 4 are spoken while, mixing their culture, traditions,
music and festivals. London is an international transport hub, with five international
airports and a large sea port. It serves as the largest aviation hub in the world, and its
main airport, the multi terminal Heathrow, carries more international 5 than any
other airport in the world.

London is a major tourist destination and one of the world’s most remarkable and exciting
cities, with iconic landmarks including the Houses of Parliament, Tower Bridge, the
6 » Westminster Abbey, Buckingham Palace and the London Eye amongst its
many attractions, along with famous institutions such as the British Museum and the

.7.
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7 . It has something to offer every type of travelers.

Despite a population more than 30% of London is made up of parks and green space,
greater-than any other city of its size in the world. This space provides the perfect
opportunity for walks, 8 or sporting activities.

London is a very accessible city; it has five international airports, an efficient 9

and extensive underground, train, bus, and taxi services. The city is famous for a wealth
of history and culture. Home to Britain's national art collections, the Royal family and a
host of major attractions, London's rich history, striking architecture and over 200
10 offer a unique cultural experience.

City Transport

Travel Cards

The London travel card is for most visitors to London and is the best solution to their
transport needs. They are easy to purchase and allow for saving money and time, by
obtaining 11 individually. The travel cards pass covers:

* The entire London 12__ network.

* The entire London bus network.

« The overland rail network within London Docklands Light Railway.

+ 33% discount on 13

The travel cards are offered to purchase at all undergtround stations and tourist information
centres and are very easy 1o use. Just showing the card to the bus drivers or presenting it,
on the underground, will allow you to pass through 14 barriers. Travel cards can
be purchased for 7 days or more at a time, and they require a passport-sized photo.

The London public transport is divided up into six circular zones stemming from the centre.
Travel card fares vary according to these zones and you can choose to purchase a travel
card for Zones 1 -2 or Zones 1 - 6. The first option is the most popular because the
principal London’s 15 are situated within these zones.

The Underground

The most popular chosen transport method of visitors is the tube. It is an inexpensive way
of getting around London. Nowadays there are 12 lines plus the Docklands Light Railway
serving millions of travelers around London every day. Regular underground service runs
from 5:30 to just after 16

Underground tickets are purchased either from automated machines.or at a ticket window.
You will need to keep your ticket until you have passed through the gates at your

o8.
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17 station, or aiso you can use a travel card.
Buses
18 red buses are a traditional way to get into London, and it is usual to see those

carrying travelers around the city area. But now those buses are being phased out in favor
of modern replacements to give more comfort to the users. On the modern buses you pay
the driver as you board, and you must have the exact 19 . However you can use
a travel card and get the bus without any problems of course.

Route 11 begins at Liverpool Street Station and passes St. Paul’s before traveling along
Fleet Street and the Strand to Trafalgar 20 . Then it swings through Westminster
and posh Sloane Square before taking in King’'s Road.

Route 14 starts in 21 -Pulteney, before traversing Fulham Road, South Kensington,
Knightsbridge, Hyde Park, Piccadilly Circus, Leicester Square, and Scho.

When the underground service is 22 after midnight, it is common to use the night
buses (marked with an “N” on bus signs) . Night buses begin service about 11:30 pm and
run until about 6 am.

Suburban Trains

In some areas of London, such as the northern suburbs, it is better to use trains rather than
the 23 . The North London Link stretches from Richmond across 24

London to North Woolwich. Another useful rail service travels from Hampstead Heath to
Kew. Often these suburban trains are cheaper than similar tube trains and leave the
travelers closer to popular tourist destinations.

The Thameslink must be mentioned here. This overcrowded line runs from 25 in
the south, through the city, as far north as Luton.

Taxis

Taxis are a good economical option for groups of people sharing the fare. The black
26 are common in London and have an illuminate yellow sign over the
widescreen, although nowadays not all taxis are black. The black taxi can be pre-booked
or hailed on the street and the fares are very complex to calculate because there are many
factors like the time and 27 . ’

An alternative to them are Minicabs. The minicabs may offer space for more passengers
than a black taxi. Traditional taxis can seat 5 passengers, while minicabs seat from 4
(most common) to 7 people. These cabs are unmarked, and must be called by telephone
from a Licensed Private Hire Operator. To get the numbers of licensed minicab and black

090
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cab firms send the 28 . “HOME” to 60835, it will return the available service
numbers of the area where you are texting from.

Boats

An other way to get around London is the boats. There are many companies offering boat

trips on the Thames including 29 or cruises. Those companies operate on a
regular basis and are operated under License to London River Services (LRS) whose
duties include the regulation of 30 and levels of service. Travel cards can be

used to get significant discounts.

Eating in London

London is one of the world’s best places to eat out, because of its 31 variety,
which offers a great variety of cuisines. As a result, you can find many kind of flavors to
indulge your dining expectations. People from all around the world have brought their own
exotic 32 and culinary culture to the city, making London an exciting and
cosmopolitan place to eat out.

However, it is difficult for travelers to find the right places with the right prices to eat.
There are many 33 from which to choose but London is the most expensive city to
eat in. But as with any other place we can find good 34 with delicious food and
affordable prices.

Inevitably prices are very expensive at venues closest to major tourist attractions. Some
areas with inflated prices preying on travelers’ gullibility and lack of 35 are the
streets around Piccadilly Circus, Leicester Square, the British Museum and the Palace of
Westminster.

Here's a guide to some of the best restaurants area by area.
p Covent Garden

Covent Garden is an attractive area with a covered piazza complex at its centre. It’s
popular with tourists but can be pricey. If you're looking for an inexpensive meal in this
area your best bet is to try out some of the large bar / restaurants such as Wagamama and
All Bar One, where you'll find reasonable 36 in stylish surroundings at affordable
prices.

If you want to experience a traditional London restaurant, try Rules on Maiden Lane. It’s
rather expensive but it's worth it. Reputed to be the oldest restaurant in London, it has a
beautiful vintage interior and serves old London favorites, from oysters and eels to
37 and 38 .
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